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gainſt the Cauſe. 1 maintat 
quarrell 1s inſolently managed by 
unknowne hands Yet(theriobof- 
impotent Aſſaitants. ſhould ndt 
have drawn me. 


and proud carriage in 
won them:ſome (how yndeſerved | 
er) opinion of sUL, with their credu- 
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lous Abettors'; and'thereby, ſome diſ- 
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Dedicatorie. 
Majeſtie, that Your moſt honourable 
Peeres, and moſt faithfull Commons, 
10 aſſembled, ſhall ſee the injuſtice, 
and ungroundedneſſe of that bold Ap- 

. peale, which was made to them, by my 

* daring Anſwerers, whoſe Abilities 1 ; 
taxe not, but their Fidelity I mu#t , as 
thoſe who have ſought foulely to abuſe -y 
their implored Heer with falſe ſhews J 
of miſ-alledged Antiquity, and meerly 

| colourable pretences of proofs : VVhich 
* _ if doe not makegood to them and the 
world in this enſuing Diſcourſe, let the 4 
blemiſh of” reputation lead way to the 3 


\ ſharpeſt cenſure upon the perſon of 


Your Majeſties 
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b SECT. I. 

5h ASD Y in ole Remonſtrauce is encoun- 

F NF W ( tred Th a plurall Adverfary thac 

+ d ralks inthe ſtyle of We, and Ys: 2 


PBUSTRD Theirnames, perions, , qualities , 

numbers, Icare not to know; But, could 
theyilay, M5 name is Login; for Peare many; Or 
xey as: many Legions as-men , my 
cauſe, y eaGods would bid meto:meet chem 5.2 
Abad, andits {ay with holy David , '2Þ 
l  Doghmbayt ſhnddincmpginf.me ay het vn = 
"= ow: not fedre + The truth: of God, 'which 1 


B main- 
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” Defra of Fog 


Ads 17.22. 
Areopagis 
Mars-hill, or 
The Court of 
ArCcqpagites. 


maintaine, ſhall keare me up agai inſt the diſ: 
couragements of my confelſed weaknefle , 
In which juſt confidence doe gladly fly to 
the Bar of Nis high and honourable Courr, 
craving no fayour but juſtice. 

Belzdes number, thele men think perhaps 
ro carry itby bulk ; ; for thoſe thar ſpare not to 
conderme the multiviide of my few words, 
laſh out into ſo tedious an Anſwer, that if I 
ſhould return them a Reply in the fame pro- 
portion.the Readers eye would betyred with 
the very proſpect, and his tongue could not 
bur ſay, Quis leget hec * Burt, though they have 
had ſo little mercy on bim, as to put him to 
the penance of their long- ſome Volume, I 
dare not abuſe his leafure1n following them 
inevery ſtep of. their: looſe and {uperfluous 
diſcourle, .but ſhall fo contra& their laviſh 

ſheets, as hat whiles I layer time, I {hall not 
loſe ought of truth. - 51 
And: firſt, theſe ks men -blaphiing of 
the length of my Preface; and fetch their 
grounds afar off, from the admired ſons of 
Juſtice, the Areqpagi 1: (The Areopagi ?' who 
were. thoſe? Truly my" maſters,l had thoughr 


this had been thename-of the place, not of , —, ; 


the 
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the men. Itis an ill ſigne, they lay, to'ſtum- 
ble at the threſhold.” And what lay the ad- 
mired Areopagi, the grave Judges of Athens ? 
They condemne Prefaces, and Paſſion ; nei- 
ther of which can be juſtly charged upon the 
Remonftrance : For the Paſkon letany Reader 
judge, whether ought can be more calmly, 
more mildly written, and for the' Preface, 


brethren,your cenſure is palpably miſtaken , 


z 


for that which you mil-call the Preface , is 


one of the maine pieces of the ſubſtance of 
thatintended Diſcourſe, which was a too 


juſt complaint of the ſhamefull number of 
Libels, lately dropped from our lawleſle 
Preſſes; A point no lefſe conſiderable, nor 
leſle eſſenciall to that propoſed Remonſtrance, 
thenthoſe, which your peremptory Aralſis 
makes the onely ſubject thereof. I beſeech 
you brethren, ſpend your Logique upon 
your own Works, let mine be ſuch asI con- 
rrivethem. 


way 


Dru ren cunanes < vn/ir/ AWS. 4  f 2 WOngt7. © 


oy, 


© Thoſerrifling cavils which you are pleaſed 2randea, and 


to make at ſome phraſes of this mil-named TING 


Preface, are not worth notice, It is not for us 
to run after the ſpending of every mouth : 
Belike; it angers you, to heare of the honeſty 


$4 B2 | of 


A Defence of the 
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of my moderate Paper, out of the conſcience 


of your owne guilrineſſe. Faine would you 
excule that which the world cryes ſhame on, 
the multitude of the late ſeditious Pamphlets, 
whereat you might well bluſh in filence; 
when an honourable perſon in open Parlia- 
ment” could reckon up no leſle then ſeven- 
ſcore, that had paſled the Preſle {ince the be- 
oinning of this Selsion. 
Thole other verball exceptions are bur 
light froth, and will ſink alone; that ſcum 
may be worth taking off, which followes ; 
wherein I ſhall deſire all indifferent eyes to 


| judge, whether thele men doe not endea- 
vour to caſt unjuſt envie upon me, againſt 
the cleare verdict of any knowing mans con- 


(cience : In comparing of Governments of 


Churches and Stares, I had ſaid, that if Anti- | 


quity may be the rule, the Civill Politie (as 
in generall notion) hath ſometimes varied, 


(as that of the State of Rome had done to. 


ſeven ſeverall formes) the Sacred,never ; The 
Civill came from arbitrary impoſers, the Sa- 
cred from men inſpired : thele gracious In- 
rerpreters would needs draw mywordsto the 
preſent, and particular Government of our 
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owne Monarchie, as if I implyed thatto be 
variable and arbitrary ; and are not aſhamed 
' to mention that. deadly name of Treaſon 
=>, Whereas no man that is not wilfully blinde, 
 Iesthar I ſpeak of the common-formes of 
Government, that are in the everall States 
and Dominions in the world, whereof ſome 
are ruled by an Ariſtocracie, others by a De- 
mocracie, others by a Monarchie, whether 
limited, or abſolute, others by a mixed form 
of all theſe ; which were in f hey firſt begin- 
nings, in the free arbitrement of their Foun- 
ders ; not aiming at the ſerled Government 
{3 of any one Kingdome , much lefle of our 
owne. | 
Brethren,whiles you deſire to ſeem godly, 
learne to be lefle malicious. In the meane 
+/ , time, God bleſſe all good men from ſuch 
{ charity, and our ſacred Monarchy from ſuch 
friends. 'The forme of the Epiſcopall Go- 
vernment of the Church hath , contrarily, 
| been ever one and the ſame , without any 
' conſiderable variation ; and if it have any- 
= where invaded the Civil adminiſtration and 
\ yoked Monarchy , it is the inlolence of the 
Y perſons, not the fault of the Calling : Ang 
D:3. 7 
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© if William Rufus, a Prince noted for groſly ir- - 


religious, oppreſſed by tyrannicall Popiſh 
Prelates, did let fall this cholerick word, that 
he would havethe Jews confute them, and 
that rather then faile, England ſhould turn 


Jewiſh, on this condition, Is this an argu- 


ment for any Chriſtian to ule, for the confu- 
ting of godly and loyall Proteſtant Biſhops ? 
which are ready to be cenſured rather for too 
orcat obſervance of Soveraignty? Let any but 
a Jew judge, whether this be a fit inſtance for 
a Chriſtian. Any thing ſerves againſt Epiſco- 
pacie; The teſtimony of a Pope, ( whom 


thele men honour highly) Pu 4. is alſg,. 


broughtin as irrefragable, againſt the Divine 
right of Biſhops. And whar ſayes Antichriſt? 
Hetels the Spaniſh Ambaſlador,that his Ma- 
ſter, ſuing for the Councels declaration of 
this truth, knew not what he demanded; for 
Biſhops ſo declared, would be exempted fro 


his Regall power, and as independent as the 


Pope himlelte. Tell me,brethren, Do ye like, 


+, Orbeleevethis aſſertion, becauſe a Pope ſaid 


it? Orcanye blame him (who would have 
all Epiſcopall Juriſdiction derived meerly 
from himlelfe ) to be unwilling that their 
right 
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right ſhould ;be yeelded to have the ſame 
grounds which he pretends for his owne ? 
And if there might be this danger in thoſe 
Kingdomes where the Clergy challengeth an 
exemption from the power of all Secularity , 
why 1s this enviouſly upbraided to thoſe of 
ours, who doegladly profefle, notwithſtan- 
ding the Apoſtolicall, that is, Divine right of 
their Calling, to hold their places and exer- 
cile of their Juriſdiction wholly from His 
Majeſty > 
Not leſle ſpitefull, nor more true, is your 
obſervation of the compariſon made be- 
rweene the indeavours of alteration in our 
neighbour Church, by our Epiſcopall facti- 
on, and that which is now juſtly deſired by 
the humble Petitioners to the honourable 
Houſe. Ir is a foule {clander to charge the 
name of Epiſcopacie with a faction, for the 
fact imputed to ſome few. Fie, brethren, are 
ye Presbyters of the Church of England, and 
dare challenge Epiſcopacie of faction ? Had 
you ſpoken but ſucha word in the time of 
holy Cyprian, whom you frequently cite, as a 
patterne of good diſcipline, what had be- 
come of you.? Neither is the wrong leſfle, to 
make 
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A Defence of the 
wake application of that which was moſt 
juſtly charged upon the practiſes,and combi. 
nations of libelling Separatiſts, ro humble 
and peaceable Petitioners ; the one railing 
down-right upon an eſtabliſhed and holy 
Government, whom I deſervedly cenſured, 
the other modeſtly ſuing for a reformation 
of the abuſes of Government : Surely whiles 
the worſt are thus patronized by our indul- 
gent anſwerers, it is an hard queſtion, Whe- 
ther the Libellers themſelves, or theſe their 
miſ-zealous Advocates, are-more juſtly to be 
branded for Incendiaries; '' -#;: | 


——— 
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Fter this overflowing of your gall, you 
"\ deſcend to the two maine ſubjects of 
this quarrell, Liturgy and Epiſcopacie. I had 
truly ſaid, that our Liturgjie hath been-hither- 
to eſteemed ſacred , reverently uſed by holy 
Martyrs, frequented by devout Proteſtants, 
as that which hath been confirmed by Edits 
of religious Princes, and our owne Parlia- 
mentary Acts. And bath i ſo? ſay you; 
$047 Whence 
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TPhence thei proceed fo many Ailditions and Alterati- 
ens;that have changed the face, and fabricke'thereof 2 
Additions and Alterations ? What in the preſent 
Lirurgy ? where or what ? tell me, I. beſeech 
you brethren, are they viſtble,or are they not ? 
If not, how comeye to ſee; them ? it ſo, 'why 
cannot we ? perhaps ſomewhere in ſtead. of 
Prieft, there is Mimniſtcr;, perhaps, Abſolution is. 
interpreted by a Remiſ$ion ; perhaps in private 
baptiſme;there is mention of a lawfull Miniſter, 
perhaps in ſtead of Purificatio of women,there is 
Thankſeiving;And can yeknow the book whe 
. ye ſee it againe after thele Alterations, theſe Ad- 
ditions?Is it not now with this miſcaltered Li- 
rurgy,as with the diſguiſed dames mentioned 
of old by D. Hall (who you name, I dare ſay, 
for honors ſake) ſo miſhapen by their mon- 
ſtrous faſhions that their redivived Granſires 
could not now know the ? Can ye but bluſh 

4t this envious and groundlefle Gaceſticn 2 
And why ſhould notl ſpeake of Martyrs, 
as theauthors, and uſers of this holy Licur- 
gy ? why ſhould not we glory in'theirname 
and authority ? fleight you them' as you 
pleaſe, we bleſſe God tor ſuch_Patrons of 
our good cauſe : What a, poore- returne is 
Ke... 
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this 2 Whiles Itell you what our holy Mar- 
tyrs did, You tell me what one of our Bi- 
ſhops laid; As if we were bound to make 
good every word that falls from the mouth 
of every Biſhop.: Even of the beſt man we 
may ſay as the Plalmuſt doth of Moſes, effutiit 
labits, he ſpake unadviſedly with his lips; As 
for the words themſelves; It a Biſhop have 
ſaid, that our. Liturgy hath beene-fo wilely 
and charitably framed, as that the Devotion 
of it yeetdeth no cauſe of offence to a very 
Popes eare, as onely ayming atan uncontro- 
verlory Piety, I fee not what hainous fault 
can herein be imputed to the ſpeech, or the 
author :: Would you thinke it requiſite that 
we ſhould chide, and quarrel} when we 
{peaketo the God of Peace ? 
 Kisno little advantage therefore both to 
our caute and Piety , that our Liturgje is 
taught to fpeake feverall Languages, both 
tor ule and example;and thereby,our Church 
hath. gained much juſtification and honor : 
As for that ſharp cenſure of 'kearned VF. Cal- 
vins, Tdlerabiles meptie, how ever it might well 
| have beene forborne by him, # altena republi- 
ca; and by you,” to-prefle it upon our owne; - 
+1 <, we 
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_- wehonor the name of that noble inſtrument 
_ of Godsglory in his Church, yet withall, we 
feare notto ſay, without any diſparagement 
1 to his worth, that-our Licurgie both-in the 
In frame,and furyay of it, paſſed the judgement 
: of no lefle reverend heads then his owne : 
Neither would you thinke it could become 
any of our greateſt Divines, to' medle with 
the waters, or Lords-day markets of his 
| charge, let every Church take care of their 
| . owneaffaires. 
 Asfor thatunparalleld diſcourſe of mine, 
concerning the Antiquity of Licurgies;unpa- 
ralle}d, you lay, becauſe no man, that you 
have ſcene, ever drew the line of Liturgy fo 
high as I have done; I muſttell you; that per- 
haps there may be ſome things in the world, 
that may have eſcaped your not-omniſcient 
eyes, and perhaps this may be one; 1 cannot 
helpe your wonder, but ſhall juſtifie my 
owne Aſfertion. In the meane while, yedoe 
$ almoſt yeeld the queſtion, ere ye argue it; If 
1 by Liturgie (you ſay) this Remonſtrant underſtand 
anOrder obſerved iniChurch aſſemblies, of praying, 
- reading , and expounding the Scriptures , adminu- 
'»  ftration of Sacraments , Ec. Suth a Liturgie ave 
C2 know, 


— 
yo 
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know, and acknowledge, both Tewes and Chriſtians 
have uſed; 'Þ his yeelded, what ſtick you ar ? 
"That there were prelcribed, - and ſtinted 
formes compoſed by particular men inthe 
Church, and impoſed upon the reſt this will 
not downe with you; Wherein I cannot lee, 
how ye will avoid your own contradiction; 
ForI demand, Is this order of praying and 
adminiſtration ſet,or no ? If it be not ſet, how 
'isitan order ? and if it bea ſet order both for 
matter and forme(for you cannor,] luppoſe, 
- under the name of an order , intend a meere 
Table, or Rubrick) how can it be other, then 
preſcribed ? It the formes weie meerely ar- 
bitrary, to whatule was the preſcription of 
an Order ? and, if they were not arbitrary, 
certainly they were in ſome ſort ſtinted and 
impoſed. 

But what a poore exception is this ? that 
they were compoſed by ſome particular men , Was it 
ever heard that a whole Church together 
framed a forme of prayer ? Can one uni- 
forme expreſsion bee the originall act of 
- many thouſand braines, and tongues ? Cer- 
rainly, ſome one, or few, muſt mold thar, 
which.all ſhall both owne, and ule. Iris a 

ITY ſilly 
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filly oftentation of Antiquity, that theſe men 


bring againſt rhele preſcribed formes of Li- 


cuUrgtec. 


Tertullian in his Apol. Chap. 30. layes, The 
Chriſtians of thoſe times did m their Aſſemblies pray 


for the Emperour, * Sine mont- 
tore, quia de peftore , that 15, 
not being urged by any ſuperiour 
inmunction, but freely out of the 
loyall inclination of their owne 
hearts : (You, mil-engli{h ir, 
Without any prompter but their 
owng hearts.) What 1s this to 


fline, cited out of Sexeca; as 


* If we may not rather take it ts 
allude co the manner of the Hea- 
thens, who becauſe their gods 
were multinomines, according to 
cheir ſeverall powers and vertues, 
hadcertaine monitors to put the 
ſuppliants in mind of the appella- 
tions of their Deities,as De/deri- 
Herald thinks; and to this 
purpoſe brings that of S. a 

ee 


A prelcribed forme ? Or if reads it, el numina Dei ſubji- 


they will needs fo take it, 
why do they not as well ar- 
gue, Thar becaule our Mi- 


cit ; or as Lips, nomiza, howe- 
ver Ir cannot give the leaſt co- 
lour tothe ſenſe intended by the 
Anſwerers. 


niſters doe ordinarily in their Pulpirs pray 
for the King in their owne exprelsions,there- 
fore there is no forme of Liturgie injoyned ? 


As for their other teſtimony, 


it 1 lefle ro the 


purpoſe, Who ever denyed that lome things 
areto be asked according to every mans 0c- 
calton? Doe we abridge this liberty, by or- 
daining a publike forme ? And it the Lords 
Prayer be yeelded for an ordinary and ſtinted 


C3 


forme, 
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forme, why nor others ? Since the oppoſlers 
of {tinted forms,do, upon the ſame grounds, 
Aug. Ep.121 decrie that alſo. S. 4uſtmAates, it 1s-freeto 
aske the {ſame things that are deſired in the 


wayes of exprelsion) who ever doubted of 
Avg. debon.perſever.c.22. Ut;- It? Yer themlelves will not 
mon tarai corde fic audirent diputa- dare to hold, that * in 5. 
em, mays ee oſietire, here was 
bait, & habebit E ccleſia ab exordits publique Lirurgje;this isbut 
furs, uſq, dum finiatar ſeculum. ro mock the Reader. 
Juſt. Mart, Apol. 2. The words Tf Tuſtin Martyr ſaid, that 
are,,on  wapis : That 1s, with all rc \ oa 
intention; and implyed in that ['s megrws | ( whom they 
of the ſame Tufi Martyr , {omewhat ouiltily tran- 
_— xolyd, FATE, 1; $09 5 TL {late Th @ Inſtucter of 
the people) prayed (as they falfly turne 
it) according to his ability: It it true; 
So doe ours, and yet God be thanked 
wee have a Liturgie , and lo had they. 
Neither is this liberty of pouring out 
-our ſelves in our prayers ever the more 
impeached by a publique forme, {ince 
both thoſe may, and doe well ſtand to- 
gether. - 
It is ſomewhat magiſterially laid by theſe 
men, thar.Set and impoſed formes were not intro- 


duced 


Lords Prayer, alits atq, altis verbs, (in other - 


- 


7 , as 
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duced : till the Arrian and Pe- OSD aol the rogers 
lagian - berefies did invade then choſe of theenicents fol- 
the Church . and as clerkly lowed, then thoſe of the Faith- 
doe they immediately full concluded. 

confute themlelves, by their owne teſti- 

monies cited' out of the Councel of Lao- 

dicea, which was before their limited time, 

as being before the Nicene : and berwixt that 

and the Neocelarean. Nothing can bemore 

full then the Canon of that ancient Synode, 5? vriy 
Thar the ſame Liturgie of prayers ſhould be ut ger, 
alwayes uſed both in morning and evening. Zn. 
Yertto mend the matter, This (lay they) Was a 14795 99u 
forme of a mans owne preſcribing : Were it to, Con.Laodec.s 
wherein is that the better ? But how appears 

it ? By another Canon in a following Coun- 

cel, which was the third Councel of Car- 

thage, c. 23. As if Carthage meant to tell 

what was before done at Laodicea. And 

what ſay the Fathers at Carthage ? Thar in al- 

ſifting at the Altar, (fo are their words) the 

Prayer ſhould be direCed to the Father, & 

quicung, fibi preces aliunde deſcribit: That 1s, who- 

foever ſhall offer to make ule of any other 

forme then is preſcribed, ſhould firſt con- 


fer with his more learned brethren : Plainly 


implying 


A Defence of the - 


Concil. Ms- 
lev.2z. cont, 


(eleſt. & 
Pelag. 


implying the contrary to thar, for which the 
Anſwerers alledge it, That theuſuall and al- 
lowed forme was not of his owne compo- 
ſing; and his owne mult not be at his owne 
choile. That of the Milevitane Councel is 
ſhuffled up by the Anlwerers, not with too 
much fidelity; for where they prerend the 
onely drift ot the Councel to be, that none 
{ſhould uſe ſer prayers, bur ſuch as were ap- 
proved of in the Synode, The words of the 
Councel are full and afhirmative , Placuit ut 
preces, It is ordered that the prayers or oriſons 
which are allowed in the Synod,&c. ſhall be 
uſed or celebrated by all men , nec aliz omnino 
dicantur and that no other ſhall be uſed in the 
Church, then thole, &c. approved in a Sy- 
nod; addinga {ound reaſon, ne forte aliqud, 


ec. Leſt perhaps ſornething may be compo- 


{ed by them, through ignorance, or want of 
care, contrary to the faith. 

Nothing can be more plaine then that our 
Saviour prelcribed to his Diſciples (beſides 
the rules) a direct forme of Prayer, whiles he 
faith, Pray thus : Much of which formel find 
cited, as of ancient uſe, out of the Seder Tephil- | 
loth of the Jews of Portugall , the Antiquity | 

Ss whereof 


_—_— 
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wherof,as not knowing how I might avow, 
I expreſſed my lelte (within three daies of 
the I” impreſſion) inthe lafe termes of the 
immedateedition; which thele men will not 
be plealed to take notice of, leſt they ſhould 
finde their mouthes to be ſtoprt before-hand, 
and ſo they ſhould have loſt their deare 


quarrell. Howloever, that it may not ſeeme 


' too ſtrange, that our Saviour ſhould take up 


the formes, and uſages, that had formerly 
obtained;ſurely, that he was pleaſed to make 
uſe,in the Celebration of his laſt,and heaven- 
ly banquet, of both the faſhions, and words 
which were uſuall in the Jewiſh feaſts, Caſ- 
ſander hath well ſhewed in his Liturgica. 

The ſet formes of prayer, that were uſed 
at the Mincha, and other the ſeverall occaſions 
of the Jewiſh ſacrifices, I finde ſpecified by 
learned {'appellus in his Spictlegzum, ro whom. 
| referre the reader. "£0 

 Inthe meane while, ſince they make ſuch 

wonder of a ſet forme, uſed by Gods people, 
ever {ince Moſes his time, I ſhall give them 
ſuch a hint thereof, as perhaps they have not 
heard of, before : Inthe Samarirane Chro- 
nicle, now inthe hands ofthe incomparable 


D Primate 
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Primate of ſreland, the Lord Archbiſhop of 
Armach, by him procured our of the Library: 
ofthe famoully learned.lo/. Scaliger, thus they 
ſhall finde, After relation of the death of 
Adrian the Emperour (whem thele Jewes 


driamus (Cu- curie with a Deus conterat ejus ofſa) which in 


jus Deas non 
wiſereatur 
obiitg, cum 
luitu mag- 
90,0. 

* (viz. the 


their computation falls upon the yeare 4513. 
from Adam, Quo tempore abſtulit, &c. At which' 
time lay they, * he tooke away that moſt ex- 
cellent book which was in their hands, ever 


high Prieſt f1nce the calme and peaceable times of the 
then living) 


Iſraelites, which contained thoſe ſongs, and 
prayers, which were ever uled before their 
lacrifices; For before every of their ſeverall 


ſacrifices, they had their ſeverall ſongs, ſtill 


uſed in thoſe rimes of peace; all which accu- 
rately written, were tranſ{mitred to the ſuble- 
quent generations, from the time of Moſes, 
(the Legat) unto this day, by the minilte- 
ry of the high Prieſt; "This book, did thar 
high Prieſt embezell, wherein was con- 
tained / their Genealogies, to the dayes of 
Phineas , together with an hiſtoricall enarra- 
tion of the yeares of their generation, and 
life; Then which book, there is no hiſtory 
beſides the Bookes of Moſes, found more 


ancient 


bs A PI” - 
"; 4 2EY 
5 © "Ap ec 
; mp 
= 5 = NE Cans 
: » oa FLgI* <a 
" 5, 8TEY 


——————— 4 


. ancient ; Thus that ancient Record, 
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That there were luch forms in the Jewiſh Buxtorfius 
Church we doubt not, bur that they ſhould - us that 
eCreedof 


bededuced tothe ule of the Church Evange- R.Ben Mai: 


licall, to ſave the labour of their devotions,is 999 wasta. 
ken out of 


bur a poore and groundleſſe requiſition. che Jews 


Thoſe formes which we have under the Licurgy. 


-names of S. lames, (who WAS, as Egeſippus 
tells us, the firſt Biſhop and Leiturgus of Fiie- 


ruſalem) of Baſil, and Chryſoſtome though they 


have ſome interſertions which are plainly 


ſpurious, yet the ſubſtance of them cannot 
-be taxed for other then holy, and ancient : 
_ 'Andthe implication of the ancient Councell 
-of Ancyra is worthy of obſervation, which 


forbids thoſe Presbyters that had once facri- 


| ficed, e90Geplr, ounaty, 1 AuTYpyur To TH tex 


xo M4Tvpor.to offter,or topreach, or toſerve 
in the holy Liturgies , or adminiſtrations; 
Howſoever, I per|wade my felfe every inge- 
nuous reader finds reaſon and authoritie e- 
nough in this undeniable praiſe ofantiqui- 


ty, to out-face an upſtart conceit, of ſome 
giddie heads, that condemne all formes of 


prayer (be they never ſo holy) becaule ſuch. 
| Now what ſhould a man doe with {ach 
D 2 (ullen 


2O 


A Defence of the 


(ullen and crabbed PIeCes As thele > If he. 


crolſe them in plainetermes, he is falſe ? If he 
comply with them in good words, he Rhe- 
toricates ? What have profeſſed concerning 
conceived prayers, but that which ever al- 
lowed, ever practiſed, both in private, and 
publike ? God is a free Spirit, and fo ſhould 
ours be, in prowring out our voluntary de- 
votions, upon all occaſions; Nothing hin- 
ders, but that this liberty , and a publique 
Liturgie ſhould be good friends, and may 
Joe hand in hand together, and wholoever 
would forcibly ſever them, let them beare 
their owne blame; I perceive, this is it which 
theſe techie men quarrell, and diſlike, that 
[ make the applaufe of conceived prayer, but 
a vantage-ground to lift up the publique 


forme of our ſacred Church-Liturgy the 
higher ; which they are indeed loth ſhould 


ſtand upon even termes, yea above ground, 


profeſledly wrangling, firſt, at the Origmall, 


then the confirmation of it : For the firſt, I had 


ſaid our Liturgie was ſelected our of ancient 
modells, including, in a parenthelis [not 
Roman but ( hriſtian} and thereby {1gnifying 
(as any ingenuous reader would conſtrue i) 

that 
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that our ſaid Liturgie had no relation either 
tothe place; or religion of Rome, but onely 


to the Chriſtian and holy matter of thoſe 


godly prayers. Now theſe charitable men fly 
out into high termes, and beleech your Ho- 
nours to conſider, How ye may truſt theſe men, 
Who ſometimes ſpeaking, and Writing of the Roman 
Church, proclaime it a true Church of Chriſt, and yet 
here, Roman and Chriſtian ſtand im oppoſition. Ig.- 
norantly , or maliciouſly 2 when any man 
may ſee here is not an oppoſition meant, but 
a difterent modification : As when the Pro- 
pher layes, 1am a Worme, and no man, Or; the 
Apoſtle, It :s no more 1, but fmm,Or; Tlive, yet not 1 
but Chriſt liveth nme : Neither is any phraſe 
more common in our uſuall {peech. In what 
ſenſe we hold the Roman, a.true Church, is 
ſo cleared by the unanimous Suffcages of 
unqueſtionable Divines, that this iran 15 too 


hor for their fingers. Being then thus quali- 


fied, our Liturgie needs not be- either aſha- 
med of its originall, (publiſhed in King Ed- 
wards Proclamation.) or blankr with their 
unjuſt aggravation. IOW! 0k 

The compoſers of it we ſtill glory to lay, 
were holy Martyrs, and Conteſlors of the 
D 3 bleſſed 
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A Defence of the 


bleſſed Reformation of Religion, and if any 
rude hand have dared tocaſta fouleaſperſion 
on any of them , he is none of the Tribe I 
plead for, I leave him to the reward of his 
 owne merits: Thus compoled , and thus 
confirmed by the recommendation of foure 
moſt religious Princes, and our owne Parli- 


amentary Acts, they dare not ablolutely dif- 


_ Chargeir; but they doe as they may, nibble at 

itin a double exception, The one of the over-ri- 
gorous preſsing of it, to the juſiling out of Preaching, 

aud conceived Prayer, which was never inten- 
ded either by the Law-makers, or moderate 
Governours of the Church , The other,that nei- 
ther our owne Lawes, nor X. James his Proclamati- 
61 are fo unalterable as the Lawes of the Medes and 
Perſians. Which bold flour, how well it be- 
comes their gravity, and pretended obedi- 
ence, we leave at either Bar. 


After an over-comprehenlive recapitulati- | 


on of their exploits in this mighty Section, 

they deſcend to two maine Queres, whereof 
the firſt is, Whether it be not fit to conſtder of the 
alteration of the preſent Liturgie; Intimaring 

herein, notan alteration in lome fexv exprel- 
ſions, excepted againſt, but a totall alteration 
£ in 


temas. 
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in the very frame of it, as their reaſons im- 
port. Yetdoubtleſle, Sirs, ye may conſider 
of it; "it 1s none of the Lawes of the Medes 
and Perſians. What if the weak judgement 
of K. lames,upon lome pretended reaſons,de- 
creed all forbearance of any farther change ? 
Whart if chat filly and ignorant Martyr, D' 
Taylor, could magnifie it to B. Gardner, and 
others, as complete ? What if great Elogies 
and Apologies have been caſt away upon ir, 
by learned men, ſince that time ? What if In- 
novations in Religion be cryed out of, as nor 
to be indured ? yet con{1der of the alteration: 
Neither need ye to doubt bur thatthis will 
be conſidered by wiſer heads then your own, 
and whatſoever ſhall be found inthe man- 
ner of the expreſsions fitto be changed, will 
doubtleſle be altered accordingly ; but the 
maine fabrick of it, which your reaſons drive 
at, my hope is we ſhall never ſee to undergoe 
an alteration : Yer ſtill doe you conſider of 
_ this your projected alceration, whiles I con{1- 
der ſhortly of the great reaſons of your con(1- 
deration. ; 
Firſt, it ſymboliſeth much with the Popiſh Maſſe: 
Surely neither as Maſle, nor as Poptth : ws 
holy 
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In his ſpeech 
at Norwich 


publiſhed. 
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holy Prayer be found in a Roman Portuiſe, | 
{hall I hate it for the place ? If I find gold 1 in. 
the channell, ſhall I throw it away becaule it 
was 1il laid * > If the Devils confeſſed Chriſt 
the Son ot God, ſhall I diſclaime that truth, 
becaule it paſſed through a damned mouth : > 
Why ſhould we notrather allow thole good 
prayers, which ſymbolize with all Chriſtian 
piety, then reje&tthole which dwel amongſt 
ſome ſuperſtitious neighbours : 2 
Tt was compoſed, you lay, mto this frame,on pur 
poſe to bring Papiſts to our Churches. Well, had it 
been ſo, the project had been charitable, and 
gracious. What can be more chank-worthy, 
then to reclaime erring ſoules ? But i failed-an 
the ſucceſſe. Pardon me, brethren, if it had 
done {o,it was neither the faulr of the matter, 
or of the men; but it did not : Sir Edward Cabs 
can tell you, chattill the eleventh yeare of Qu. 
Elizabeth, all came to Church : "Thoſe times 
knew no Reculantthen: At laſt. the Jefuiciſh 
Caſuiſts, finding their grear difpdvantage by 
the :nalbaſive als of our Litur gie, determi1- 
ned ir utterly unlawfull to joyne in Church- 
lervice with Heretiques. Hence came this ali- 
-enation, hence this diſtraction, that we have 


not: 


PRI ES 
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. lique devotion, why dee you not impute it 
to the want, or weakneſle in preaching ra- 
ther ? But that our Liturgy hath loſt any 
to the Popiſh part, it is not more paradoxe 
then ſclander. PS 

Thoſe ſtumbling blocks which you ſay 
our Liturgy laies before the feet of many, are 
by many removed, and amongſt the reſt, by 
a blind man, whole eye leſle' head direCted, 
how to avoid thoſe blocks, which thele 


quick-ſights will needs lee, how to ſtumble 


at. But it-chere be found ought that may in- 
danger a ſ{candall, iris under carefull hands 
G__S..; 5; ers 
ſes Jdolizd , they fay,, in England, they 
mearie at Amſterdam, ſome Separiſts have 


others {ay rather that. too many doe inju- 
riouſly make an Idol! of preaching, ſhall 


we therefore conſider of abandoning it ? 


praiſe of it, muſt it therefore be marred in 

mending?!:.. 7551 ered 0 0] 
 Multidudes of people, (they {ay;)diftaſt t;more 

ſhame for thoſe that have-{o miſtaught 


————_——_ 3 min ——_— 


not won more; it is not the fault of our pub- 


made it fuch, never any juſt Proteſtant: 


and if ſome one have paſſed an hyperbolicall 


them; 


M. Fiſher, 


6, 


_ Defence wy hy - 


_ them; , ( would God roo much multitude 


did not, (through 1] teaching) diſtaſt the 
truth of wholſome doEtrine, and abhorre 
Communion with the true Church of 
Chriſt) ſhall we to humour them, abandon 
both ? 

There is a vaſt difference, (they ſay) betweene 
it ad the Litureies of all other reformed Churches. 
A difference ? wherein ? not inthe effentiall 
points, but! in ſome accidents, and outward 
formalities; Whoſe fave is that? ours was be- 
fore theirs : . why did notthey conforme to 
us, rather, hen we- come backeto them 1 
may boldly fay, ours was, and is the more 


| noble Church, and therefore more fit to 


lead, then to follow : Bur indeede fince 
our Languages, and Regions are different: 
what neede 15 there, our Liturgies ſhould 
be one ? and why ſhould we bee more 


rycd to their formes, then thoſe of all 6ther 


Chriſtians, Grecians, Armenians ,Copths, 
Abaſlne , Arabian Egyprian : 2 all which 
difler in Rd lefle "iu each other , then we 
from them : Conſider now, brethren, whe- 


ther theſe reaſons of a change be worthy of 


any conſideration. 
The 
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= The ſecond Quere is{o weak.that I wonder 
it could fall from the pens of wiſe men, 
Whether the firſt reformer h eligion did ever intend 
the uſe of « Liturgie, further then to be an helpe in 
the want, and to the weakneſſe of the Miniſter; Bre- 
| thren, can ye thinke that our Reformers had 
any other intentions then all other the foun- 
ders of Liturgies,through the whole Chriſti- 
an, yeaand' Jewiſh Church ? the leaſt part 
of whoſe care was the help of the Miniſters 
weaknefle, and their maine driftthe helpeof 
the peoples devotion ; that they knowing 
before-hand, the matter, that ſhould be ſued 
| :; for, and the words wherewith it ſhould be 
clothed, might be the more preparedto joyne 
theirhears tothe Miniſters rongue, and be 
ſo much more intent upon their devotion, as 
they had lefle necdeto be diftracted with the 
doubrfull expectation of the matter , or 
; words to be delivered. 
 Irisnolefleboldly then untruly ſaid, that 
all other Churches reformed, though they uſe Litur- 
vies, doe not binde thew Mrmifters to the uſe of them, 
[Binding] 15an ambiguous TI beſeech you tell me brethren, 
- word; .k-am fute - borh 72k you confirae enole words of 
the French, and Dutch, ebr 'of E DIRE As m $48, 
£ 8 Churches 
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Ott.22. Ouod ad formnlam precum 
et rituz Eccleſfraſticorum, walde proto 
#t certailla extet a qua paſtoribuz diſ- 
cedere non liceat in funttione ſua; tam 
ut conſulatur qnorumaan ſimplicitats 
& imperitie, quam ut certis ua con- 
ftet omnium inter ſe eccleſiarum cox- 
ſenſus, poſtremo etiam, &c. That is; 
As for a forme of prayers, and of 
rites Eccleſiatticall,I do greatly ap- 
provethat there be a certaine one 
extant from which it ſhould not 
be lawful for the Miniſters 1n their 
funRion to depart : both that by 


chis meanes proviſion may be. 


made for the f1mplicity,. and un- 
skilfulneſſe of ſome, and the con- 
ſent of all Churches amongſt the- 
ſelves may more. certainly .ap- 
peare; Laſtly that.chus there may 
bea remedy for the deſultory levi- 


ry of ſome men that affect ill cer- 


taine innovations;as I have ſhow- 
ed that the Catechiſme it ſelfe 
ſerves for this purpoſe. 'So there- 
fore there ought to be aſet forme 
of Catechiſme, a ſer forme of ad- 
miniſtration of Sacraments, and 
of publique Prayers. 


Churches (In both which 
| have beene preſent) re- 
quire _ their prelcribed 


\formes, to be uſed both 


in Bapriſme, and .in Cele- 


bration of the Lords Sup-_ 


per, and 1n ſolemnization 
of Matrimony : And in 
whatranke will they place 
the Lutheran Churches? 
And if the reformed 
Churches ule this liberry, 
what a poore handfull are 
they to that world of Chri- 
ſtian Churches abroad, 
which doe both uſe & in- 
joyne their Liturgy, in that 
frſt forme we have ſeene 


urged in the Melevitane. 


Councell. EIS 
The Rubricke in King 


2 Edwards bookeis mil-conſtrued, which only 
out of reſpect tothe peoples eale, and their 
more willing addiction to. the hearing of 
Sermons, (which were then {o much more 

long as they were more rare) gave that liber- 


ty 
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ty-to Miniſters in the uſe of the Liturgy, 
which divers Ordinaries atthis day(upon my 


 certaine knowledge) .have often yeelded un- 


to : ThatRubrick imports no more then-our 
practiſe ; neither of them diſparages our Li- 
rurgie. KG PT 1 Of cout 

The Homilies are left free (they lay) to: be read 
or not, by-preaching Mmifters ; why not then. the Li- 
turgie * And if it can-be thought no leſſe then: ſacri- 
ledge to rob the people of the Mmiſters gift in preach- 
ing, and to tie him to Homilies, it can be noleſſe to 
deprive them of their gift mi Prayer. Did we ut- 
terly abridge all Miniſters of the publique ule 
of any conceived Prayer , on what occaſion 
ſoever, the argument might hold force a- 
gainſt us ; bur, thar being yeelded, our Litur- 
gie is untouched : Neither were tt a leſler {a- 
criledge to rob the people of a let forme, by 
the liberty of a free expreſsion : And how 


doth this argument more ſtrike us then all 
the Churches of the Chriſtian world, whoſe 


preaching is out of their conception, whiles 
their Liturgje 1s injoyned ? 

It is a falſe ground, that the impoling of 
the Book tyes godly-men from exerciſing 
their gift in Prayer : An injoyned Liturgjie 


E 3 may 


— 


PE A Defence of the 


may well ſtand with the freedome of a 


Prayer conceived : 'The Desk 1s no hinde- 
rance to the Pulpit : He is wanting to his du- 
ty, that ſlackneth eirher ſervice. 

 Muchleſſe canthis beany reaſon to keep 
men from their preſence at our Church-ler- 
vice, that a Liturgie is impoſed. "Tell me, Is 
this Liturgic good orevill ? If it beevill, ir is 
unlawfull to be uſed; It good, it is not, un- 
lawfull to be impoſed : And were the impo- 
ſition amiſle, what is that tothe people ? Iris 
impoſed upon the Miniſter ; that whether 
act, or pal(sion reſts. in him, the people are no 


more concerned in it, then it a Miniſter 


| ſhould tyc himſelfetothe ule of a Prayer of 


his owne making, (as I have knowne ſome 
of the moſt famous Divines of this King- 
dome conſtantly do:) If then there be no way 
left torecover the people to a ftinted prayer, 
bur by leaving it free to uſe, or not to. ule, Oh 
miſerably mil-led people; whom. nothing, 
belike, can reclaime, (after ſuch dodrine in- 
ſtilled) bura profeſſed confuſion ! Well may 
they objecttothemlelyes inthis way, diviſi- 
ons and diſturbances, tollowing upba.a pet- 
tect deformity ; and ſooner may they object 


then 


ak aE bs 


| 
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then avoid them. But why more here (they ſay) 
then in other Reformed Churches * The difference 
is evident,Our Churches have never been but 
uſed to a lettled we =, mum the eares and 
hearts of our people look for ; 'Theirs, per- 
haps, began without it : Yer ſo, as I doubt 
not but if any man ſhould now refuſe to 
conforme to their eſtabliſhed formes , hee 
ſhould foone feelethe dint of their cenſures. 
The like anſwer ſerves for their objefted 
Homilies : Surely were they enjoyned to all, 
by lawfull Authority, and made {© familiar 
ro the eares of every congrtevation, as the Li: 
turgje is, ſome few could not forbeare thetri 
withour offence ; whiles withall, they ſhould 
be allowed the helps of preaching: As in this 
caſeit is donie, the tife of the ſet Liturgie be- 
ing ſeconded by prayets conceived. Bur the 
project is ſingular, That if any Miniſters ſhould 
prove inſufficient to diſcharge the duty of Prayer na 
conceived way,it may be impoſed upon him as a pu- 
niſhment to uſe ſet formes, and no other. Never 
Confeſlor injoyned ſuch a penance, Never 
Law-maker impoſed fuch a mult: Certain- 
ly it were 2 morejuſt and needfull motidn, 
that many who take upon them to preach , 

- (with 


al 
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(with no ſmall abuſe of Gods ſacred Word) 
might (as in way of correction) be injoyned 
onely to reade Homilies : Bur who ſees not 
inthis overture, an utter caflation of that Li- 
turgie which is pretended to be left free? For 
if the freedome of a ſole conceived prayer 
ſhall depend upon the ſuppoled ſufficiencie 
of the Miniſter , ſhew me the man amongjt 
five hundred of the forward Artizans, that 
will confeſſe, or think himlſelfe inſufficient 
for the act, or unfurniſhed with the gifts of 
Prayer ? Away then with the Book, whiles it 
may be ſupplied with a more profitablenon- 
ſenſe. Surely , where God hath beſtowed 
gifts, it.is fit they ſhould be imployed, and 
improved tothe belt advantage of his people: 
But where there is nothing. but an empty 
over-Ween ing, and proud ignorance, there is 
great reaſon for ajuſt reſtraint. | 
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Hus their .cavils concerning the Litur- 

_ giearevaniſhed,we deſcend to the lon- 
ger quarrell of Epilcopacie : Where it is their 
20 ll 
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ill hap to ſtumble again at the entring into 
theſe Liſts : beginning their anſwer (pardon 
good reader) with a manifeſt leaſing; whiles 
they dare ſay , that whatſoever hath beene either 
ſpoken, or written by any , either learned Divines,or 
well reformed Churches, 1s taxed by me, as no other 
then the unjuſt clamours of weake,or factions perſons: 
Certainly, had I done ſo, I had beene no 
lefſe worthy to be {pit upon , for my ſaucy 
uncharitableneſſe, then they are now tor 
their uncharitable falſhood : After my com- 
plaints of the many railing inveCtions, and 
ſcandalous Libells publiſhed of late, I came 
now to bemone my ſelte to that high Court 
« of Juſtice, in thele words; As for that 
« forme of Epiſcopall government which 
« hath hitherto obrained in the Church of 
* God, I confeſle I am confounded in my 
« ſelfe to heare with what unjuſt clamours 
© itis cryed downe abroad, by either weake 
« or factious perſons ; Abroad (Tay) in rela- 
tion to both Houles, leſt any malicious per- 
ſon ſhould have traduced my words, as re- 
flecting upon any tree ſpeech, made in either 
of them, againſt ſome of thar calling , allu- 
dingto that impious licentiouſneſſe of our 

hs F frequent 
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\ A Defence of the 
frequent Libellers, both in the City and 
Countrey , which ſhamefully revile Epi- 
{copacy, as wicked and Antichriſtian ; Now 
come theſe brotherly flanderers (ſure the 
termes can beno better) and would needs 
wier-draw my words as farre as France, 
Germany , or Geneva it ſelfe, and cry out of 
my Arrogancy, as condemning all Divines, 
all Churches ; which the God of heaven 
knowes never came within the verge of m 
thoughts; Yea, if I could have beene. ſo 
abominably preſumptuous as to inlarge my 
[abroad] to other Nations, yer I beleech you, 
readers, how well this followes, Epiſcopall 
_ government 1s with. unjuſt clamors cryed 
downe abroad, by either weake or factious 
perſons , therefore, whoſoever ſpeakes or 
writes againſt Epiſcopacy, is either weake or 
factious : Brethren, it you have any remain- 
ders: of modeſty, or truth ;, left in you, cry 
God mercy for this egregious and palpable 
calumnie. 

Of the ſame ſtraine is their witty deſcant 
»e- Upon my confoundedneſſe ; I made uſe of the 


reris confuſue phraſe, as that which is taken up by the moſt 


amici, 
xal. 


Fate: elegant Greeke and Latine authors, to ex- 


preſle 
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preſſe extreame ſorrow, thefe deepe Philolo- 
gers, (as not ſeeming to know other ſenſe) 
take it of a confoundednefle, through di- 
ſtraction;ſure the manis not in his right wits:Ma pn, 
uno So eyiufha; And how lo, trow we? 
Heare how he raves ? He talkes of all peaceable and 


right affected ſons of the Church, andcraves an admit- 


tance in all their names , whereas all could not take 
notice of his booke; doubtleſſe a deepe phrenſie; Bre- 
thren, I am ſtill, and ſhall ever be thus ſelfe- 
confounded, as confidently to fay, that he is 
no peaceable , and right afteRted ſonne of the 
Church of England, that doth not both hate 
Libells, and wiſh well to Licurgy and Epi- 
{copacy; both which ſumme up my humble 
Remonſtrance. 

Bur this ſlippe, they confeſle, is ſmall, 
that other is worthy of a large Dos of Elle- 
bore; that I ſay , Epiſcopall government, that is, 
government by Dioceſan Biſhops, derives it ſelfe 
from the Apoſtles times ; this (they ſay) they cannot 
but ranke among(t my notorious ——— ſpeake out 
Maſters ; I would not have that word ſticke 
in your teeth, or in your throate; and why is 
this truth ſo notorious ? becauſe there were no 
Dioceſans of above an hundred yeares after Chriſt, 

F'2 Now 


A Defence of the 


Now readers, I beſeech you, caſt backe your 
eyes upon thoſe Lines of mine; and fee, 
whether I make any mention atall of Dioce- 
{ans; but onely of the facred government by 
Epiſcopacy ; Wanton wits mult have leave 
to play with their owne ſterne, Brethren, 
. What needs this importunity ? Even felfe- 
confounded men doe not alwayes ſpeake 
falſe, Whar the joynt-confeſsion of all refor- 
med Divines is concerning the derivation of 
Epiſcopacy from the Apoſtolike times , I 
have elſewhere ſhewed trom fome, in the 
name of all; and ſhall doe againe in the due 
place; to what purpole were this unſeaſona- 
ble anticipation ? Indeed no true Divine did 
ever hold otherwiſe, The queſtion never 
was, Whether Biſhops were derived from 
the Apoſtles,But whar kinde of Bifhops they 
were : Forus, if we not deduce ours from 
them 3n reſpect of all the effentialls of our 
calling , let the ſhame be ours. Whereas I 


. faythe government hath continued without | 


any*interruption, they aske jeeringly, what at 
Rome ? and tell me of ſome places of the 
world, as Scotland for example, wherein this 
government was never knowne for many 


yeares 


| 
— 
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| = yearestogether. Brethren, what means this, 
:” whether ſimplicity , or {corne ? Could yee 
imagine me to meane, that every place 
- through the whole world hath had a conti- 
| > nuedLineof Biſhops,everſince the Apoſtles? 
+, ſure you cannot wrong your owne judge- 
ments; Alas, we could ell you of China, Ja- 
| pan, Peru, Braſil, New-England, Virginia, 
| and a thouſand others, that never had any 
| Biſhaps to this day : Yer itis never the leſle 
fate to ay, that the forme of Government by 
Bifhops 4n the Chriſtian world , derives ir 
| ſelfe (without interruption) from the Apo- 
| ſtles times; for as much as there hath been no 
time, or age fincethem, wherein there hath 
Not been this forme of Epiſcopall Govern- 
ment continued. You tell me, that In ancient 
times the Scots were mſtructed by Prieſts , and 
Monks, and were without Biſhops two hundred and 
ninety years. Tacknowledge the words of 1o- 
hannes Major, I wiſh they had not been with- 
our, either before, or ſince; bur what is this 
ro my aſſertion ? There could be no interrup. 
tion of that, which had as yet no being : nei- 
ther did I ever ſay that Biſhops were every 
where. ys 
F-3 You 
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You come to England, there you think to 
have me ure ; you defireto know of the Re- 
monſtrant, Whether God had a Church in Eng- 
land in Q.Maries dayes or no? And If ſo, who were 
then Biſhops ? Sure, brethren, you cannot be lo 
ignorantas you make your {elves ; Have you 
not ſeen M* Foxes Acts and Monuments ? 


Have ye not ſeen M* Fr: Maſons Vindication 


of our {ucceſsion ? Or doe ye make no diffe- 
rence betwixt an intermiſsion andan inter- 
ruption ? Doe yenot know that even the See 
of Rome, (which would faine boaſt of a 
known ſucceſsion) hath yet been without a 
Biſhop longer then the whole raigne of Qu. 
Mary . if we may beleeve Damaſus himſelfe, 
after Marcellinus, for 7. years, 6. months, and 


25. dayes? And if after the martyrdome of 


our Orthodoxe Biſhops, revolted, or Popiſh 
governours held thoſe Sees they were _— 
in their -places, judgement, and practiſe, 
there was notan utter abolition of their cal- 
ling, which their repentance reſtored to its 
firſt vigour. Where I juſtly aver this continu- 
anceto have been without the contradiction 
of any one congregation in -the Chriſtian 
world, you yainly think to choak me with a 


ſtory 
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ſtory from our own darling, Heylin, which 
rels us of the furious violence of the people of 
Biſcay againſt the Biſhop of Pampelona, re- 
ported alſo by the Spaniſh hiſtory : ro which 
you reterre us; concealing yer, that which the 
lame hiſtory relates, that this was done upon 
{ome attempts and wrong conceived to be 
offered them by the Clergy. 

A goodly inſtance, and fit for the gall of 
your inke , and as good a conſequence. The 
Biſcainers upon a private quarrell are enra- 


ged againſt the perſon of You might as well have told. us 
their Biſhop, and for his out of the ſame Author, of the 


: . q Rrangecongirions that arein uſe 
lake (for the time) againſt amongſt them, which they im- 


_ his tellowes : therefore poſe upon their King, ifever hee 


*(: - come intothetr coaſt; of his ri- 
lome Chriſtian congregatl- ding with one leg bare, and their 
on denies the ſuccefle of E- mocking ofhim with their 24a- 


pilcopallGovernment, from 794%. 
the times of the Apoſtles. Of the like validity 
and judgement is your inſtance of French 


| Scotiſh and Belgick Churches : Who doubts 


_ ofeither their Chriſtianity, or their contra- 


diction to Epiſcopacy ? Bur if you did not 
wilfully both ſhut your owne eyes, and in- 
deavour to blind the eyes of your Reader,you 
could not but fee, that I limit the time unrcill 


this 


__—_— 
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this preſent age. Good brethren , whiles you 
object bold falſhoodto me, learn ro make 
ſome conſcience of truths. To letpaſle your 
untrue ſuggeſtions concerning my aſſertion, 
of oneand the ſame forme of Prayer conti- 
nued from Mofes to the Apoſtles, and by the 
Apoſtles, &c. I cannot but wonder with 
what face you can reckon it amongſt my un- 
truths, that Epiſcopall Government hath 
continued in this and, ever ſince the firſt 
| plantation of the Goſpel. Ichallengeyou be- 
tore that awfull Bar, to which you have ap- 
pealed, name bur one yeare ever ſince Chri- 
{tianity had footing in England, (which was 
under the Britiſh or Roman Goverrerment) 
wherein there were no Biſhops in this Land, 
It you can name neither yeare nor Author, 
be aſhamed to ſay this truth hath had any 
contradiction, or elſe I hope the Readers will 
be aſhamed of you. Whar a poore ſhift is it 
to tell me of the contradiction that Epiſcopa- 
cie hath had ſince the Reformation ? I can 
tell the world that your ſelves oppoſe it; 
what of that ? You miſlikethe Government, 
you cannot deny that it hath ſo long conti- 
nued> ſo as my aſſertion continvies inviola- 


ble, 
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'-»- ble; that the form of this government hath, 
without contradiction , continued here ever 
ſince the firſt plantation of the Golpell. 

The man runs on ſtill, you ſay , and as think- 
ing to get credit to bis untruths by their multiplica- 
tion, dares boldly ſay,that except all Hiſtories,all An- 
thors, faile them, nothing can be more certaine then 
this truth :and here you cry out,Os durum ! and 
aggravate the matter enviouſly , by the in- 

Rance of Divine truths, concerning the 
maine points of our holy Creede : Bur,good 
firs, doeye bethinke whom you lpeaketo ? 
Could you ſuppoſe to meete with ſo meane 

- readers as ſhould not know that no phraſe is 

moreordinary in our hourely diſcourſe,then 

this; when we would cofidently aftirme any 
truth, to ſay , Ic is ſo true as nothing can be 
truer?Nort to enter into any metaphylicalldiſ- 
courſe concerning the being, or degrees of 
rruth, (wherein ſome that would be wiſe, 
may perhaps have loſt themſelves) would 
any man thinke it reaſonable, that upon ſuch 

an ordinary and familiar aſſertion, he ſhould 

be called to account for the articles of his 
Creede, and be urged to compare his truth 

with Gods ? Away with this witlefle and 

| I mali- 


—— 
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malicious intimation : Pardon me readers, 


that have ſpent {o much time and paper, in 


following thele triflers {0 clole; their uncha- 
ritable ſuggeſtions drew me on, Judge ye 


now whether of us have more jult caule of 
indignation. 


———— 


Sect. IIHI. 


Fiero they have flouriſhed, now Thope, 
they will ſtrike; againſt the Libellers 


' iaportune projects of innovations, I urged 


that were this Ordinance meerly humane, or 
Eccleſtaſticall, ifchere could be no moe ſaid 
for it, but thar it 1s excceding ancient, of 
more then 1500. yeares ſtanding, and inthis 
Tland of the ſame age with the Goſpell it 
ſelfe,this might be ajuſt reaſon ro make men 
tender of admitting achange; an argument 
which 1 ſeconded with ſo rationall inforce- 
ment, as will I doubt not prevaile with all 
unpartiall judgments : Now my witty An- 
{werers tell me this is an argumentum Galeatum 


. (and that the reader may know they have 


leenea Father, cite Fierome , who gavethat 
title 
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title to a Prologue, but never to an argu- 
ment) and as if arguments were Almanacks, 
tell us, it was Calculated for the Meridian of Epiſco- 
pacy, and may indifferently ſerve for all Religions. 
Truly brethren, you have not well taken the 
height of the Pole,nor obſerved a juſt zenith, 


for could you lay ſo much for the Presbyre- 


riall government, had ir continued here ſo 
long, I ſhould never yeeld my voteto alter 
it. an uninterrupted courſe of ſo many yeares 
ſhould ſettle ir {till : So as you are plainly de- 
ceived, the argument 1s not calculated for 
the Meridian of Epiſcopacy; but for whatſo- 
ever government; if ſo long time have given 
it peaceable poſleſhon, there had needeto be 
ſtrong reaſons of Law , for an ejection , But 
that it wy ſerve for all Repons , It is butan 
envious ſuggeſtion; unlefle you adde this 


withall ſave where the ground of the change - 
is fully convictive,and irrefragable;in which 


cauſe both the mouthes of Jews, and Hea- 
thens, and Papiſts, and your owne may be 
juſtly ſtopped. 

As for that overworne obſervation of 
Cyprian, that our Saviour ſacs, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life; but doth not ſay, I am cuſtome, 
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itisno leſſe plauſible then uſefull , but if we 
regard loundnefle of ratiocination , itis an 
illuſtration meerly negative : {ſo we may lay, 
he ſaith not, I am reaſon, I am experience, I 
am authority ; and yet avthority experience, 
reaion are worthy to ſway with us, in all 
matters of queſtion : and withall, He that 
laid, Tam the way , laid, that the old way was the 


good way : and if cuſtome without truth (as 


chat Father ſaid well) be nothing bur a gray- 
haird error ; or, as Sir Francis Bacon wittily, 
Antiquity withourtruth is a Cipher without 
a figure, yet where cuſtome and anciquity 
are backed with truth, there they are figures 
multiplied with many Ciphers. 

As for the time wherein their Learned 
ancients afhrme,the Church notto have been 
governed by Biſhops, but by Presbyrers, and 
for the difference pretended to be berwixt the 
Primitive Biſhops, and ours, we ſhall meer 


- with it 3n ſuch due timeand place, as ſhall 


be juſtly occahioned ; Whar needs this frivo- 
lous walt of unſeaſonable words ? where- 
with unlefle theſe men deſired to {well up 
this their windy bulke, why doe they tell us 
yet againe, of that already anſwered, and 

oround- 
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proundichic exception; againft both their 
owneeyes, and conlcience; where [ lay, that 
that :his government hath continued in this 
lland, ever fince the plantation of the Goſpel 
without contradiCtion ; when as they can- 
not name any man in this Nation thatever 
contradicted Epilcopacie,till this preſent age, 
or thatever contradicted thistruth, that Epi- 
ſcopacy hath ſo long continued in this Iland, 
whichis the only driftof my words;For alas, 
could I be {o {imple as notto know that this 
age hath bred: oppoſition'enough to the pre- 
ſent government ? could-I doubt whether 
thee very men oppoleit ? Yet, let the boldeſt 
forehead of them all denie that ic hath conti- 
nued thus long in this our Tland, or thatany 
till this age contradicted{'it; ſo'as that my al- 
ſertion is jult, their exception falle and vaine: 
As for that ſupplie of acceſſory ſtrength, 
which I not begge, bur raile,and eyince from 
the light of nature and rules of jult policie, 
for the continuance of thoſe things, which 
long ule and many laws have firmly eftabli- 
thed, as neceſlary , and beneficiall, it will 
ſand long enough , againſt the batrery of 


their Paper-pellets; It ſome ſtatute Laws, 


&'1 which 
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which ſeemed once neceſſary, and benefici- . . 
all, proving afterwards, in proceſle of time, 

noxious and burthenſome, have beene juſt- ” 
ly, and wilely repeated ; Let them tell me, i 
whether the fundamentall Laws of the 4 
Kingdome, upon any mans abuſe , may be | 
ſubject to alteration, or whether rather their 
wiledomes would not think fit to determine | 


that the Lawes muſt ſtand, and the abules be 
removed, ſuch is the caule we have now in 
hand, and if we ſhall goe leſle : I {peake not 
againſt an impoſſibilicy , but an eaſineſle of 
change, the queſtion being ſo ſtated (which 
their guiltinefſe would willingly over-look» + 
that things indifferent, or good, having beene 
by continuance and generall approbation 
well rooted in Church or State, may not up- 


on light grounds be pulled up. 
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[ Juftly fetch the pedegree of our holy cal- 
ling from no leſle then Apoſtolicall (and 
in that right, Divine) inſticution, and prove 
it from the cleare practiſe of their immediate =” | 

luccel- 


' >- ſucceſſors, and juſtly triumph in that conhi- 
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dence. They tell me of one {cruple yet remai- 
ning.:Itis well it therebe no more: And what 
may that be ? 'That m origmall authority of Scrip- q 
ture, Biſhops and Presbyters went originally for the { 
ſame. Alas, brethren, what needed this to be : 
a {crupiein your thoughts, or your words, 
when it 1s-in expreſle termes granted by us 2. 7, Aides, 
Thar there was at firlt a plaine Identity in 5-7 Ac 
their denomination, here is one page,andthat 1 4 (1641.) | 
not without ſome labour of proofs , idly >. Tl 
loſt. DT 

It is true, that the Remonlſtrant under- . 
takes to ſhew a cleare 'and received diſtincti- 
on of Biſhops, Presbyters,and Deacons,(out 
of the undeniable writings of thoſe: holy 
men, which livedin the times of the Apo- 
{tles, andafterthem) with an evident ſpecih- 
cation of their ſeveral duties ; And what lay 
my Anſwerers to this ? Yer, ſay they, Let us 
tell hm, that we never find in Scripture theſe three 
Orders,Biſhops. Presbyters,Deacons. Brethren, ye | 
might have ſpared to tell me that which I 
had told you before: I ſpeak of the monu- 
ments of immediate fuccelszon to the Apo- 
ſtolique rimes ; Ye, of the writings of the 
Apoſtles 


= 
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Apoſtles themſelves :' How then-doe you ei- 


——— 


ther anſwer, or oppoſe my aſſertion ? Al- 
though I mult allo tellyou, chat though in 
the Apoſtolique Epiſtles. there be no nomi- 
nall diſtinction of thertitles, yet there is a reall 
diſtinction and ſpecification of the duties, as 
we ſhall ſee in due place. 

That ye may leem not to {ay nothing and 
may make your Readers belecye you are not 
quite forſaken of Antiquity, ye call Ferome, 
Chryſoſtome, T beophylact, Irenzus, and Cyprian, to 
the book : And what evidence will they give 
for you ? "That the names of Biſhops and 
Presbyters were not at frſt diſtinguiſhed, but 
uſed 4Saxpims, in a promiſcuous ſenſe, and 
that ſome ſucceeding Biſhops of Rome were 
ſtyled Presbyrers, 1 his 1s all : but that your 
trifling may.appeare to all the world, Name 
but any one of our Writers, who have hither- 
to ſtood up.in the cauſe of Epilcopacie , that 
hath not granted and proclaimed this which 
youcontend for:Although withall let metell 
you,that you could not have broughta ſtron- 
ger argument againſt your ſelves : for hence 
the world ſhail fee how little force can be 
drawne from the name to the thing, ſince 


the 
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the mentioned Ancetns, 'Pius, Hdypinus, Teleſ- 
phorus , Biſhops of Rome, are fo famouſly 
knowneto have beene in an height of eleva- 
tion, above -Presbyters ; And fince Cyprian, 
who. is ſtyled-by his Presbyrers, Frater, is ne- 
verfoundto-ſtyle his:Presbyrers , Biſhops; 
And being an holy Biſhop himſelfe,in many 


Epiſtles, ſtifly.maintaines the: eminence” of. 


his ſuperiority; fd igf{fome-whiles honored 
with the title ; of: Beatiſhmus Papa Oyprianus, 
which I ſuppoſe was never given to ameere 
Presbyter : But what docI heteffollow-them: 
who confeſk themelyes.ourof theiway ? Ar 
kf, acknowledging, that! their 'adverſatics' 
confeſle,that which they would needs ſpend 


tmeto prove; let the names paſſe; All the 


queſtion 1s of the diſtin&tion et their offices r 


which:they willfollow astediouflyas looſly. 


And firſt they would faine know what 


we: make the diſtin& office of a. Biſhop, 


wherein they fall ſomewhar'unhappily,up- 


on the very words! of that branded Erins.;b- 
it lay they, to edifie the Church by Word &5 Sacra- 
wents 2 1s it. to ordaine athers to that. worke * Is it 
to.rule ; to gdverne by adnwonitian, und by.other cen- 
fures/any or all of theſe belong\nnto the Presbytery.. 
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| Compare now,the words of /rius; asthey 


are related by Epiphanius, whom that Father 
brings in {peaking thus, concerning Epiſco- 
pacy ana. Presbytery, There #5 one order of both, 
one bonoy, one" dignuty, the Biſhop impoſeth hands, fo 


doth the Presbyter; the Bifhop doth\adminiſter Gods 


worſhip or ſervice, ſodoth the Presbyter, the Biſhop 


fitteth.on-the throne, ſo, dath alſo the Presbyter : See 


reader aid acknowledge the very phraſes of 
that man, whom holy antiquity cenſured 


eveninthis point both for a tranticke man, 


and-ar; hereticke; Brethren, God ſpeedeyou 
well with. your queſtion; 'As -for the eſt 
which is edifying the Church by'Word, aid 
Sacraments, we make no difference, your 
diſtance may; we both hold: ir'our worke 
and make. it fo; andiifany one have beene 
ſlacke- herein, the-fauk 1s perſonal}; we nei- 
thet defend, nor exculeit. The maine quar- 
rell you: grant tabe-inthe ſecond, which is 
the; power of Ordinartion;' impropriated (as 
you enviouly: and: untruly tpeake) to: our 
ſelves: This you {ay was in former times in 
the hands of the Presbyters,and undertake to 
proveitirom 1 Fim4:14. NelefFnd the gift 
which-was" given thee by Propheſie, and by laying on. 
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the hands of Presbytery,a place that hath received 


anſwer wpywetus; Which I wonder ye can 


 fopreſke, when { alvinhimſelfe, (as you well 


know) in his learned” Inſtitutions, even in 
bis laſt, and ripeſt judgement, conſtrues it 


quite otherwiſe; taking ir of the office, and 


not of the men; (however cllewhere other- 
wiſe) wherein allo he tollowes the judge- 
ment of Jerome , Primaſius , Anſe'me., Haymo, 


Liranus , Eraſmus , and others, as our learned 


Bifthop Dounham hath largely ſhewed. 

To countenancethis ſenſe of yours,you tell 
115,308 finde apwGnig©,jfo taken in Scripture; and 
cite Luc.22.66.and Act.22.35. Wherein you doe 
meerly delude the reader;you find indeed the 
Elders ofthe people ſo called, but the Elders 


ofthe Church never,co makegood your own 


conſtruction therefore, you muſt maintaine 


that Lay-mendid and muſt lay on hands in Ordinati- 
#7, which Calvin himſelfe utterly abominares. 

"Neither .need we to give any other ſati(- 
faction tothe point,chen that which we have 
from S. Paul himſelte, 1 T1m.3.6. Stirre up the 


gift of God which is in thee: by the impoſition of 


myhands; mine, not others: Iaskethen, Was 
Twiothy ordained mote then once* once fure- 
k H 2 ly 
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ly SiParls hands were laid upon him , when 
therefore the Presbyters ? Jes, you ſay, this was 
a joint att of both, elſe the: Harmony of Scripture is 
not maintamed; Pardon me brethren it I thinke 


M-.:(alvm was more: skilled in the harmony 


of Scripture then our ſelves, yet in. his eare1t 
founded well, that az:oCvripor, ſhould be the 
Office; to which Timothy was ordained by 
Paul, and-not a company of men that ordai- 
ned-him ; Yet give me leave to marvell how 
you can have the boldneſſe to fay,This power is 
communicated to Presbyters, when you know 
that. not onely. other Antiquity, but even 
Hierome himſelfe and that Councell of Aquiſ- 
grane which you cite, doe ſtill except Ordina- 
tion, which yet we doe not ſo appropriate, as 
to lay our hands alone upon the. head of any 
P resbyter. | 
Thethird part of our Office conſiſts in Ru- 
ling; which though-our Biſhops (you ſay.) aſſumed 
to themſelves,you will diſcover to have bin committed 
to, and exerciſed by Presbyteriall hands, For evi- 
dence whereof you cite Heb.13.17.. Obey them 
that have the Rule over yau, for they watch for your 
ſouls. Brethren, what aninjurious imputation 
is this ? -do-we not give youthe title of Recto- 
res 
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res Ecclefiarum ? doe we not in your Inſtitu- 
tion commit to you regimen animarum ? Why 
will ye therefore beare your readers in hand, 
that we herein rob you of your right ? Ir is 
eruethar hereis a juſt diſtindtion-to be made. 
berwixt the government of ſoules, in ſeve- 
rall Congregations”, and the government of 
the Church, conſiſting of many Congrega- 
tions; that taske is yours, this is the Biſhop: 
wherein their rule yet,is not Lordly,but bro- 
therly, or paternall, your argument reacheth 
not home to this , and yet you ſtrainethat 


place of 1 Thef.5.12. beyond the due bredrh, 


whiles you tenter it out to either a paritie, or 
communitie of cenſure: 

Injoy now what you have ſo viCtorioully. 
purchaled, but give me leave toſumme up 
my reckonings alſo , Since then (how ever 
the name was at firſt promiſcuoully uſed, 
yet). the Office of Bifhops, and Presbyrers 
diftered, even by Apoſtolike-inſtitution t and 
the Acts pertaining thereto, of Ordination, 
and power of ordinary government and cen- 
ſures, were in thatvery firſtage of the Church: 

mainifeſtly differenced ; therefore Biſhops 
_ andPresbyters were not one. 
H 3 SECT. 
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SECT. VI. 


| HE practiſe of the Apoſtles is ſo farre 
T from contradicting their rules, (which 
your brotherly charity would faſten upon 
my aſſertion )as thar it 15 a moſt cleareproofe, 
and illuſtration of ir, Their praCtiſe is irre- 
fragable in the charge , which they gave to 
Timethy, and Titus, as we ſhall prove in due | 
place : Now it to this we {hall adde the j 
unqueſtionable gloſle of the more cleare 
practiſe of their immediate ſucceſſors, I - | 
know not what morelight can be deſired 
for the manifeſtation of this truth. Whereto 
ye boldly anſwer, If this gloſſe corrupt not the | 
text, we ſhall admit it; implying therein , roo | 
prelumptuoully , that the univerlall practiſe 
of the whole Primitive Church fucceedi 
the Apoſtles , May provea Bandeunigloti 
ro marre the Text. Fo » 

Brethren, goe you your owne my; let me 

erre With ſuch guides : But ye are diſpoled to 
be liberall; ſomewhat ye will grant us, be- 
ſides that which we grant you. Ir it agreed, 

that 
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that the nawe of Biſhops and Presbyters 


were at farſt promiſcuouſly uled, It is yeelded 
by you, That m proceſſe of time , ſome one Was ho- 
noured with the name of Biſhop , and the reſt were 
called Presbyters. But whart, I beleech you, was 
this proceſſe of time * Herelies your either error, 
or fraud : We doc juſtly and confidently de- 


fend, that this time had no procefle at all; it 


was inthe rw 1d of the hving Apoſtles which 
we ſhall plainly make good in the ſequell, 
Itis alſo yeelded , that this was not ſnomen m- 
ane,] but keconded with fome kind of impa- 
rity. Whatrhen is the difference ? All the que- 
tion, you lay, is of divmeright, and Apoſtalicall in- 
ſtitution of this imparity. Tet me beſeech the 
Reader to conſider ferioufly of the ſtate of 
this difference, in the miſtaking whereof I 
have, not. a line, unjuſtly ſuffered, And to 
remember how I have expreſſed it in my 
Remonſtrance, fetching pedegree of Epiſco- 
pacie from Apoſtolicall (and therefore, in 
tharrighr, Divine) infticution: And interpre- 
ting my ſelf not to underſtand by [divme right] 
any exprefle Law of God requiring it, upon 
the abſolute neceſsity of the being of a 


Church , bur an inſtitution of Apoſtles, 


inſpired 
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inſpired by the holy Ghoſt , warranting it 
whereit is, and requiring it where it may be 
had. Now whether it may bethus Apoſto- 
licall, or a meerly humane and Eccleſtaiticall 
invention,is the queſtion in hand. 
On your part, you lay, ſtand Jerome, and Am- 
broſe.T'wo itifte champions indeed. And ſure- 
ly I muſt needs contefle , this is the one! 
countenance of your \caule, which yet hath 


| been blanked more then once. Ierome tels us; 


youlay, right down in Tit.1, Ide eſt ergo Presbyter, 
ec. Out of whoſeteſtimony you in ſumme 
colle&, Thar A Presbyter and a Biſhop were ori- 


ginally one: That T be imparity was grounded upon 


Eccleftaſticall cuſtome : That Before this priority, 
the Church was governed by the common Councel of 
Presbyters,andthat Biſhops ought ſtill ſo to govern: 
And.laſtly, that The occaſion of ths imparity, was 
the diviſion, which through the Devils inſtinct fell 
among Chriſhans. You look now that I ſhould 
rell you that theBook is of uncertaine credir,. 
or thatFHierome was a Presbyter,and not with- 


our ſome touch of envie to that higher dig-/- 


nity he miſled ; or that wiſer men-then your 
ſelves have cenſured him in this point, for 
AErianifme : T plead none of thele, but whiles 

EI you 
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|-- youexpect chat I ſhould anſwer to Terome, I 
| ſhall ſer Jerome to anſwer for himſelfe.For the 
firſt, I cannot bur putyou in mind, that the 
{ſame Father citing the words of the Biſhop 
| of Jeruſalem, Thar there is no difference be- 
: twixt a Biſhop and a Presbyter , paſſeth a 
; Satis imperite upon it : but lerir be ſo. 

At firſt, he layes, Biſhops and Presbyters had 
but one title. So ſay we too ; But when began 
the diſtin&tion ? Ye need not learne it of Sa- 
ravia,he himſelfe tels you, When diviſions began: 
And when that ? When they began to ſay, I am 

| Pauls, I am Apollo's, Iam Cephas, which was (LI 
.|- think) well and highinthe Apoſtles time: 
6 But this you would cleanly pur of, as ſpoken 
by lerome in. the Apoſtles phraſe, not of the 
| © timeofthe Apoſtle: This 1s but a generall in- 
| timation of contentions ariſen (though later) 
; in the Church. Excuſe me Brethren , this 
| 9 ſhiftwill norſerveyour turne : Then,belike, 
' there ſhould have been no diſtin& Biſhops 
till after-ages, npon this ground, thar till then 

.., there were no diviſt1ons:Orif ſo, why ſhould 
the remedie be {o late after the diſeaſe ? Or 
| how comes he elſewhere to name Biſhops 
4 made bythe Apoſtles, and to confeſle that 
Eh [ + before 
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before his time there had been many ſuccel- 
ſions ? Beſides, he inſtanceth in the peculiar 


mil-challenging of Baptilme, which onely S. 
Paul (pecifieth in his own time : And Clemens 
ſeconds him 1n his, Epiſtle co the Corinthi- 


| ans,in taxing the continuance of thoſe diſtra- 


ions; {o as by Teroms own confeſsion, Epi- 
{copacie was ordained early within the Apo- 
tles times. _ 4 

Bur then, ſay you, 1t was not of Apoſtolicall in- 
tention, but of Diabolicall occaſion : Weakly and 
abſurdly ; As if the occaſion might not be 
devilh, and the inſtitution divine: As if the 


| beſt Laws did not riſe from the worſt man- 


ners. Were notthe quarrels betwixt the Gre- 
cians and Hebrews for the maincenance of 
their widows, an evill occurrence ? yet from 
the occaſion thereof was raiſed the Ordinarti- 
on of Deacons .in:the Church. Eos 
Yea bur Jerome laith, This was rather by the 
cuſtome of the Church, then by the truth of the Loxds 
diſpoſition. Trueit was by the cuſtome of the 
Church, but thar Church was Apoſtolicall, 
not by the Lords diſpoſition immediately : 
for Chriſt gave no expreſle rule for it, bur me- 
diately it was from Chrift, as from his inſpi- 


red 
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red Apoſtles. Let: Jerome him ſelfe- interpret 


_ himſelfe, whotels us expreſly in his Epiſtle 
to Euagrius, this ſuperiority of Biſhops ki 

 Presbyters, is by Apoſtolicall tradition , 
which is as much as weafhirme. And whiles 
; heſaith, (toto orbe decretum eſt) that in the time 
of thoſe firſt diviſions, it was decreed all the 
world over, that Biſhops ſhould be ſec up ;I 


would faine know, by what power (beſides 


Apoſtolicall) fucha Decree could be ſoſoon 
and ſo univerſally enated. But Ierome ſaith, 
The Presbyters governed the Church by their common 
Copyſell: So they did doubtleſle altogether, till 


Epiſcopacie was ſetled ; who dares deny it > 


Yea, bur he ſaith, They oyrht to doe fill: So ſay 
weallo,ando in ſome caſes we do: Church- 
government is Ariſtocraticall. Neither is any 
Biſhop ſo abſolute as notto be ſubjeftto the 
judgement of a Synode : Yeain many mat- 
ters it is determined by our Laws, that hee 
muſt take theadviſe and aſiſtance of his Ec- 
cleſiaſticall Presbyterie. rene. 

So then, S. Jerome is in his judgement no 
back friend of.ours, but .in his Hiſtory he is 


our Patron. With whar forehead can they 


perſwade their Reader, the Originall of Epi- 
_ 3 3 ſcopacy 


ove 
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ſcopacie was not in Trroms opinion lo early, 


when they cannot bur confefle that the ſame 
Father hath, in flat termes, told us, that James 
was Biſhop of Jeruſalem, Timothy of Ephe- 
ſus, Titus of Crete, that ever ſince the time of 
Mark the Evangeliſt, (who died five or fixe 
yeares before Peter and Paul and almoſt forty 
years before S. Tohn) at Alexandria, (till the 
dayes of Heraclas and Dionyſms) the Presby- 
ters have alwayes choſen one to be their Bi- 
ſhop. Goſs 5 9 7 | 
As for thoſe poore negative arguments 
which follow., palpably begging the queſti- 
on.they are{carce worthie of a paſſe; were it 
not, thatby them they goe about to confute 


their own Author, affirming, Thar upon 0c- 


caſion of diviſions , Epiſcopacie was conſti- 
euted : but he ſtands ſo cloſe to his owne 
grounds .as that (contrary to their miſ-allega- 
tion of D* Whitakers) he plainly tels them, 
Epiſcopacie is ſo proper a remedy for this 
evill, thatunleſlethe Biſhop have a peerleſſe 
power, there will be as many Schiſmes as 
Prieſts; the wotull experience whereof we 
finde in the miſerable varieties of Separa- 
tiſme, ar this day. Goe on, Brethren , ſince 

Ie you 
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| that their holineſſe ſhould make a ſtirrup for 
[ Antichriſt. 

E We lookt for Ambroſe to come in next; 
| and,behold,you bring ina foifted Commen- 
ter; a man by the convictions of Whitakers, 
Spalatenf1s, Cocus, Rinetus, Bellarmine, Poſſevine, 
Maldonate, (as hath beene elſewhere ſhewed) 
-— of nota ſuſpected onely, but a crack credit: 
If it mattered much , what he ſaid , I could 
out of his teſtimonie picke more advantage 
then you prejudice to my cauſe : Bur, if you 

* Will heare the true Ambroſe ſpeake ; he tells 4nirude dignic 

| < * . x | . x4 Sacerd.c.3. 

you; There 1s onething which God requireth 
of a Biſhop, another of a Presbyter, another 
of a Deacon;As forthe perſons who brought 
in this imparitie, you tell ns out of the lame 
Authors, The Presbyters themſelves brought it in * 
Witneſſe lerome ad Euagrium. The Presbyters 
of Alexandria did call him their B iſhop,whom they 
S had choſen from among themſelves, and placed in an 


| S: bigher 
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higher degree : But, Brethren, what meanes 
this faithlefle and halved citation ? Had you 
ſaid all, the place would have anſwered for 
it ſelfe, the words are, Nam & Alexandrie 4 


Nam & cAlexandrie a Marco E- Marco Evangeliſta k Cc, For 


vangeliſia nſg, ad Heraclam & Di- 
onyſrum Epiſcopos, Presbyteri ſemper at Alexandria cVer lince 
unum ex ſe elefta, mm excelſiori gradu Marke the Evangeliſt untill 


— Kar og _— » the times of Heraclas and 
| art OR Ur Rr” Dinyſuus,Biſhops, the Preſ- 
byters have alwayes called one (choſen out 

of themſelves, and placed in an higher de- 
gree)Biſhop as if an army ſhould choſe their 

generall. Why did you avoid the name of 

[Mark the Evangeliſt, but that your harts told 

you, that he dying many yeares within the 

time of the Apofitles, this eleStion,and appel- 

lation, and diftinCtion of degrees of Biſhops 
 andPresbyters, muſt needs have beene in the 

life time of the Apoſtles; and not without 

their knowledge and approbation. The Pres- 

byters then choſe their Biſhops: who doubts 

it ? But upon whole order, and Inſtitution 

Theholy fave that which S. Paul to the Superinten- 
Ghoſt made dents met at Miletus, At.20. Spiritus ſanctus 
=_ Vos conſtituit Epiſcopos* I marvell Brethren,with 
Over-ſcers. what tace you can make lerome ſay that the 


Presbyters 


a —— bd. etna tree 


| 


, 
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Presbyters themſelves were the authors of 
this imparitie, when as himſelfe hath plainly 
aſcribed this to Gods owne worke, when 
reading that E/ay. 60.17. Iwill make thy Officers 


_ .. peace, (according to the Septuagint ) Sau Ty's 


4pyorres ov, CC. 1 will give thy Princes in peace, 
and thy Biſhops in righteouſneſſe, he applies this 
to the governonrs of the Evangelicall 
Church : and thebleſled Martyr and Biſhop 
S. Cyprian,to the ſame purpole; The Deacons, 
(faith he)muſt remember thatthe Lord him- 


{elfe choſe Apoſtles, that is, Biſhops, but 


Deacons were cholen by the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves. 
And whenyecannot but know, that the 
Apoſtles. themſelves were the immediate 
actors in this bulineſle; if at leaſt ye will be- 
leeve the Hiſtories, and Fathers of the 
Church; Ireneus tells you plainly, that the A- 
poſtles Peter and Paul, delivered the Epilco- 
pacie of that Church to Linus : and, that Poly- 
carpus was by the Apoſtles made Biſhop, 
in Afia, of the Church of Smyrna: and Tertulli- 
an particularly, that Þ olycaypus was there pla- 

ced by S.lohn. 
And S. Chryſoſtome clearly ſaies,that Ignatius 
Was 


—___S. i. kl 


A Defence of the 


_ 7» ex647e Was not onely trained up with the Apoſtles, 

74572%% bur that he received his Bifhopricke from 
7/1%%- them; and empharically , that the hands 
R371 of the bleſſed Apoſtles touched his holy 
hv TaUTHv head : 


ke c ! 5 \ 8 : 
wm And laſtly, the true Ambroſe,(to the ſhame- 
on drez: INS of that Counterfeit, whom you bring | 
excirns 4970 forth under that name) tells you, thar Þ aul 


REQAAIS. 


chryſoft.Ton.5. ſaw James at Teruſalem, becaule he was made 
9.493. © Biſhop of thatplace, bythe Apoſtles : your 
ſlip may talke of a Councell, wherein this 
was done: butthis is as falſe, as himſelfe : 
It is well knowne therenever was any ſuch 
Councell in the Chriſtian world : ſince, the 
firſt generall Synod was the Nzcene. And 
Jeroms [totoorbe Decretum| as we have ſhew- 
ed, could import no other, then an Apoſtolj- 
Aug.Ez.19., Call at : As for S.Auguſtine , Is it nota juſt 
: wonder,Reader that thele men dare cite him 
for their opinion, (upon occahion of a mo- 
deft word concerning the honorable title of 
Epiſcopacy) when as they cannot but know, 
| and grant, that he hath blazoned Arivs for. 
an hereticke, meerely for holding the ſame 
Tenet which they defend ? - 
Laſtly.if Gregory Nazzanen in a patheticke | 


Manner 


_— — -— oa 


oO 
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manner have wiſhed the abolition of Epiſco- 
pacie,(as he never did) what more diſlike had 
he ſhown to it, then hedid toSynods, when 
he ſaid (wnſtwias owidy oder, CCC.) thar he never 
knew good corne of them? Bur reader,it will 
be worth the while,to inquire into the fideli- 
ty of thoſe mens allegations;,Doe but conſult 
| theplace of Nazianzen,& thou ſhalt find that 


he ſpeaks not particularly of Epiſcopacie, but 


of all aesa, or precedencie,and of all quar- 
rellome changes of place, and all ryrannicall 
carriage of one man towards another, wiſh- 
ing that there wereno ſtanding uponpoints 
of precedency, but cvery man might be re- 
{pected according to his vertue : and adding 
at laſt (Nunc autem dextrum hoc, et finiſtrum, et 
medium latus,8&c.)Bur now(laith he) the right 
hand, and the left, and the middle place, and 
the higher and lower degree, = going be- 
fore, and going cheeke by jole, whata world 
of troubles have they brought upon us ? 
Thus he. See then, Reader,what ateſtimony, 
; here is for the utter abolition of Epiſcopacy, 
from a man who was ſointereſledin the call- 
ing, that he was wont to be ſtyled by his ad- 
verſaries Tu-7zzn@-, The Biſhop of three 
| K Sees. 


| en ah 


—e——_ > 


Greg. Naz, 
Orat.28. 
©2200 , &c. 
une, &c. 
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A Defence of the 7 
Sees: By this judge reader,of thereft.Sothen, 
after all the clamours, and colourable pre- 


tences of thele men, this imparity and juril- 
diction was. conveyed from the Apoflles 


hands, and deduced in an uninterrupted 


Line, through all following ages to this Pre- 
ſent day. 
How can this be (lay they ) unleſſe our Biſhops 


will draw the Line of their pedegree, through the lines 


of Antichriſt, and joyne iſſue , and mingle blood 
with Rome ? For ſhame, Brethren, eare this 
word; What ? are there no Biſhops but at 
Rome ? Is the whole Church all the world 
over Antichriſtian, eventhoſe, which are no 
leſle angry at Romethen your elves ? Hath 
not Epiſcopall imparitie continued in them, 
all this while ? Is there no diſtin&tion to be 


had berwixt the calling, and the abuſe ? If 


the Antichriſtian Church have had Biſhops, 
{o it hath had Churches, Scriptures , Bap- 
tilme, Learning,Creeds; Becaule we have all 
theſe with them, will ye ſay we deduce them 
from the loines of Antichriit ? Away with 
this impotent ſpight , and uncharitableneſle, 
and learneto be more modeſt & true in your- 
aflertions,and leſſe confident in your appeals. 
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'B Er me balke youridle words,the queſti- | 


on is of the difference betwixt our pre- 
ſent Biſhops, and the ancient, this you will 
ſpread forth, in three particulars ; The firſt is 
the manner of EleCtion, to theſe places of e- 
minence; which was, of old, ordered, by the privity, 
conſent, and approbation of the people, which you 
eagerly {eeke to prove out of Cyprian : neither 
can it be denied that he is full, and pun- 
ctuall in this point : Holy Athanaſius (e. 
conds it; And the old rule was : Electu clerico- 
rum, conſenſus Principss , petitio plebis , that a Bi- 
ſhop came in by the ſuite of the people, the 
Election of the Clergy , the conſent of the 
Prince, Ye might well have in this caſe ſpared 
the fetching in of the good Emperour Con- 


ſtantine : doubtlefle this was the manner 


of old; what variations followed afterward 
in theſe proceedings , our learned D". Field 
hath well ſhowed, bur fure, this intereſt of 
the people continued ſo'long , even in the 
Roman Church, that Platina can tell us, Gre- 
20ry the leventh was elected by Cardinalls, 
£8 _——- Clerkes 


Platias in vita 
G;cpi7. 
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Clerkes, Acoluthites , Subdeacons , Prieſts, 
Abbots, Biſhops, Clergie, and Laitie : The 
inconveniences that were found in thoſetu- 
multuarie eleQtions, and the leditious iſſue 
of them (which Naxiangen and Enſebins have 
laid before us in {ome particulars) were, I 
ſuppoſe, the caule why they were (in a ſort) 
laid downe; But an imitation of this [ 
practiſe, we have {till continuing in our | | 
Church; wherein upon the vacancy of every 
Seethere is a ( onge-deſlire (thatis, a leave to 
ele) ſent down from the King, tothe Preſ- 
byters (viz, the Deane and Chapter of that 
Church) for an enluing Election of their Bi- 
ſhop; and, if this were yer more free, we 
ſhouldnor like itthe leſle : But,in the meane 
time, Brethren, how are you quite beſide the 
Cuſhion? Where the objection was, That the 
Apoſtles, Biſhops and ours were two, in reſpect of 
managing their function; And ray defence is, 
that our Biſhops challenge not any other Spi- | 
ricuall power, then the Apoſtles delegated to 
Timothy and Titus, you now tell us, of the dif- 
ferent manner of our Elections , What is this ad 
Rhombum : we ſpeake of their ations and ex- 
erciſe of power , youtalke of others ations 


oO 
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to them; Were it {o pleaſing to his Majeſtie, 
and the Stare, to decree it, we ſhould be well 
content to ſubmit to this ancient forme of 
Election, the forbearance whereof, is neither 
our fault,nor our prejudice: ſo as you might 
well have beltowed this breath to a better 
purpole, and rather conclude , that notwith- 
ſtanding this forme of different choice, our 
Biſhops and thole of former times are not 
two. 


- ——— —  _  ——_— DO — 


— 


SECT. VIH.- j 431 5 


\ T E E follow you into the execution 
V of our Epilcopall Office, wherein 
you will ſhow ours , and the Apoſtles to be 
two; ſoclearely, that he who will not wil- 
fully ſhut his eyes may ſee a Latitude of dif- 
ferences and that inthree points : The firſt in 
ſole juriſdiction, which you lay, was a ſtran- 
ger, yea a monſter to-former times, and will make 
irgood by the power of (that, which in all 
wiſe writers was wont to be contra-diſtin- 
ouiſhed) Ordination. 


/ 


For this maine point, let my Anſwerers 


\ 


4 3 know, 


——_—— 


A Defence of the 


Cypr.EPp.33. 
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know that the Ordination is the Biſhops, but 


the ſole (in cheir lenle) is their owne: neither 


did our” Biſhops ever challengeit, as theirs 


alone, without the Presbyrers , bur as princi- 


pally theirs, with them : ſo,as it the power be 


in the Biſhop,the aſliſtance is from them, the 
practiſe in both : {os itinthe Biſhops, that 


ordinarily and regularly it may not be done 
withoutthem and yet ordinately, it may not 


be done withourthem by the Biſhop : which 
hath bin ſo conſtantly and carefully ever ob- 


| ſerved thar I challenge them co ſhow any one 


inſtance in the Church of England to the 
contrary;Say Brethren,l beleech you, after all 
this ncyle,, what Biſhop ever rooke upon 
him to'ordaine a Presbyter alone,or without 
the concurrent impoſition of many hands ? 
They,no lefle then Cyprian, can ſay, Bgo &> col- 
lege; Although I muſt tell you this was in 


the caſe of Aurelius, made a Lector, And in - 


chat other teſtimony, which.you cite out of 
his Epiſtle 58. he [peakes onely of the frater- 
nities conſent, and approbarion, not of their 
concurrence in their aC&t, this 1s {mall game 
with you. 


_ Neither is it lefſe the order ofthe Church of 


England 


, 


'A 
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England then of the Councell of Carthage, 


cum ordinatur Presbyter,&c. When a Presbyrer 


is ordained , the Biſhop bleflng him , and 
holding hishand upon his head, all the Pre; 
byters that are preſent, ſhall likewiſe lay their 
hands upon his head, with the hanas of the 
Biſhop: With what conſcience can ye alledge 
this, as to choake us in our contrary practiſe: 
whe you know this is perpetually and unfai- 
lably done by us ? But now, that the readers 
may lee how you ſhuffle , ſhew us bur vne 
inſtance of a Presbyters regular and practiſed 
ordaining, withouta Biſhop, and carry the 
cauſe; elſe you doe but abule the reader with 
an oltentation of proving what was never 
denied. ot eons 436: 
But here, by the way, Brethren, you muſt 
give me leaveto pull you by the ſleeve, and 
rotell you of two orthreefoule ſcapes, which 
will rrye whether you can bluſh. Firſt, char 
you abuſe Firmilianus in caiting upon him an 
opinion of Presbyters ordaining , which he 
never held; He, in bis Epiſtle ro Stephen Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, ſpeaking of the true Church 
in oppoſition to hereſies , de{cnbes it thus, 
(Vi preſident majores natu , qut ct. baptizandi, et 
Mau 


Firmil.Cypri-v. 


7 piſt 75. 
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manum imponendi, et ordinandi poſSident poteſtatem: 


under this name expreſling thole Biſhops, 


_ who preliding in the Church, poſleſle the 


power of Baptizing, Confirming , Ordain- 


ing; you injuriouſly Wire-draw him to Preſ- 
byters,and foiſt 1nſSentores ef prepoſutos] which 
are farre from the clauſe and matter. Be con- 
vinced with the more cleare words of the 


ſame Epiſtle, 4poſtolss,et Epiſcopss,qui ills vicaria 


- Ordinatione ſucceſſerunt. 


Secondly , that you bewray groſle igno- 
rance in tranſlating Ambroſes ['Presbyteri con- 
ſignant]by Presbyters ordaning, Who, that ever 
knew what belonged to antiquity, would 
have beene guilty of ſuch a ſoleciſme : when 
every novice knowes, that, conſioning ſignifies 
confirmation, and not ordaining? 

Thirdly, you diſcover not too much kill 
in not diſtinguiſhing of the (horepiſcopt : 
ſome whereof had both the nature and 
power of Epiſcopacy to all purpoſes, and 
therefore might well by the Biſhops licence 
in his owne charge impole hands, others 
not; Andlefle fidelitie,in citing the Councell 
of Antioch, can.1o. andthe 13. of the Councell 
of Ancyra, if it were not out of our way, to 
tetch them into triall. es = 


0? 


to no purpoſe. 
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<= Laſtly, cannotburtell you that you have 


meerly caſt away all this labour, and fought 


with your owne ſhadow; for, how ever it 
were not hard to prove, that in the firſt times 


of the Church it was appropriated to the Bi- 


ſhop,to Ordaine, (which you cannot but c6- 
feſſe our of Terome and Chryſoſtom)yer, ſince we 
ſpeaking of our ownetime and Church, doe 
both profeſle and practiſe an aſſociation of 
Presbyters with us, in the a&t of Ordination, 


whom have you all this while oppoſed ? It is 


enough thar you have ſeemed to ſay ſom- 
thing, and have ſhowne ſome lirtle reading, 


» 


SECT. IX. 


X 7 Etftill, you will needs beat the ayre ve- 
Þ ry furiouſly, and fight pitifully with 
your ſelves; Alas, brethren, why will ye take 
ſo much paines to goe wilfully ont of your 
way, and to miſ-lead the reader with you ? 
Who ever challenged (in that ſenſe which 


you faineto your ſelves) a ſole Juriſditionz 


Why. will you with ſome ſhow of learning 
g ates: 


= 0 
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To this pur- 
poſe is that 
which you 
cite out of 
Clemens A« 


lex. Strom. 


Ls. 


Alluded to 
in that uſu- 
all allegati- 
On of Ams- 


broſe, 


yeeld us to confelle ? 
we confelle this [ fade ] cryed downe by ſtore 
of Antiquity ; we doc willingly grant thar 
Presbyters have, and ought to have, and ex- 
erciſe a juriſdiction within their owne 
charge, i foro conſcientiz; we grant that in all 
the great aflayres ofthe Church , the Presby- 
ters, whether in Synodes,or otherwiſe, ought 
to be conſulted with; we grant that the Bi- 
ſhops had of old their Eccleſiaſtical Coun- 
cell of Presbyters, with whole adviſe they 


were wontto manage the greateſt matrers, 


and we till have fo; tor tothatpurpole ſerve 
the Deanes and Chapters; andthe Lawes of 
our Church frequently miake that uſe of 
them; we grant, that Presbyters have their 

votes in provincial Synods:But we juſtly ſay 
thatthe ſuperiority of juriſdiction is ſointhe 
Biſhop, as that P rs neither did, nor 
may exerciſe it withour him; and that che 
exerciſe of -externall juriſdiction is derived, 
from, by, under him tothoſe which execute 

it wathin his Dioces. 'Thus, it is to 'Timnthy 

thatS. Paul gives the charge concerning the 

rebuke of an Elder, or notreceiving an accu- 
F leaves 
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leavesthe (iiinaecr) correction of his Cre- 
tians, Thus, the Canons of the Apoſtles, x'w 
y*9pns, Ccc, Thus the blefled Martyr Ignatius 
in his undoubted Epiſtle tothoſe of Smyrna, 
Mis raps, cc. Let no man doeany thing, in 1... 
matters belonging to the Church, without 575i 7 
the Biſhop. 'Thus the Councell of Auioch enuirrer is 
orders, that whatſoever belongs to the "OO 
Church, is to be governed , managed, and 
diſpoſed, bythe judgement and authority of 
the Biſhop,who hath +Þ/+ axxanolas wavy lor © _—_ 
Zum, the power of thoſe things which be. 74% 
longto the Church —» T19 

;. It wrere cafe to ſurfer the readers eyes, 


1 


with” the :cleare | teſtimonies . of Fathers, 


and Councelts , to this purpoſe. Ourlear- 
ned Biſhop Downam hath given a world 
ET Os _ afts of juriſdifti- 
on., appropriated to Biſhops by: antiquity, B.Down.def. 
exerciſed = both LD, 6b ch = Lo3-hey. 
him Iremit my reader; Soas, you may eafily 
ſet antiquity together by the eares, in'this 
point, if you pleaſe; but ſurely, the-advantage 


will be ſo farre on our ſide, tharif you have 


 notten for one againſt you, I will yeeld my 


2 L 2 There 
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-- There is great difference of times , and in 
them of faſhions : In thole perſecuted times, 
when the Church was backed with noChri- 
ſtian Magiſtrate, ic was no boot'to bid the 
guides of the Church ro combine their 
Councels, and to give ftrength to their mu- 
ruall actions : when a generall peace once 
bleſſed them, and they had the concurrence 
both of ſoveraigne and ſubordinate authori- 
ty with them, they began ſo much to remit 
of this care of conjoyning their forces as they 
ſuppoſed to find leſle need of it. From hence 
grew a devolution of all lefle weighty affairs 
rothe weilding of fingle hands. For my part, 
| perſwade my ſelfe, that the morefrequenr 
communicating 'of all the nerackons 3" 
neſſe of the Church, whether cen{ures or de- 


terminations , with thoſe grave alsiſtents , 


' which inthe eye of the Law are'defignedto 


this purpoſe, were a thing not onely unpre- 


judiciall to the honour of our fun&ion, 
bur very behovetull cothe happy adminiſtra- 
tion of the Church. Jo 
Inthemean while, ſce brethren, how you | 
have with Simon fiſhed all night, and caught 
nothing. My word was, that ours were the 
= _ ſame 


COS ns 0 DOI Free FENS SW ar. > 
. 1, OR a Lond pg - _ 0 VEST A p FE 0 io WH . 
7 TL ag EITL 2. POR ace EY > 2 OOO Me", Ig —_— Oe des Ret $69 ee Sb. + EP 
* *% = des Py 35. 4 Mes , yr; . IE 5 g 45s © OR EOSIN a - _ ty 
62," of CE) = pe v. ' - k T1. Oy SE: 8 


ee es. A. 


__ 


HuMBLE REMONSTRANCE. 


77 


ſame with the Apoltles Biſhops, inthis, that 
they challenge no other ſpirituall power then 
was by Apoſtolique authority delegated to 
Timothy and Titus : You run out upon the fol- 
lowing times of the Church, and have with 
{ome waſt quotations laboured to prove, thar 
In after ages, Biſhops called in Presbyters to the aſ- 
ſiſtance of their juriſdiction; which is as much to 
me, as Baculus ſtat in angulo, 


SECT. X,; 


WR next Section runs yet wilder: 1 
JK ſpeak. of the no-difference of our Bi- 
ſhops from the firſt, in the challenge of any 
ſpirituall power to themſelves , other then 
delegated ro Timothy and Titus; You tell mee 
of delegaring their power to others. Wha is 
this to the nature of the calling ? Doth any 
man claime this as eſſential to his Epiſcopa- 


cie? Doth any man ſtand upon ir, as apiece 


of his ſpirituall power ? If this be granted to 


| be an accidentall error of {ome particular 


man, (for it cannot be faſtned upon all) what 


difference doth it make in the ſubſtance of 
Sa _ L 3 the 


— 
m—— 


Mc. | A Defence of th [ 
| thefunRion ? As if ſome monſter ſuddenly 
preſented it ſelfe to you, you aske, Was ever 
ſuch a thing heard of m the beſt primitive times * 
that men which never received impoſition of hands, ny 
ſhould not only be received into afsiſtance but be whol- 
ly intruſted with the power of ſþirituall juriſdiGion? 
Let meask you again, Was ever ſucha thing 
heard of, either in the Primutive, or follow- 
ing times , that Lay-men ſhould be ſo far 
admittedto the managing of ſpirituall juriſ- 
diction, as to lay their hands upon their Mi- 
ip apimfh niſters in their Ordination ? Yet this is both 
reRefor- done and challenged by too many of your 
med Chur- ood friends. Why doyou objett thattous, -— 
ches laid . - . Y ; | 
Jowne. Wherewith the Presbyrerian part may be 

more juſtly choaked ? Bur herein, Brethren, 

you do foulely over-reach,in that you charge 

our Biſhops, as in agenerality, with wholly- 

incruſtingthe power of ſpiricuall juriſdi&tion 
; tro their Chancellors, and Commiſſaries : 

The aſsifſtance of thole which are learned in 

the Law, wee gladly uſe, neither can well 

want in the neceflary occaſtons of our judi- 

cature ; bur that wee doe either wilfully 

or negligemtly deveſt our ſelves abſolure- 43 

ly of that power, and wholly put it in- — 
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to Laick bands, i 1s a meere ſclander. 
For want of better proofs of the illegalicy 
ofthis courſe, you bring a negative authority 
om Cyprian, telling us, whatthat holy Mar- 
tyr did not, That hed not ſend Complainants to 
bs Chancellour or Commiſſarie : It 4s very like he 


did not, nor yet to the Bench of a Lay Preſ- 


byterie : But if hedid not commit the hea- 
ring of his Cauſes toa Lay-man,we find that 
ſome others did : Socrates cantell you of $4- 
vanus the good Biſhop of Troas, «alwvs ry; 
nga, Bec, perociving that ſome of his 
Clergie did corruptly makegaine of Caules, 
would no more appoint any of his Clergie 
(ova Tv xs) to be 2 Jndge, but made 
choiſe of ſome faithfull man of the Laity to 
whom he commited that audience,and was 
much honoured for it. | 
What Biſhop Downam yeelds concernin 
the Ordinaries, Vicars, and Chancellors a 
formertimes, (till 4mbrof?'s daics) that they 
were onely Clergic-men , you reje& with 
{corne, kay man to produce the 
names of any Clergie-man that Was Vicar to Am- 
broſe, or Chancellour to Auguſtine, &c. What 2a 
poorebrave is this ?-1 challengeyou wn 
uce 
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nor, ſhall conclude they had none ſuch ? 


duce the name of ay Secretary, or Actuary 
that Ambroſe, or Auſtin had : becauſe you can- 


'That inſtance of Sylvanus, not long after Am- 
broſe, is evidence enough : Burt the antiquity, 

of Chancellors, which werethe fame with 
Eccleſiecdici, or Epiſcoporum ecdici, 1s proveable 
enough , (if it were for this place) and their 
neceſlary uſe, beyond the power of your con- 
futation; Bur I had father refer my readerto 
S. Thomas Ridley, and others that have labou- 
red inthat argument;and appeale to all mens 
judgement how ſoundly you have (upon 
this ground) proved that our Biſhops and 
the former were two. 


_ 
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' TJ Ow jultly may I ſay, Readers, of theſe 4 
KL & men as the King of 1/ael ſaid of the 4 
King of Syria : See I beſeech you, how they. ſeeke a 
quarrell againſt me My jult defence was , that 
our Biſhops are the ſame in ſubſtance, and 
ete&, with thoſe which were ordained by 


the Apoſtles : they come-now.and tell me, of ” 


all 


> ® - 
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cular manner of proceeding in our Courts 
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a oath ex officio, uſed in the high Commiſh- 


on, and in our Confiſtories; as ifevery parti- 
and judicatures mult either be patterned by 
the Apoſtolike,or ellethey are utterly unjuſt;- 
fable; Why doe they not as well challenge 
us, that we give men the book to touch, and 
kiſke, in taking an oath ? Why doe they not 
aske,how we can prove that thoſe Apoſtoli- 
call Biſhops had Notaries, Regiſters, Advo- 
cates, Conſiſtories ? What frivolous and de- 
luſory exceptions are theſe , toall wiſe men. 
and how ſtrangely lavoring of a weak judg- 
ment, and ſtrong malice? As for your ca- 
vill atthe oath ex officio, ſince you will needs 
draw it in by head and ſhoulders ; how little 
ſo ever it concernes us, I returne you this an- 
ſwer : Thar, if any of our colon havein 
the preſling of it exceeded the lawful bounds, 
I excuſe him not, I defend him nor; let him 
beare away his owne load; burn theft, ſurely 
there is moreto be laid for it, then you will 
ſeeme to take notice of. You aske for any prece- 
dent of it, in good antiquity : I give a precedent as 
ancient as Moſes, Exod.22.10,11.and'that other 
oath and reall imprecation, in the cauſe of 

ns ; M | jelouhe, 


Calvin E- 
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you better, thatI inſtance in M*. (alvins caſe, 
who together with the Conſiſtory of Elders, 


- appointed the ſaid oath to be given to ( ampe- 


rella Miniſter of Geneva, and to the other 
parties acculed of an offenſive dancing in the 
houſe of widow Balthaſar; in which corpo- 
rall oath chree interrogatories being put to 
the deponents, two of them are ſaid tobe 
concerning their purpoſes and intentions. If 
yet you call for other precedents, I call your 
eyes home, and will you to looke into our 
Courts of Kings Bench,Common Pleas,Ex- 
chequer,Star-chamber,wherin the defendanc 
is ordinarily put to anſwer the Bill, and In- 
terrogatories , upon oath. As for that old 
Maxime of Nemo tenetur prodere ſeipſum , you 


may (if it pleaſe you) objeCt it as well to Mo- 


ſes,to Calyin, to our Courts; It is eaſily thus (a- 
tished; that no man is bound ar the ſuite of a 
party, to anfwer criminous Articles, or ſuch, 
as are propmqus attus,(as Lawyers interpret it, ) 
But as Petrus de Ferraris well determins it, 
Proditus per fama tenetur ſeipſum oſtendere,03* pur- 
are; when a fame accuſes him, he may cleare 
hinaſelte by an oath; It is to: bepreſuppoſed, 
that 
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jelouſie , Num.5.19. But perhaps it will fit 
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that'a man is brought into queſtion by ſome 
of thole Lawfull meanes, which open a way 


toa further inquiry ; and then (as Aquinas 4gvin. 
Ouodiib, L, 


well) if there be a Semi-plena probatio , or a 
ſtrong fame,or evident tokens, an oath is ſea- 
ſonably impoſed : But lure, the intention of 


the oath is quite miſtaken , for it is meant to 


acquite and juitife, not to accule, neither is 
any man preſſed to anſwer further, then he is 
bound in Law: neither are the Compullions 
ſimple and abſolute, but onely Cauſative , as 
the learned Apologiſt hath fully declared. 

If then a Diocleſian, or Maximilian(as you call 
him) ſhall enact, that the adverſe party ſhall 
not be required to exhibite ſuch evidences as 
ſhould create troubles to therſelves, it is no 
other then is every where practiſed in all 
Courts of Judicature, and may well ſtand 
with the oath ex officio, as it is formerly limi- 
ted. Be advifed therefore (till you underſtand 
the caſe better)ro forbear totalk ofthe Lamp 
of nature, in the night of Echniciſme; bus 
know, that the light of the Law of God, and 
right realon and common praile, give ſuf- 
ficient allowance to that which your miſpri- 
ſton cavills at, in thoſe, whom ye ought to 
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A Defence of the : 
acknowledge the Fathers of the Church.You 
tell us of the cuſtome of the Church, and proceedings 
in the time of Athanaſius, and the rule of Gratian, 
as if we diſallowed thoſe juſt courſes, where 
there is a dire&t and manifeſt accuſation , and 
evident profes to be had; but whar doth this 
hinder, that in caſe of ajuſtly grounded ſul- 
pition, and a complaint of an halte-proved 
offence,a man ſhould maniteſt his innocence 
by oath? Thar ye might leeme to have ſeene 
the Canon-law, you tell us, that m ſome caſes,it 
allowes tryall without witneſſes, namely, where the 
crime may be juſtly called notorious, & then deeply 
expound notorium, by manifeſta therein plainly 
contradicting your ſelves, for, ifthat be ma- - 
nifeſt, whichis lawfully knowne, by confeſ- 
ſion, or by probation, or by the evidence of 
thething; what probation can there be, (be- 
ſides confeſſion and evidence) without wit- 
neſles?Bur this errour is as trifling,as your ac- 
culation; and after all this waſt of words, 
notwith{tanding ſome perſonall abuſes of 
officers in undue proceſles of their Courts, 
our Biſhops and the former are not two. 
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bon next Section hath more pompe 
.T ofreading init, then the reſt, bur to 
as little purpoſe , I ſhall trouble you 
with neglecting It ; wee cannot anger a 
gay man more, than in paſſing by him un- 
feene, My ground was, that our Biſhops 
differ not in reſpec ofany ſpirituall pow- 
er, from that, which was delegated from 
- Apoſtolique authority, to Timothy and 
' Titus; you ſpend your time, in proving 
| that they differ in their imployment, in 
ſecular and ſtate affaires; But, I aske, is 
this difference, or fault univerſall, or not ? 
ſure, you cannot ſay they are all thus miſ- 
imployed ;andifnot, why 1s this blame 
caſt upon all? why ſhould the calling, 
and others innocence ſuffer ? My caule 
ſhall yeeld you your poſtulate herein, and 
be no whit the worſe ;1t 15 true, the ordis 
nary menaging of ſecular affaires, 1s not 
E - proper for a Biſhop: Chryſoſtomes counſell; 
£7 N Jultans 


FI. 
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Felans practile , Conſtaniines bounty, Cy- 
rills infolent. pompe , the Roman Biſhops 
degencrating, into a ſecular principality, 
Cyprians grave limitation, the juſt inhubiti- 
ons of many Canons, are ofan undoubted 
truth;and we could cafily ( 1fneed were) 
adde many more to theſe, and tell you of 
thoſe wauxel gewrids that muſt upon the A - 

 poſtolique Canons be avoyded by ſacred 
Proc. perſons, & the rigorous charge of Cypriav, 
ar oblatio, aut 4210 ft Gemmune victor, tor ordaining Ge- 


deprecatio dli- 


qua nonine e- minus Fauſtmus, a Presbyter, but the exe- 


Jus in Eccleſia 


frequentetur, Cutor of his laſt will ; with many other 
Fa; the like inſtances ; But what are thele to 
Ep. 9. the work in hand ? Twoexceptions muſt 
neceſſarily be admitted; the one, of ex- 
traordinary occaſions, and ſervices, as, 
when a Pzince, or State, having had good 
proofe of the abilities, of an Eccleſiaſtical 
perſon, ſhall thinke fit, (as now it ts done 
in this great Northern negotiation ) to 
call for his Counlaile , or to imploy his 
preſent agency, for a time, in ſome maine 
buſinefſe that may import the publique 
good, and ſafety of the Church, or Com- 
mon wealth, ſo St. Chryſoſtome once,ſo St. 
== 
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Ambroſe twiſe, was imployed in Embaſſie, 
from the Emperours : The very trade of 
Tent-making did as much take up Saint 
Paul, for the time, asa ſtate-imployment 
might have done ; and how many have 
we knowne, that have (not unprofitably) 
profeſſed Phyſicke both for foule and bo- 
dy ; and done: much good in both : The 
other, of a charitable interpoſition in 
matters of difference for peace and recon- 
ciliation ; and compoſing of the unkinde 

uarrels of diſſenting neighbours, where- 
with St. Ambroſe and St. Juſtize were fo 


extreamly taken up,that the latter makes ave. zp. no. 


no little complaint of the importunity of 
the continuall interpellations ; ſuch', as 
both his morning ſtudies, were diſtrated 
by them,and theafternoone wholly ſpent 
in them:and profefleth, he-could not have 
the opportunity of opening his eſtate, 
and heart, to Biſhop Ambroſe, by reaſon of 

that continual] audienceoot cauſes, dayly 
brought before that great Prelate : ſure- 
ly, if the charity of more of ours have not 


. rendred them more guilty of ſecularity, 


1 this kind, than the ſuppoled ambition 
N 2 of 


A Defence of the 


—— 


of others, there will be no cauſe why our 
Biſhops, and the Biſhops of former times 
(hould be two. | 


ma 


> 4 E we a, 
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T 3s: true the Remonſtrant ſ{oares a- 
bove thele after-times, even as high as 
the Apoſtles : As1f you knew not this 
before ; when as all this while , you have 
indeavoured to ſhew that the Apoſtles 
Biſhops, and ours are two. Wee doe a- 
gaine profeſſe, that 1t our Biſhops cha]- 
lenge any other power, then was delega- 
ted to, and required of Timothy and T tus: 
we ſhall yeeld them uſurpers:: you kindly 
telus, ſo we deſerve to be, if we doe. but 
challenge the ſame power ; and why ſo, I 
beſeech you brethren ; becauſe Timothy 
and Titus ( yee ſay ) were Evangeliſts,and 
ſo movedin an higher ſphere ; Liberally 
and boldly ſpoken ; but where is your 
proofe ? For Timothy, ye ſay the Text is 
cleare : but what Text , what the :leaſt 
intimation have you for Ti ? ſurely _ 
| <D 
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lo much as the leaſt ground ofa conje- 
cture ; yet how confidently you avow for 
both : and even for Timothy your gloſſe is 
clear,not your Text : St.'Paut bids. him do 
thework of an Evangeliſt, what then?that 
rather intimates that he was none : for he 


_ doth not ſay,doe thine owne worke ; but 


the worke of an Evangeliſt : when I tell 
my friend, that I muſt defire him to doc 
the office of a Solicitor, or a Secretary for 
me : I doe herein intimate, that he is nei- 
ther, but ſo for the time imployd ; why 
isit not ſo here ? And what I belecchyou 
15 the worke of. an Evangeliſt, but to 
preach the Evangell, or good tidings of 


ace ? $0, as St. Paul herein, gives no 0- 


' ther charge to his Timothy, than in 2. Tim. 


- OST IE?" 00 Y8 00 Oe 
2. Preach the Word, be infant, in ſeaſon 


andout of jeaſon : And this you ſay andurge, 


ro bee the worke of'a Biſhop too : well, 

therefore may Timothy, notwithſtanding. 
this charge, beno other than a Biſhop : 
What need thele works to bee. contradi- 
ſtinguiſhed ? St. Paul {ayes of himlelfe,, 


Whereto | am appoynted a Preacher, and an A. > Tim. 1.1. 


poſile., anda teacher of the Gentiles ; what ? 
goon = fhall. 


I. 


j 


Cu A Defence. of the 


ſhal:we ſay St. Paul was an Apoſtle, he was 
not a Preacher, or not a Doctor , but an 
Apoſtle ? You diſtinguiſh of Evange- 
lifts 3 the word 1s taken either for the wri- 
rers of the Goipell, or for the teachers of | 
It ; and why then was not St. Paul an E- 
vangeliſt, who profeſſed to bee a teacher 
of the Goſpell to the Gentiles ? Theſe 
teaching Evangeliſts, you dreame to bee 
of two lorts ; the one, thoſe that had or- 
dinary places and gifts ; the other extra- 
ordinary : But tell mee firs , for my lear- 
ning ; where doe you find thoſe ordinary- 
placed, and ordinary-gitted Evangeliſts ? 
unleſle you meane to compriſe all Prea- 
chers under this name ? and then a Biſhop 
may be an Evangehiſt alſo ; {o, as the dif« 
ference of a Biſhop and an: Evangeliſt 
vaniſheth, The truth is, theſe ordinary 
Evangeliſts are a new fiction; their true 
imployment was to bee ſent by the A- 
poltles, from place to place, for the prea- 
ching of the Goſpell, without a ſetled re- 
fidence upon any one charge : upon this 


advantage, you raiſe a {light argument, 
| That St. Pa/beſought Tmmothy to abide 


warren). ence vo k 
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at Epbeſus, 1. Tim. T. 3. which had been 
anecdlefſe importunity ithe had had the 


Epiſcopall charge of Epheſus ; for then he 


muſt have neceſſarily refided there: wher- 
as you recite ſeverall proofes and occaſi- 
ons of hisabſence , which will appeare to 
be of little force, 1fa man doe duely con- 
{ider the ſtate of thole times ; the neceſli- 
ty whereof 1nthat firſt plantation of the 
Goſpell, madeeven the moſt fixed Stars 


planetary, calling them, frequently, from 


the places of their abode,to thole lervices 


which were of moſt ule for the {ucceſſe of 


that great worke : yet fo, as that either 
after their errands fully-done, or upon all 
oportune internuſlions, they returned to 
their owne chaice : The ſtory'therefore 


of thoſe journal computations might wel. 


have beene pared, 
Your argument from Pas calling the 


Elders of Epheſus to.cHiletus, how ever 
you leaneupon, it will prove but a Reed. 


Your {elves'conteſle (1 know not up- 
on what certaine ground, that 7 wmothy 


'wasat the meeting, {Hy 20. with Saint 
Paul : Had hee beene Biſhop there, the 


Apoltle 


A Defence of the 


EUmonomvuee 


"dpefileCyou lay ) in fead of giving the El. 


ders. a charge to feed the flock of Chriſt would 
have grven that charge to Tumothy , and not to 
them : Beſides , the Apoſile would not ſo haye 


forgotten himſelfe, as to call the Elders B iſhop 5, 


before the Biſhops face ;" and would have given 
them ſome direftons, how to carry themſelves to 
their Biſhop : In all which, Brethren, you 
goc upon a wrong ground ; will ye grant 
that theſe aſſembled perſons were Preſ- 
byters, and not Biſhops ? under ſome Bi- 
ſhop, though not under T imothy 2 other- 
wiſe, why doe you argue from the want of 
dire&ions to them, as inferiours ? but if. 
they were indeed Biſhops , andnot mere 
Presbyters, ( as the word it ſelfe imports) 
your argument is loſt : For then the 
charge is equally given to 7 mothy,and all 
thereſt; and it was no forgetfulneſſe to 
call them as they were : you are ſtraight 
ready to reply , how unpoſſble it is ( accor- 
ding to us ) there ſhould be many Biſhops in 
one City;and here were many Prebyters fiom H 
pheſus : but let me mind you, that though 
theſe Presbyters were ſent for from 
Epheſus , yet they were not ſaid to be all 


% 
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of Epheſus : Thither they were called to 


meet St. Paul in all ikelithood, from divers 


parts, which he ſeemes to imply, when he 
faith ; Te all amongſt whom I have gone , prea- 
ching the Kingdome of God, intimaring, the 
ſuper-intendents of feverall places ; fo as, 
notwithſtanding theſe urged probabili- 
ties, Timothy might have been, both before 
chis time, and at that preſent Biſhop of 
Epheſus ; after which , if Paul tooke him 
along with him to Hieruſalem, this is no 
derogation tohisEpiſcopacy : And if T:- 
mothy were yet,after this,priſoner with St. 
Paul at Rome, (as you argue from Hebr,1 3. 
23.) this1s no derogation from his Ep:ſ- 
copacy at Epheſus ; But to cut the ſinewes 
of all this ſtrong proofe of your compu- 
tation , it 1s more than probable, that, 
whereas the. whole Hiſtory of the At 
ends with Pauls firſt being at Rome, that 
Apoſile ſurvived divers yeares, and paſſed 
many travells,and did many great matters 
for the plantation, and ſct]ing of:Chur- 
ches, whereofwe can look for no account 
from Scripture, fave by ſome glances in 
his following Epiltles ; into which time, 
þ O theſe 
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theſe occurrents concerning Timothy and 
T its, his ordination did fall ,, as may bee 
juſtly proved out of the Chronological 
Table of Zacob Cappellus , compared with 
Barons : Now then, the Reader may 
take his choyle , whether he will believe 
all antiquity, (that have medled with this 
{ub ect ) atbr ming Timothy to have beeue 
Biſhop of Epheſus, or whether he will be- 
lieve a new hatched contradiction of ye- 
ſterday, raiſed out of imaginary probabi- 
lities, Shortly, it is farre enough from ap- 
pearing, that Tzmotby wasno Biſhop, but a 
Maniſter,an Evangeliſt, a fellow labourer 
of the Apoſtles, an Apoſtle, a Meſſenger 
of the Church ; it rather appeares, that he 
was all theſe in divers ſences,and upon ſe- 
verall occaſions. + 
The like ye ſay of Titus, whom you are 
pleaſed to create an Evangeliſt,not being 
able to (hew,that ever God made him fo; 
fave in that generall ſence that might wel 
ſand with Eprſcopacy ; you teU us a ſtory 
of his peregrination 1n the attendance of 
Paul; wherein you ſhall not expe& any 
contradiction ; but you ſhal give me leave 
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to take you tripping a little in your own 


Tale : from C:/icra, you ſay, Paul paſſed to 


Creet, where be left Titus for awhile ,- to ſet in 
order.things that remaine : this ( for a while 
you put into a different Character, as if it 
were part of the Text , and guiltily tran- 
ſlate (74 1einue ). things that remaine, 
whereas ours turne 1t ( in a more full ex= 
pteſſion of an Eprſcopal/ power ) things 
that are wanting, or left undone : But 
this is not the matter, you doe yet againe 
repeat the (for a while ) urging the ſhort 
time that T:tzs could be left at Creet ; and 
yet,in your owne marginall computation 
there isno leſle diſtance of time, betwixt 
this placing in Creet, and ſending for him 
to his next remove, unto Nzcepolis , than 
betwixt the yeare 46.and 51. the ſpace 
of five yeeres, which was a large gap of 
time, in that unfetled condition, -and 
manifold diftractive-occaſions of the 
Church ; Ifafterwards hee were by Apo- 
ſtolicall command called away to attend 
the more concerning-fervices of the 
Church ;. this: :could; no whit have 1m- 


' peacht the truth of his Epiſcopacy ; But 


Q- 2 the 
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the rruth is, he was ordained by St. Pau, 
afterall thoſe journyes mentioned in the = 2 
Afs,( And as Baromus with great conſent F 
of Antiquity computes 1t) a yeare after | 
Timothy , fo, as you may well put up your 2 
concluſion, as rather begged than infor- lf 
ccd, and caſt it upon the Readers courte- Fi 
tie to beleeve you againſt all antiquity that 
Titus was an Evangeliſt and noBiſhop;wher- 
as theſe two may well agree together, he 
was an Evangeliſt when hee travelled a- 
broad ; he was a Biſhop afterwards, when 
he ſtayed and ferled at home. | 
\ Youobjett to your ſelfe the authority of - 
ſome Fatbers , that have called Timothy'ard 
Titus Brſhops : Some # name, if you can, 
that Father that hath called them other- 
wile: Away with theſe enviousdiminuti- 4 
ons , when yee have a cloud of vvitneſſes 3 
of much. antiquity , vvhich averre T1110 
thy and Titus to.have both lived, and dyed 
"Biſhops, the one of Epheſus, of Creet the 
other : yea but ſo ſome Fathers have 
called them Arch-B iſhops and Patriarchs 
- too:What of that?thereinthey have then 
acknoyyledged them a "a 
ans: - 
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A Andif Titus were Biſhop of Creet , which 
F.* was of old ( ienirns) the hundred-city- 
F ed Iſland,and Timothy of Epheſus, the Me- 
| tropolis of 4/ia, the multitude of the 
territories under them,whiles 1t inJargeth 
their charge , doth detract nothing trom 
the truth of their office. 

Secondly, you tell us from learned D,Ray- 
nolds, that the Fathers, when they called any 
Apoſtle Biſhop, they meant it in a generall ſort, 
# and feqnification , becauſe they did attend that 
E- C butch, for atime, and ſupply that roome in prea- 

chmg the Goſpell, which Biſhops did after ; 
oa not mmtending it as it is commonly taken , for the 

7# over- ſeer of a particular Church , and Paſtor of 

a ſeverall flocke : But, what is this to Timo- 
thy and Titus 2 you ſay, the ſame may bee 
ſaid of them; but the Doctor gave you no 
leave foto apply it; neither doe we : Al- 
though to ſay truth , all this diſcourſe of 
yours is ( 27%; 5) necdlefſe, and extra- 
vagant:. whether Timothy or Titus were E- 
vangelifts, or no, ſure wee are, that here 
they ſtand for perfons charged with thofe 
Offices, and cares which are delivered. to- 
the ordinary Church governours, 1n all. 

{ſucceeding 
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ſucceeding generations : And we do moſt 
juſtly take them, as we finde them ; and 
with our firſt confidence maintaine, that 
wee challenge no other jpirituall power, 
than was delegated unto them, and to the 
Angels of the Afran Churches ; you meane 
to confute us by queſtions z and thoſe ſo 
poore and irrvolous, as are not worth an- 
twcr ; faſtning that upon {ome particular 
abuſe, which wee diſclaime from our cal- 
ling ; as if under this claime, wee were 
bound to juſitfic every act of a Biſhop. To 
an{wer you 1n your owne kinde : when,or 
where did our Biſhops challenge power 
to ordain alone, to governe alone? when 
(though you 1gnoranrly turnean Elder 
in age, to anElderin office) did our 
Biſhops challenge power to paſſe a rough 
and unbeſecming rebuke upon an Elder ? 
Where did our Biſhops give Commiſſion 
to Chancelors, Commiſſartes, Offucialls;to raile 
upon Presbyters, or to accuſe them with» 
out juſt grounds, and without legall pro- 
ceedings ? As tor your laſt queſtion , I 
mult tel] you it is no better raiſed than 
upon an 1gnorant negative. Did the 
Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle {ay,rezect none but an Heretick ? 
Did he not with, would to God they were 
cut oft that trouble you ? Is it not cer- 
tainly proved true, that ſome Schiſmatick 
may be worſe than ſome Heretick ; which 
I ſpeake not fo, asto traduce any of our 
unconforming brethren, whole conſciten- 
ces are unſetled in the point of this meane 
difference, as guilty of that hatefull 
crime : but to convince the abſurdity of 
our queſtioniſts ; after whole ill raiſed ca- 
vills, thus fully aniwered, wee have no 
cauſe to feare, upon their ſuggeſtions, to 
be diſclaimed as uſurpers. 

From Timothy and Titus you deſcend to. 
the Angels of the ſeven Afian Churches ; which 


no ſubttlty at all , but the common mtereſt of” 


therr condition, bath twiſted together m our de-- 


fence. 


In the generality vvhereot I mult pre- 
monith my Reader, that this peece of the 
taske fell unhappily upon ſome dull and 
tedious hand , that cared not how oft- 
ſod Coleworts he diſhed out to his credu- 
lous pueits; I ſhall (what I may ) prevent 
their ſurſet, 


Your: 
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Rev. 24 24, 


Your ſhift is, that the Angel] is here 


taken colleively , not 1ndividually: A 


conceit, which if your {clves, certainly 
no other wiſe man can ever believe ; 


for if the intereſt be common and equally ap- 
pertaining to all, why ſhould one be fungled out a- 


bove the reſt? If you will yeeld the perſon ts 
be ſuch, as had, more than others, a right in the 
admmiſtration of all , it is that wee ſeeke for : 
Surely , it did in ſome ſort concerne all 
that wasſpoken to him, becauſe he had 
the charge ofall ; but the direction isin- 
dividuall, as Beza himſelte takes it 3 as if 
a Letter be indorled from the Lords of 
the Counſaile to the Biſhop of Durham 
or Salizbary , concerning ſome affaires of 
the whole Clergy of their Dioceſle, can 
we ſay that the name Biſhop, is there no 
other than a collective ; becaule the buſi. 
nes may 1mport many ? verily I do not be- 
lieve that the Authors of this ſence can 
believe 1t themſelves, To your invincible 
proofes : In the Epiſtle to Thiatirayou lay 
1t 1s written ( 6uav 5 ago, tal os Aurmols )\ | lay 
to you, and to the reſt : where (bygou) 
muſt ( as you imagine) be ſignified, the 
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Goyernours ; by the reſt, the people : 


but what if the better Copyes read, 
( 54fav 5 xige 1d normals ) 1 lay to you, the 
reſt in Thyatra, without the copulative, 
as 1s confeſſed by your good friends ? 
where then' is your doughty Argument ? 
Here are no diviſions of parties, but the 
Paſtor and Flock. And truely thus it is ; 
and my owne eyes have {cence it, in that 
noble Manuſcript, written by the hand of 
Tecla(as1s probably ſuppoſed)ſome 1 300, 
yeares agoe, as Cyrill, the late renowned 
Parriarch of Conftantineple ayoweth , your 
goodly proofe therefore is in the ſuds. 
But to meet with you 1n your own kinde, 
if you will goe upon divers Readings ; 
what will you ſay to that verſ. 20, where 
the Angel of Thyatira is encharged : Thou 
ſuffereſt rw od lc ( thy wife 7e- 
zebel) (for ſoit 1s1n very good Copies) 
to teach , and ſeduce ; yea, fo it isin that 
memorable Copy of Tecla, forementio- 
ned, which1s to bee ſeene in the Princes 
Library, under the cuſtody of the 1- 
duſtrious and learned Mr. *Patrick Tong, 
P as 


T 3 \ "— 


—_— A Defence of the 


Antonianumn 


Epiſe. 


as my owne eyes can witneſſe : and thus 


Gr. 1. 4. ad St, C yprzan reads it of old : What 2 ſhall we 


thinke [he was wife to the whole company , or to 
one Biſhip alone 2 I leave you to bluſh, for 
the ſhame this proofe alone caſts upon 
your opinion : Secondly, you tell us, 
it is uſuall with the Holy Ghoſt, evenin 
this very booke, to expreſſe a company 
under one ſingular perſon ; as, the Beaſs 
is the Crvill ſtate ; the Whore , and the falſe 
Prophet , the Ecclefeaſticall flate of Rome : 
But what if 1t be thus in viſions, or em- 
blematicall repreſentations?mult it needs 
be ſo in plaine narrations, where it is [i= 
mited by juſt Prxdicates? or becauſe it is 
ſo in one phraſe of ſpeech, muſt it bee 
ſoinall > Whydoe you not as well fay, 
where the Lambe 1snamed, or the Lion 
of Juda, this 18a collective of many ; not 
an individuall {ubje& : The fepen Angels, 
you ſay , that blew the ſeven trumpets , and 
poured out the ſeven phialls, are not to bee taken 
laterally, but ſynecdechically ; perhaps ſo, 
but then the ſynecdoche lyes in the ſeven, 
and notin the Angels , fo I grant you 
the 
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the word Angel, is here metaphorical ; 
but you are no whit nearer to your ima. 
gined ſynecaoche, | 
The very name .ſvge/, (you ſay) is 
ſufficient proofe , that it is not meant of 
one perſon alone, as beinga common 
name to all Gods Miniſters, and Meſ- 
{engers : As if hee did not well know 
this that directed theſe Epiſtles : and if 
he had ſo meant it, had it not beene as 
cafie to have mentioned more as one? 
Had hee ſaid, the ngels of the Church of 
Epheſus , or Thyatira , the cauſe had 
beene cleare : now, hee fayes the Angel 
5 ayaG the denoted perſon muſt be ſin- 
gular ; for ſurely you cannot ſay that 
all the Presbyters at Epheſus were one 
Angel ; The ſame reaſon holds for the 
ſtarres ; had he ſaid, to the Starre of EB. 
pheſus , T fuppole no body would have 
conſtrued it of many, but of one cmi- 
nent perſon : - Now-hee ſpeakes of 1o 
many Starres, as Angels, to wit, ſeven 1n 
thoſe ſeven Churches. 
Your fourth Argument fromthe Text 
P 2 it 
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it ſelfe,asno better than rediculous: poor- 

ly drawne from what it doth not fay: Lo, 

Revel, 1. 26, IC Faith, The 7.Candleſticks which thou ſawe$t; 

are the 7. Churehes ; but hee doth not ſay, 

the 7.Stars arc the 7. Angels of the ſame 

Churches : but,the 4 ngels of the 7, Churches 

Forbeare, 1f you can, Readers, to {mile 

at this curious {ubtilty : becauſe, the ſe- 

ven isnot twice repeated, in mentioning 

the Angels,there 1s a deepe myſtery in the | 

omiſſion. VV hat Cabaliſme have we here ? 

Had hee ſaid, the ſeven Starres are the 

ſeven Angels of the ſeven Churches : now, all | 

had beene ſure, but he ſaith not ſo, but — 

onely thus ; the ſeven Starres are the n- 
gels of the ſeven Churches ,” It is plaine, 
that every Church hath his Ange/mentio- 
ned; and there being ſeven Churches, 
how many Angels, I beleech you, are 
there ? now becauſe he doth not ſay ex- 
preſſely in termes , ſeven Angels of the. ſe- 
ven Churches, we arefoyledin our proofe; 
judge Reader, what to expect of 1o deep 

{peculations. | 
Laſtly , zt is epident ( you ſay ) though 
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but one Angel bee mentioned m the front, yet 
the Epiſtles themſelves bee dedicated to all the 
Angels and Mmiſters , and to the Churches 
themſelves ; who ever doubted it? the 
foote of every Epiſtle runnes {| what the 
Spirit ſaith to the Churches ] not to one 
Church, but to all ſeven : If therefore 
you argue, that the name Angel is colle- 
&ive, fayallo that every of theſe ſever 
Angels , is the whole company of all 
the ſeven Churches , which were a foule 
non-ſence ;. you might have ſaved the la- 
bour both of Auſbertus, and the reſt of 
your Authors, and your owne ; wee never 
thought otherwiſe, but that the whole 
Church 1s ſpoken to ; but ſo, as that the 
Governour or Biſhop 1s ſingled out, as 
one that hath the maine ſtroke 1n orde- 
ring the aftaires thereof, and 1s therefore 
either praiſed, or challenged , according 
to his carriage therein. ; although alſo 
there are ſuch particularities. both of 
commendations, and exceptions, in the 
body of the ſeverall Epiſtles, as can- 
not but: have relation to thole ſeverall 
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over-ſcers, to whom they were endorſed, 
as I have elſe where {pecified ; Had all 
the Presbyters of Epheſus Toft their firſt 
love ? hadeach of them tryed the falle 
Apoſtles? Hadall thoſe of Sardis a name 

tolive, and were dead ? Were all the 

L aodicean Miniſters of one temper ? theſe 

taxations were no doubt of individuall 

perſons, but ſuch, as in whom the whole 

Churches were intereſſed. 

As for thoſe conjecturall reaſons, which 
you frame to your ſelves, why the whole 
company of Presbyters ſhould be written 
to under rhe ſingular name of an Angel, 
it ye pleaſe yourſelves with them,t is wel; 
irom me they have no caule to expe an 
anſwer : they neither can draw my aſlent, 
nor merit my confutation. 

Take heed of yielding that, which yee 
cannot but yield to be granted by Dofor 
Raynolds, and Maſter Beza, Do@or 
Fulke, Pareus, and others, that the An- 
gel is here taken individually ; but ſtill, 
it you be wiſe, hold your owne ; that our 
cauſe 15 no whit advanced, nor yours 

impaired 
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impaired by this yieldance : Let him have 
beene an Ange/, yet what makes this for 
a Dioceſan Biſhop ? much every way : 
For ifthe Church of Epheſus ( for exam- 
ple ) had many Miniſters, or Presbyters 
in it to inſtruct the people in their ſeveral 
charges , (as 1t 15 manifeſt they had ) and li 
yet but one prime Over-ſeer, which is 
ſingled out by the Spirit of God, and 
ſitled by a title of eminence , the Angel of 
that Church , it muſt needs follow, that in 
Saint Johns time there was an acknow- 
tedged ſuperiority in the government of 
the Church : if there were many Angels 
| ' mn each, and yet but one that was the 
Angel, who can make doubt of. an ine- | 
quality 2 þ 

It is but a pittifull (hifc that you make, |? 
| in pleading that theſe Angels ( if Biſhops ) Ch 
get were not Dioceſan Biſhops ; for that Pari- [1 
ſhes were not dryided ito Dioceſes ( I had [7 
thought Dioceſes ſhould have been divi- [1 
ded into Pariihes rather ) mm. Sat Johns | 
dayes : For by the fame reafon, I may as [3 
well argue,that they were not Parochiall = 
Biſhops 44 
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Biſhops neither, ſince that then no Pari- 
ſhes were as yet diſtinguiſhed : Asif you 
had reſolved to ſpeake nothing but Bulls, 
and Solceciſmes ; you tell me,that the ſe- 
ven Starres are ſaid to be fixed in their ſe- 
ven Candleſticks ; whereas thole Starres 
are faidto bee in the right hand of the 
Sonne of God: But (ſay you ſtill ) not 
one Starre was over divers Candleſticks: 
Trucly no ; who ever ſaid, that one Ar- 
gel was over all the ſeven Churches ? but 
that cach of thele famous Churches were 
under their owne Starre, or Angel ; but 
thoſe Churches you ſay were not Dzoce- 


ſan : How doth that appeare ? Becauſe, 


firſt Tndal/, and the old Tranſlation calls 
them ſeven Congregations : for anſwer, 
who knowes not that T:ndall, and the o1d 
Tranſlation are ſtill wont to tranſlate the 
word Church, whereſoever they finde it, 
by Congregation, which ſome Papiſts 
have laid in our diſh : Learned DoQor 
Fulk hath well cleared our intentions 
herein from their cenſure : Tindall him- 
ſelfe profeſles to doe it out of this reaſon, 
becaule 
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becauſe the Popiſh Clergy had ap- 
- propriated to themlelves the name 
ofthe Church ; but however, they 
rather made uſe of the Word ; yet 
notſo, as that hereby they intend 
_ onely to fignihe Pariſhionall mee- 
tings, So Epheſians 3. To the in- 
tent that now to the Rulers and 
Powers in heavenly places , might 


bee knowne by the Congregation, 
the manifold Wiledome of G OD; 


Doe wee thinke. this bleſſed Reve- 


lation confined to a Pariſh , or com- 
mon to- the whole Church of God ? 
So 1, Corinthians 15+ they turne, T 
am not worthy to bee called an Apoſtle , 


becauſe 1 perſ. ecuted the C ongregation of 


GOD : Doe we thunke his cruel- 


ty was confined to a Pariſh 2 So 


eMatthew 6. 16. Vpon this Rocke will 
I build my Congregation : was this a 
Pariſh onely ? So As 11. Herod 
the King ſtretched out his hands to vexe 
certaine of the Congregation ©. Was his 
7 malice 
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malice onely Parochiall ? But ſecond- 
ly, yee tell us, that in Epheſas , 
which was one of thoſe Candleſticks, 
there was but one flocke. 46s 20. 
28. Yea, but can you tell us what 


kinde of Flocke it was, whether 


Nationall,, or Provinciall | or Dio- 
celan ? Parochiall t am fureit could 
not bee : you haye heard before, 
chat thoſe Elders, or Biſhops were 
{ent for from Epheſus : But that they 
were all of Epheſus it cannot bee 
proved ; when all of them-thenare 
bidden to take heed to the Flocke 
of Chriſt , whereof they are made 


over-ſeers, each is herein charged 


to looke to his owne ; and all are 
1m the next words required to feed 
the Church of GOD, which hee 
hath purchaſed with his owne blood. 
So as your ſecond argument 1s fully 
anſwered in the ſolution of the firſt, 
and in the former paſſages. of this 
Section, The adyantage that you 
take 
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take from Epiphamus , affirming that 
divers Cities of that time might have 
two Biſhops , - whereas Alexandria 
held cloſe to one, can availe you 
little, when it ſhall bee well weigh- 
ed ; firſt, that your Tenet ſuppo- 
ſeth and requireth that every Preſ. 
byter ſhould bee a Biſhop , and there- 
fore ( if your cauſe ſpeed ) there 
ſhould be no fewer Biſhops than pa- 
riſhes. Secondly, that the praCtiſe of 
the whole Church, both before and 
after Epiphamus , 15 by ſuch cleare te- 
ſtimoniesconvinced to bee contrary : 
famous, and irrefragable, is that Ca- 
non of N:en Councell, ie4,8&c. that conc. Nic. Cav. $4 
in one City there nught not bee two 
Biſhops : ſo before this, Corzeltus wri- 
| ting to the Biſhop of 4ntwch, ob- 
Jecs it ſcornfully t5 Novation, that 
| hee did not know tva2niowmr ti , &c. 
$ that m a Catholike Church there 
ought to be but one Biſhop ; Andit 
15 a knowne word of the Confteffors 
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of old, in Cyprtans time, one GOD, 
one Lord , one Biſhop : Make much 
(if you pleaſe ) of. this conceit of 
yours , that Epiphanius his Neigh- 
bour-hood might acquaint him well 
with the Condition of the Afran 
Churches : But let mee adde, that 
you ſhall approve your ſelves meere 
ſtrangers to all the rules and practi- 
ſes of antiquity : if you ſhall ſtand 
npon the generall plurality of Bi- 
ſhops in the {ame City , or Dioces: 
And laſt of all, remember, that 
Epipbamus reckons up Eris as an 
Hereticke, for holding Presbyters c- 
quall with Bithops. : 

Your third argument , that there is 
nothing ſaid in. theſe ſeven Epiſtles, 
that implyes a ſuperiority , is anſwered 
by the very Superſcription of each. 
Letter, Which is, #3 ayias To the An- 


gel: and much more by the matter of 


the i{:verall Epiſtles : For what rea- 
{on were it for. an ordinary Pregbyter 
to. 
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"h to bee taxed for that, which hee 
, hath ,no power to redreſlſe ? That 
the _ of 'Pergamus ſhould bee 
blamed for the having of thoſe 
which hold the DoGrine of Balaam, 
or the Nzolaitans, when hee had no 
| power to proceed againſt them? or 
the Angel of the Church of Thyatira, 
for- fulfering the Woman 7ezabel, 
(if 1t muſt bee fo read) to teach, 
and ſeduce, when hee had no power 
of publick cenſure to reſiraine her ? 
But what need wee ſtand upon con- 
jecurall anſwers, to convince you 
in this plea, as Iikewiſe1in the ſuppo - 
ſed IDecifion of the kinde of {upe- 
riority, which you urge in the next 
paragraph ; when wee are able to 
ſhew both who the parties were, 
to whom .fome of theſe Epiltles . 
were directed , and to eptnce the _ 
high degree of their ſuperiority: ; Ig- Tenar. ad £- 
zatius the bleſſed Martyr ( beſides%%,,tus ns 
 Tertullian)) ſhall bee our witneſle for 57,9297 5/9 
OE both, enowny, &c. 
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the Heerarchy, and fall upon the 


both, who tells us that Onefimus was 


now the 4nge/ or Biſhop of Epheſus, 
Polycarpus of Smyrna ; and as Com- 
menting upon this very ſubje&, oft 
ingeminates the duty of Subje&tion 
owing to the Biſhop ; and the di- 
vers degrees of thoſe: three ſeverall 
ſtations in the Church ; as wee al- 
ready inſtanced ; away then with 
thole your unproving illuſtrations, 
and unregardable teſtimonies, which 
you ( as deſtitute of all Antiquity ) 
ſhut up the Scxne withall : Andlet 
the wile Reader judge, whether the 
Remonſirant hath not from the evi- 
dence of Timothy and Titus, and the 
Angels of the 4fzan Churches, made 
good that juſt claime of this ſacred 
Hierarchy , againſt all your weake 
and frivolous pretentions. From the 
Remonſi/ant (left your Diſcourſe 
ſhould not be tedious enough } you 
flye upon ſome other Defenders of 


wo 
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two Poſt-ſcripts of Saint Pau/s E- 
piſtles ( to Timothy and T titus , where- 
in Timothy and Titus are ftiled the 
firſt Biſhops of Epheſus, and. Creet ) 
which I am no way engaged to de- 
fend. : You ſay, they are not of Canoni- 


| Call authority ; ſo ſay I too ; but I 


ſay they are of great antiquity, and fo 
you muſt confeſle alſo. 
Faine would I fee, but any pre- 


rence of ſo much age againſt the- 
. matter of thoſe Subſcriptions : the: 


averred Epiſcopacy of Timothy and. 
Titus , ited by theſe confident An- 
tiquaries : ſurely he were ſ{enceleſſe, 
that would imagine the Poſi-ſcripts 
ag old as the Text , or as authen- 
ticke'; but wee may boldly ſay, they 
are older than any. Records of the 
gain-{ayers, | © 
Where theſe Subſcriptions are 
not ſeconded by Authority of the 
Ancient Church , there I leave 
them , but where they are {o well 
po backed, 


backed, there is no reaſon to for 
ſake them. The Exception there- 
fore which you take at the Poſt- 
ſcript of the Epiſtle to Titus , is 
not more ſtale than unjuſt, You 
lay peremptorily, 1t was not writ- 
ten from Nzcopolis ; neither was Paul 
then there : how appeares it ? Be- 
cauſe hee ſayes in the body of the 
Epiſtle, come to mee to Ateopolrs , 
for I am determined there to win- 
ter : Hee ſaith not , Here to win- 
ter, but there : as ſpeaking of a 
third place : but how flight this 
ground 1s , will be eaſily apparent 
to any man that ſhall confider, 
that Saint Paul was in perpetu- 
all zournying from place to place: 
And therefore , though now at 
that inſtant at A(zcopolis , yet how 
ſoone occafions might call him a- 
way , and how long , hee knew 
not : Therefore it was moſt fit 
that hee ſhould pitch upon a cer- 

| taine 
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taine place, whither Tus ſhould 
dire& his way toward him : Not- 
withſtanding your gheſle therefore, 
ſince/ holy - 4thanafus plainely tells 
us, that Saint Pau! wrote this E- 
piſtle from X(zcopolis , and is there. 
in followed' by Occamenius, and 
T heopbylat# , and in that famous an- 
cient Manuſcript, ſent by the late 
Patriarch of Conſtantinople ; ] finde it 
plainly dated g3Nmeriae;, It muſt needs 
follow, that cither rhis Subſcrip- 
tion was before Athanaſius and Te- 
claes time ;5 or elſe. that they wene 
upon ſome other good ground of 
their aſſertion. | 
Laſtly , it may .well:goe for a rea- 
{on of your owne making, that the 
Poſt-fcript ſtiles T :tus Biſhop of the | 
Church of the Cretians ; whereas it -1 
would bee ſaid of the Churches of 
the Cretians ; for the Chriſtian Chur- 
ches, of any Nation, are called. by 
Luke and *Pazl Churches, and not 
CEE, EE. Church 
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Church : Who would not yeeld you 
this truth , that the Chriſtian Chur. 
ches are called Churches. 2 ' what can 


they bee calledelſe, when they are - 


mentioned in their feverall diyerſi- 


ties; but when they are upon ſome. 


tire relation}, conjoyned and uni- 
ted, as theſe of Creet, under one g0- 
vernment , they may wall bee called 
not the Churches, but the Church, 
That flaſh of wit. might well ' have 
beene forborne ,, wherein you make 
an- envious compariſan betwixt. the 
Authority ,of thele - Subſcriptions, 

and Epiſcopall Authority, of urging 
Subſcription to their. Ceremonies : 
And* why theirs!, ;1-befeech you 2 
Have you beenec urged to ſublcribe 
to any other Ceremanies ,, than have 


| beene eſtabliſhed :by: the Lawes of 


this Realme and. Church ? Was it 
Epiſcopall power that enacted them ? 
Had you- beene : but. as ;obedient, 
theſe Ceremonies had been equally 
| yours : 
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yours : Now out of pure loye. you 


impoſe that upon us, which you 
repined that the Lawes ſhould im- 
poſe upon you : Goe on thus Chari- 
tably and proſper. 

Becauſe you wanted worke from 
the Remonſtrance, you will cut out 


ſome for your ſelves : An Obje- 


Ction of your owne mult bee anſwe- 
red; that is, from the inequalitie, 
this was betivecne the twelve A- 
poſtles , and the ſeventy Diſciples : 
And well may you ſhape your owne 
Anſwer to your owne ObzjeQtion : Tt 
cannot. bee proved', you ſay, that 
the twelve had any ſuperiority over 
pu ſeventy, either of Ordination, 
r-Juri{diction.- What ? have you 
forgerreh brerkren; thatthe A poſiles 
ordained theDeacons, As 6, 6. by 
Prayer and impoſition of hands 2 That 


the Apoſtle Paul laid his hands on Ti- 


mothy? Have you forgotten how by 


vertue of his Apoſtleſhip 'hee char- : 
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A Defence of the 


ges , Commands, Controlles, Cen- 
ſures ? What is, if this bee not Oc- 
dination and. ariſdiction 2 But (lay 
you ) ſuppo eit were ſo ; yet aſupe- 
r1ority and inferiority betweene Ofh- 
cers of 'difterent kindes, will not 
prove a ſuperiority and. inferiority 
betweene Officers of the ſame kinde. 
Deeply argued ; Surely hence you 
may inferre, that one Biſhop 15 not ſus 
periour to arither . - nor one Prel- 
byter above another, . but that a Bt. 
ſhop ſhould not bee ſuperiour to a 
Presbyter , were an uncouth conſe. 
quence : If the twelve Apoſtles there- 
tore were {uperiours to the 70. Diſ- 
$6 Cyprian Epiſcuph ciples, and Biſhops ( as your owne e- 
pal 1nd. rome tells you) ſucceed thoſe A polſtles, 
dinatione ſuccedunt. and Presbyters come m1 the roome-of 


Ep. 69, Umtas per 
pip nov /ac- the (ev enty, where is that identity or 
r 


fira. 
=" Meninig; lameneſle of kind which you-pretend? 


debentDiaconi quo- A] Antiquity hath acknowledged, 


niam Apoff olos i. e. 


Epi S&@ = 
44 K: dog rr, 793; bills three ſeverall rankes in the 


git. Ep.65. Church-Hicrarchy ; ; andif you have 
a minde | 
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a minde to jumble them together, 
take away the difference betwixt 
Presbyters, and Deacons, .as well as 
that betwixt Biſhops and Presbyters, 
Fam ſumus ergo pares. 

And now wee appeale to the ſame 
Barre , how farre you have beene 
from diſproving the Divine right, of 
Apoſtolicall inſtitution of Epiſcopa- 
cy ; and whether your relyance npon 
Hieromes Authority in this poynt hath 
beene grounded upon any other rea- 
ſon, but your owne weak preſumpt1- 
on. Yet ſtill ke (as I have heard ) 
{ome beaten Cocks, you dare crow ; 
and tell your Reader, that though 
Scriptures faile us, yet wee ſupport 


our {elves by the indulgence and mu- 


nificence of religious Princes : ſurely, 
if GOD ſhould have withdrawne 
himſelfe, in_vaine ſhould wee make 
fleſh our armes :; Our calling we chal- 
lenge .from God : ſome acceſſory 


Titles, Dignities, Maintenance, we 
Mo; thank- 


A Defence of the 


thankfully profeſſe to have received 
from the bountie of royall. Benefa- 
Gors: What of this? herein, you ſay, 
the Author acknowledgeth a diffe- ( 
rence, between our Biſhops, and the | 
Biſhops of old. Yes verily,{o hee glad- | 
ly doth, with all humble thanktful- 
neſſe to God, and good Princes : 
make your beſt of this conceſſion, Sud- 
dainly you fall faire, and profeſſe your 

well pleaſedneſſe, with the liberall 
maintenance of the Church,although 
ſomewhat yet ſticks with you : when 
the Miniſtery came to have agros, do- — 
mos, locattones,velicula ; and as you ſay 
from Chryſoſtome, then Religiopeperit di- 
vas , Religion brought forth riches, 
and the Daughter devoured the Mo- 
ther; and a voyce was heard from hea« 
| ven, Hodie venenum : and then you 
| tel us of wooden Prieſts, and golden 
z Chalices. But, Brethren, take no'care 
for this danger; Ourlaſt age hath be- 
2Hun to take ſufficient order for the re- 

Sag dreiſe 
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dreſſe of this evill : and if in time you 


ſhall lee wooden Chalices, and woo. 
den Prieſts, thank your ſelves. 


However, you grant there isnot an 


incompoſlibility betwixt Iarge Reve. 
venues, and an humble Soctableneſſe, 
yet you ſay, it 1s rare; and tel] us, that 
the rich proviſion of Biſhops hath 
uſhered in, both neglect of their Mi- 
niſterie,and pompous attendance,and 
inſultation over their brethren :- and 
you inſtance 1n the pride of Paulus 


Samoſatenu ,. and ſhut up with the 


grave complaint of S ulptius Severus, 
It 1snot to be denyed, brethren, that 
ſome ſ{uch1ll utc hath beene made, by 
ſome, of their abundance : but ſurely, 
in this ablative age , the fault is rare, 
and hardly mſtanceable ; both the 
wings and traine of many of ours have 
beene ſo clipped, that there js no 
orcat feare of flying high. But if it be 
ſo. the fault is fixed to the perſon, who 
with more grace might otherwiſe im- 
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prove the bleſſing. Caſt your eyes upon 
others, even your owne great Patrons, 
and tell mee1f you doe not cfpie the 
fame 1ll uſe of large meanes, and flat- 
tering proſperity ; yet you deſirenot 
to abridpe their ſtore, but to reftifie 
the imployment of it:Learne to be ſo 
charitable to your ſpirituall ſuperiors. 
And now at laſt you give a vale to 
your Aemonſtrants Arguments,and ſhut 
up witha bold recolleCtion, concer- 
ning which , let mee ſay thus much; 
Truely, Brethren, had you as gooda 
faculty in ſtrewing, as you have in ga- 
thering, there were no dealing with 
you : but it 1s your ill hap to tell the 
reader in your recapitulation of great 
feates that you have done 1n your for- 
mer diſcourſe, when as he muſt needs 
profeſſe that he ſees no ſuch matter, I 
appeal to his judicious etes, whether in 
all this tedious paſſage, you have pro- 
vedany thing but your owne bold ig- 
norance,and abſurd incon{equences. 
SECT. 
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SECT. XIV. 


I ſatisfaction to objetions comes 
next to be ſcanned,Objections which 
would to God they were only of my own 
framing ? 

In the firſt, That Epiſcopacy is no pre- 
judice of Soveraigntie, I juſtly prove, for 
rhatthere is a compatibleneſſe1n this caſe of 
Gods a&t, and the Kings. Ir is God that 
makes the Biſhop , the King that gives the 
Biſhoprick : What can you ſay tothis ? 

You tell usyou have already proved that 
God never madea Biſhop , as hee ſtands in 


ſuperiority over Presbyters, So you told us , 


and that is enough , we were hard hearted 
if we would not believe you: When as we 
| have made good by undeniable proofs, that 
(beſides the grounds which our Saviour 
layd of thisimparity ) the bleſſed Apoſtles 
by inſpiration from God, made this diffe- 
rence in a perſonall ordaining of fome a- 
boye the reſt , and giving expreſſe charge 
of Ordinayon and Iuriſdiftion to thoſe 
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A Defence of the _ 


the diſparity”; When be ſhall prove (you ſay) 


ſele&t perſons, in Church-government, the 
Biſhops have ever ſince ſucceded. 
Tell us not therefore, that if we diſclaim 
the infiuence of Soveraignty into our Crea- 
rion.and aſſert that theKing doth notmake 
us Biſhops , we muſt have no being atall; 
For, that the Reader may ſce you ſtop your 


| owne mouth, anſwer mee, I beſeech you, 


Where, or when ever did the King create a _ 
Biſhop ? name the man, and take the cauſe. 
Ic pleales his Majeſty to give his Congedeliey 
for a Biſhops EleQion to his See, to fignifie 
his Royall afſent thereunto, upon which 
the Biſhop is ſolemnly ordained by the im- 
poſition of the hands of the Metropolitan, 
and other his Brethren, and theſe doe , as 
from God , inveſt him in his holy Calling, 
which he cxerciſes in that place , which is 
deſigned and: given by his Majeſty : Whar 
can bemore plaine then this truth? As for 
that unworthy i ceaſure which you paſſe 
upon the juſt compariſon of Kings in or- 
der to Biſhops and Patrons in order to their 
Clerks, jt ſhallbe acknowledged, well de- 
ſerved, if you ſhall be able to make good 


that 
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that the Patron gives mimiſteriall power to his 
Clerke, as the King gives Epuſcopalt power to the 
Biſhog , it may be of ſome conducement to his 
cauſe ; Shortly brethren , the ſame day that 
you ſhall ſhew me that the King ordained 
a Biſhop, the ſame day willIſhew you that 
a Patron ordained a Presbyrer : The Patron 
gives the Benefice to the one , the King 
gives the Biſhopricke to the other neither 
of them doe give the Ofhce , or Calling to 
either. Goe you therefore with your Frier 
Simon, to your Cell, and conſult with your 
Covent for more realonand wit, then you 
ſhew in this, and the next ſcornfull Para- 
graph . wherein whiles you floutat my mo- 
deſt coceſſion withanunbeſeeming frump, 
you are content ſilently to balke that my ſe- 
cond anſwer , which you know was too 
hor, or too heavy for your fatisfaCtion 
In the ſecong , The Impurtation preten- 
dedto be caſt byaTenet uponallthe Refor- 
med Churches , which want this govern- 
ment ; I indevoured ſo to fſatisfie , thatl 
might juſtly declinethe envy , which is in- 
tended to be thereby raiſed againſt us : For 
_ . Whichcauk, Iprofeſſed-thar' wee doe w_ 
4 an 
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and honourthoſe our ſiſter Churches , as 
thedearSpouſe of Chriſt, and givezealous 
teſtimonies of my well wiſhing to them, 

Your uncharitableneſle offers to choak 
me With thoſe ſcandalous cenfares and dil- 
oracefull terms which ſome of ours have 
ler fall upon thoſe Churches, andtheiremi- 
nent profeſſors,which I\confeſle,it is more 
caſte to beſory for , then (onſome hands) 
ro excuſe; The errour of afew may notbe 
imputed to all. 

My juſt defence is that no ſuch conſe. 
quentcan bedrawn from our opinion for 
as much as the Divine or Apoſtolical right, 
which wee hold , goes not ſo high, asif 
there werean expreſſe command that,upon 
an abſolute neceſſity. there muſt be ither 
Epiſcopacy,orno Church ; but fo far only, 
that it both may and oughtto be; How fain 
would you here find me ina contradiQi- 

| on ? Whiles I one-where reckon Epiſcopa- 
8 cy amongſt matters eſſential tothe Church, 
| another where, deny itto be of the eſſence 
rhereof; Wherein you willingly hide-your 
_ eysthat you maynot ſeethe diſtinEion that 
_ Imakeexpreſly berwixt the Being & Wel- 
Yn i 
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= being of a Church : affirming that thoſe 
Churches, to whom this power & faculty 
1s denicd,loſe nothing of the true eflence of 
a Church, though they miſle ſomething .of 
their glory, and perfeQion. _ 

No, Brethren , it is enough for ſome of 
your friends to hold their Diſcipline alto- 
gether eſlentiall ro the very being of a 
Church, We dare not beſo zealous. 
 Thequeſtion whichyouask concerning 
the reaſon of the different intertainment, gi- 
ven in our Church to. Prieſts converted to 
us from Rome,and to Miniſters,who in Qu. . 
Maries dayes had received Impoſition of 
hands in reformed Churches abroad , is 
meerly perſonall ; neither can challenge 

' my deciſion; Only I give you thele two- 
anſwers, that what fault ſoever may bee 
in the caſte admittance of rhoſe , who 
have received RomiſhOrders, the ſticking; 
attheadmiſſion of our Brethren xeturning - 
from:Reformed Churches , was not in: 
caſe of ;Ordination , bur: of Inſtitution: 
they had - beene acknowledged. - Mini- 
ſters | of - Chriſt , without any other. 
hands laid upon them, but according to/ 
NA S 3 rhe. 
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the Laws of our Land they w ere not , per- 
haps , capable of inſticution to a Benefice, 
unleſle they were ſo qualified, as the Statutes 
of this Realme doe require ; And ſecondly, 
- I know thoſe, more then one , that by ver- 
tue only of char Ordination , which they 
have brought with them from other .Re- 
formed Churches, have enjoyed Spiriruall 
Promotions and Livings without any ex- 
ception againſt the lawfulneſſe of their cal- 
lin 

The confident affirmation which you 


B.ontague alleage of the learned Biſhop of Norwich is 


noruletous, I leave him to his owne des 
fence, You chink | have too much work on 
my hand to give ſatisfaction for my ſelfe in 
rheſe two maine Crnns vehich ariſe 
from my Book ; 

What high points ſhall we now exped, 
trow we? 

Firſt, whetber that Office , ; which by hone 
right bath fole power of Ordination, and! ruli 
all other Officers of the ( hurch: ( which hee 
faich Epiſcopacie hath)belong not ta the being, 
but only to the glorie,and perfeFion oÞ a Church: 
Can wetell what thele men would have ? 
Have 


tt. 
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Have they a minde to goe beyond us inaſs. 
ſerting that neceſlity , and eſlentiall uſe of 
Epiſcopacy,which we dare not avow ? Do 
they not care to loſe their caule, ſothey may 
crolſe an adverſary? For your queſtion, you 
ſtill calk of ſole Ordination , and foleluril: 
dition ; You may(it you plealc) keep that 
pair of ſoles for your next ſhooes : We con» 
rend-norfor ſuch an height of . propriery, 
neither do we practiſe it; they are ſoours, 
that they ſhouldnot beelbur us.as we have 
formerly ſhewed ; That therefore there 
ſhould be a power of lawtull ordination,” 
and government in every letled Church, ir 
is noleſle then neceſlary , bur thatin whar 
cale {oeverof extremity, andirreſtſtible ne+ 
ceflity, this ſhould be only done by Epiſco- 
pall hands, we never meant roaffirme: itis 
enough that regularlyit ſhouldbetheir a&t. 

_ Your ſecond queſtion is, There being:(in 
this mans thoughts ). the jame:jus divinum 
for Biſhops, that there is for Paſtors and Elders, 

Whether, if thoſe Reformed ( burches, wanted 
Paſtors,and-Blders too, they ſhould want nothing 
of the eſſence f a Church but of the perfeFtion, 
and glorie of it ; The-anbwer 1s. _ 4 | 

: thoſe . 
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A Defence of the 


thoſeReformed Churches, wanting thoſe 
whom you call Paſtors and Elders , did yet 
injoy the government,by Biſhops Prieſts, 8 ' 
Deacons, they ſhould be fo far from wan- 
ting ought of theeſſence of a Church, thar 
they ſhould hereinatrain to much glory and 
perfeAion : And ſo much for your deepe 
queſtions. ERTE | 
The preſumptuous Remonſtrant would 
ſceme to know ſo much of the mind of 
thoſe Churches, that heeſaith , if they might 
harve their option, bee doubts not but they would 
gladly embrace Epiſcopall government , a foule 
imputation which your Zeale muſt needs 
wipe off, for which purpoſe you bring the 
confeſſions of the French, and Dutch Chur- 
ches, averring thetruth , andjuſtifiablenes 
of their owne government;For whichthey 
have good reaſon, neither ſhall you herein 
expectmy contradiction; nor yet my pre- 
ſent labour of reconciling their govern- 


ment, and ours inthe main and materiall - 


points of both ; 'This condition they arein, 
and they doe well to defendit, butthey did 
not tell youthey would not (if oportunity 
were offcred )be content withabetter,l am 
deceived 
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deceived if their own publique Conſticu- 
tions be nor ſtill concluded with the pow- 
er of a Change,and | have elſewhere ſhew- 
ed out of Fregevilleus, that this order of 
government was in their Churches ar firſt 
only proviſtonall; and inſtanced in thoſe 
teſtimonies of approbation , which their 
learned Divines have freely given to our 
forme of adminiſtration, which I ſhall not 
now ſtand either to repeat, or multiply. 
Let it be enough for the preſentto fay ; that 
upon my certain knowledg, many eminent 
Divines of the Churches abroad havecar- 
neſtly wiſhed themſelves in our condition, 
and have applauded and magnified our 
Church, as the moſt famous , exempla- 
ry and glorious Church in the whole Chri- 
ſtan World;So as I wanted not good rea- 
ſon, forthat which you are pleaſed to ſtyle 
preſumptuous,aſſertion : 

But the reaſon of my affertion 1s yet 
ſomore offenſive that you wonder how it 
could fall from my Pen; 
| That theres little difference in the govern- 
ment . of other- proteſtant Churcbes and our 
owne ſave in the perpetnity of their Moderator- 
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' A Demnſirance ofthe 
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h ip, and the excluſion of Lay Elders, A paſſage, 


belike as you ſay, of admirable abſurdity. Bur 
ſoft , brerhren , [am afraid, firſt, leaſt you 
ſpeak of what you know not;l ſpeake not 
onely of the next Churches of France, and 
the Netherland, I ſpcake of them ina gene. 
rality, as one that (ifthis place would beare 
it) could give a particular account of them 
all: neither can your cavills worke rfy.re- 
pentance. You tell me of the Moderator 


in Geneva ( as if all the Church, of God 


were included in thole ſtraitwalls) Icould 
rell you of the Superintendents ofthe Chur- 
ches of Germany , of the Prepofiti in the 
Churches of IVeteraw, Heſ$ia, Anbalt, of the 
Seniores,in Tranſylvania, Polonia,Bobemia;Bur 
What of: the Moderator in Geneva ? He is 
not of a Superiour Order to his Brethren , 
Bur let mee tell you , when Maſter Calvin. 
was Moderator there , as hee conſtant- 
ly was for many; yeeres no Biſhop in 
England {1 wayed more, then he did-in thar- 
Church : and eveniin the Low Countries. 
how much.the Deputati Synodt,, after they 
had been frequently imployed in thoſe ſer- 


vices, (as for inſtance , myancient and tru«. 
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ly-reverend friend MF. Bogermannus prevai- 
led) & with what authority they carry the 
affaires of the Church, it isnot hard to un- 
derſtand , for thoſe other circumſtances , 
which you arepleaſed to metion,were the 
moderator{hip perpetual,they would ſoon 
accordingly vary;and if not ſo,yet you may 
remember , tharl ſaid not, no difference at 
all,bur, litcle, whereof your well affetednes 
tro our Government can make this uſe, that 
then the Abrogation of Epiſcopacy will be wrought 
with the leſſe difficulty , and occaſion the leſſe di- 
ſturbance ; The old word is; welfare a friend 
in a corner , ſlill youare for the deſtrudive; 
nonebut the Babylonian note ſounds wellin 
youreare, Downe with it, downe with it 


even to the ground: ButtheGod of Heaven 
whole caule itis, will, we hope vindicate 


his owne ordinance, fo long perpetuated to 
his Church, from all your violent and ſub- 
tile machinations, and prevent the utmoſt 


danger of your already ſufficiently rayſed 
diſturbance. 


Lo = © 


— 
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SECT. XV. 


6 Oven the Lay Presbytery I ſaid, 
and ſay ſtill molt juſtly, rhat it never 


had footing in the Church of God ill this. 


preſent age ; Theſe wits cry out in greart 
{port , ſee How like the man looks to Doftogr 
Hall , mn bis irrefragable Propoſitions ; Truly, 
Brethren, as like him, as yee arelike your 
ſelves : who are ſtillſcornfull and inlolent : 
But though ye be commonly ſpighttull, yer 
you are ſo ſeldome witty,that we may well 
bear with you,for once : Be he like, whs he 
will , D. Hall will ſufficiently defend both 
thoſe propoſitions , and this Remonſtrance 
__ Ki your impotent cavils ; For this, 


concerning the queſtioned Lay-presbytery, 


you make afaire flouriſh to litcle purpole , 


You do wilely to omit thoſe three knowne: 


texts, which the World knows have beene 
fo throughly canvaled and eluded, and thar 


famous text of an acknowledged counter- 


feit, Ambroſe, ſooften exploded ; Wee ſhall 
have now new ſtuffe from you , but of as. 


little 
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 lile worth; Surely had the foregoing Pas 
trons of your Lay-Elderſhip found that 
they could have received any colour of pro. 
tection from theſe places of antiquity, al- 
leaged by you, they had nat, after the raking 
of all the channels oftime, forborne the nr- 
moſt urging of theſe your teſtimonies, in 
their favour and defence; bur they well ſaw 
how little reaſon there was, to preſſe thoſe 
unproving evidences, which you will needs 
z urge as.convictive, 
| Your teſtimony from Origen cannot but 0rie.contra 
| ſhame you,it yet you can bluſh:You feared —— 
to cite the Chapter that in ſo long a Booke, 
you might not bediſcovered. | 
| \ Buttheſcope of the place is cleerly thus : 
Origen is upon compariſon of the Philoſo- 
phers, and Chriſtians in their care of teach- 
ing .Nam ill; ({cil. Philofophr) propalam apud. 
valgus differentes non ſunt curioſt in- diſcernen- 
dis auditoribus , exc. For the Philoſopher, 
faith hee, in their publike diſcourſes to the 
peopleare not curious inthe difference of 
their auditors: butevery one thar liſts,comes, 
and heares them at pleaſure But the Chri- 
| {iians doe, what they may, carefully pre- 
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examine the minds of thoſe-thar' defire to: 


| hearethem, and firſt chey doe privately ſo, 


to thoſe that are bewitched ( with Paga- 
niſme ) before they bee received into the 
Congregation 2 And when they ſeemeto 
have comne ono far, as tobe deſirous to 
live honeſtly , then do they bringthemin , 
bur in diſtin&t degrees ; the one of thoſe 
which are newly admitted but have not 
yet attained (the cognizance of their Purifi- 
cation,) Baprtiſme ; the other of thoſe 
whichare now comne onſo far as to pro- 
feſſe the Chriſtian Religion ; in this latter 
rank are appointed fome, which doinquire 
into the lives and manners of thoſe that 
come that they may be a means to keep 
oft ſuch Candidates of Religion as do car- 

themſelves amiſſe , from their Aſſem- 
blies: and thereſtthar are like themſelves, 
they may gladly receive : In which paſſage 
it is moſt evident 'that Origen ſpeaks of 
thoſe which are newly admitted into the 
Church, who by reaſon of their late know- 
ledge and acquaintance with thoſe which 
they left behind-them.in Pagan ſuperſtiti- 
on., Might bee fir Monitours to know, 
and 
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and notifie the condition of ſuch Candi. 
dates as did offer rocome intothe Church, 
Now theſe truſty Anſwerers would make 
the World believe, that this is ſpoken- of 
lome. Sage Elders , that were to go- 
verne the Church , and (to deceive the 
Reader ) unfaithfully turne the words , 
Nonnulli \Prepoſiti ſunt , as if they were rayurs. 
ſome ruling Elders indeed ; Whereas the 
word ſignifies , and intends only a de. 
ſignation of ſuch Novices as were well 
approved , to an Office of Monitorſhip 
concerning thoſe which would profeſle 
to be Converts. And now to return your 
owne words , wee would gladly know 
whether thelſe- were not , as it Lay EL 
ders. 

As for thoſe other teſtimonies , which 
you have drawne hither out of Auguſtine, 
Optatus . and the Letters. of Fortis , and 
Purpurius out of Baronius , I could , if 
need were double your files in this kinde, 
might that doe you any ſervice , I could. 


cg . 1 notts ad 


rell you out of the acts of the ys a felis, 


tion of Felix and. (ecilianus , of Epi 
pi, Presbyteri, Diacones , Seniores , out of;,, 
the . 
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cl: anon, Afri- 
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.theSynodal Epiſtle of the Cabarſuſditan Coun. 
cell (as mentioned by Saint Auguſtine in his 
Enarration upon the Plalmes) Neceſſe nos 
fuerat Primiani cauſam Seniorum literis ejuſs 
dem Eccleſie poſtulantibus, audire atque diſcute- 
re, Which is a more pregnant place then any 
you have brought; & could reckon you up 
yet more, out of the Code of the African Ca» 
nons, ( an.91. Out of Gregory, ſubſcribed, as 
they ſay, Turonenſis, who (peaking of the Bi- 
ſhop of Marſelles brings him in to lay, Nihil 
per me feci, &<.1 did nothing of my lelfe,but 
that which was commanded me a Dommis 
noſtris , & Senioribus . out of Gregory the 
Greatin his Epiſtles more then once, [ could 
weary you with ſupply of ſuch authoriries ; 
Bur, brethren, I ſhall ſadly tell you, that you 
do herein nothing but abuſe your Reader, 
with a colourable pretence; For all thoſe 
places you alleage, arenothing at all tothe 
purpoſe in hand. Who can make queſtion 
but that Carthage and Hippo, and other Afri- 
can Cities, had old and grave men in them ? 
Who can doubt that they had Magiſtrates, 
and men in authority 2? Such , as we ſtillare 
wont out of the ancent appellation , to 


ſtyle 
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ſtyle Aldermen? Who can doubt that they 
did inall great occaſions of the Church take 
the adviſe and afliſtance of theſe prime men? 
Bur wil it hence follow thatinthe ſenſe you 
contend for, they had a Setled-Lay-Presby. 
tery ? Was their Church ere the more (ace 
cording to your conſtruction) governed by 
Paſtors, Elders, Deacons ? That theſe foreci- 
ted were ſuch, as we have intimated, is moſt 
evident , In the African Canons ((an.100.) 
they are called (i 4%) the old men; And 
inthe 91 Canon, we hind as a Commentary 
upon this point, Debere unumquemque noſtrum 
m ctivitate ſua convenire Donariftarum Prepoſte 
tos, aut adjungere fibt vicinum Collegam, ut pa- 
riter eos in ſingulis quibuſque Civitatibus per 
Magiſtratus , vel Senures locorum conveniant. 

" Thats, Thatevery one of us ſhould in our 
own Cities meete with the chiefe Gover- 
nours of the Donatiſts , and take with him 
ſome neighbour as his Colleague or Afli- 
ſtant, thar they together may give them a 
meeting by the Magiſtrates or Elders of the 
places. 

But you will ſay there were thoſe which 

V were 
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were called Sentores Fecleftaſtici , Eccle- 
$2 Tor ef you- : 
wir are Naſticall Elders alſo ; True , there were 


Gig rew? (y THUS ,- 


Corece rien ſuch, Iuſtellus confeſſes fo much, and [ear- 
Can. Afr.g1. ned Tſaacus (aſaubonus (whole manulcripr 
notes I have ſcene,) and his worthySon, 
Mericus ( aſaubonus in his notes upon Opta- 
tus, yield no leſle, but thele they dotruly 
ſay, were but as our Church-wardens,men 
that were truſted with the utenſils, ſtock, 
and outward affaires of the Church, or, as. 
I may more fully compare them, our veſtry- 
men: who are commonly and of oldde- 
tigned under the name of theeightmen, or 
twelve men, in every great pariſh (as lam 
{ure it is inthe Weſtern parts) to order the: 
Aug.conra buſineſles of Seats, and rates, and ſuch like 
C1e/em43- externall occaſions; now that thoſe places 
Epiſcos Which you have cited intend no other El- 
Prechyrer, ders, then theſe, you ſhall be convinced our 
$4C0111, (9 , » b 


Seniores ſei- Of your own teſtimonies. 

ts, Oc | 

where againſt your own knowledge - | BR 
you tranſ}ate Presbyters (Elders) .to- The P lace which 
bleare the Readerseys , witha ſhew YOU bring out of Saint 


of a double ſort ef Elders, whereas : 
Pesbyteri are there manifeli]y di- Auſten contra ( reſconium 
ſtinguiſhed from Senjores, Grammaticum, runs thus, 


Onnes vos, &c. All you Biſhops Presbyrers, 


- 
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Deacons, and Elders, do know, &c.where 
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you ſee plainly that the Elders which he 
means are below Deacons, and ſo you {h:ll 
find chem, vwherelſoever they are mentioned; 
now thoſe that you contend for,are by your 
own claim , ina key above them. Optatus 
whom you cite, is cleer againſt your ſenſe , 
whiles he makes onlyquatuor genera capitum, 
only. four ſorts of mein the Church;Biſhops, 
Presbyters,Deacons,& the faithful(Laity)And 
in his firſt book againſt Parmenian,O uid com- 
memore Laicos,&c.he reckons up, meer Laicks, 
Miniſters,Deacons;Presbyte1 os ſecundo ſacerdotio 


conftitutos Presbyters in the ſecond deoree of 
d/ 5 


Prieſthood,e&s principes omnium Epiſcopos;and 


the chiefe of all Biſhops. Shortly, brerhren, 


that there were in the Church of old rulin 

Elders,which were ina rank aboveDeacos, 
and had together with the Paſtors a ſetled 
power of government, inthe Church , it is 


an opinio no leſle new then unjuſtihable;8&, 


I do here ſolemnly proteſle , that if any one 
ſuch inſtance can be brought, I wil renotice 
Epilcopacy for ever. Do not the,againſtthe 
light of your owne knowledye ſeraface on 
proofs of thole things , which never were, 
but give glory to God in yielding to ſo un- 
doubred and cleer atruth. V2 SEecr. 
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"Hereſt that remaynes is but mere De. 
clamation, not worthy of any anſwer, 
but contempt and ſilence; Ir is moſt true 
| thatthercligious Biſhops of all times have ; 
ſtrongly upheld the truth of God againſt 
Satan and his Antichriſt, 
What can you ſay tothis? You tell mee- 
of ſome irreligious ones,that have as ſtrong- 
ly upheld Satan and his Antichriſt againſt 
the truth of God , Whar 1s this tothe cal- \ 
ling ? Can not I tell you of ſome wicked 
and irreligious Presbyters,ſhall the funion 
it ſelfe therefore {uffer ? Youtell us What an 
unpreaching Biſhop once ſaid of a Preacher , [ 
challenge youto ſhevv any unpreaching Bi- \ 
ſhop in the Church of England this day 2. | 
Ic is your ſlander, this , not their juſt Epi. 
thete: The ſcandalls of our inferiour Mini». 
ſters , I profeſſe I could not bur bleed to ſee, 
but withall deſired to have had them lefſe 
publique, your Charity accuſeth mee of 
| CX- 
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and 


excuſmg them, and blaming my humble 
motion of Conſtantines example , profeſle to 
deire the blazoning of them tothe World, 
Whether of us ſhall give a better account of 
our charity tothe God of peace, I appealeto 
that great Tribunall. 
| In yournext Seion, like ill-bred ſonnes, 
you ſpit in the face of your Mother;A Mo- 
ther too good for ſuch fonnes, The Church 
of England ; and tell us of Papiſts that 
dazle the eyes of poore people with the glorious 
name of the holy Mother the Church , If they be 
roo fond of their Mother , I am ſure your 
Mother hath little cauſe to be fand of you; 
Who can and dare compare her to thoſe 
Z#thiopian trumpets, which were common 
roall commers; For your wholeundurifull 
carriage towards her , take heed of the Ra- 
vens of the Valley : As if wee were no lefſe 
ſtrangers , then you-enemiesto the Church 
of England, youtell the World that we know 
not who ſhe is , and that we wonder when we are 
askt the queſtion, and run deſcant upon the 
rwo Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Convocation ; 
Even whatyour luxuriant wit ſhall pleaſe ; 
V 3 and. 
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andat laſtyou make up your mouth with a 
merry jeſt , telling your Reader that the Re- 
mon#trant, out of his ftmplicitie never beard nor 
thought of any more Churches of England then 
one ; Ridiculum caput : Sit you merry, Bre- 
thren ; bur truly , after .all your ſport, ſtill 


my ſimplicity tels mee there 1s but one 
Church of England ; There are many Chur- 
ches in England ; but many Churches of 
England , were never till now heard of, 
You hadneed fetch it as farre as the Heptay- 
chie , And to ſhew how farre you are 
from the objected ſimplicity, yeetell us in 
the ſhutting up , that England , Scotland, 
and Ireland , are all one Church of England. 
Nallum magnum ingenium ſine mixtura des 
mentia. 
- Bur now take heed of Obelisks : You 
profeſle , you for your parts doe acknowledge 
no Antiprelaticall Church : I am glad to heare 
you make and condemne . a Prelaticall 
Church of England, what ſhall be the other 
part of the Contradition?  _ 
TheRemonſtrant tels you of further di- 


viſions, 


it; nor I neither ; but I beſeech you , if 
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viſions, and ſubdiviſions, which upon this 

ound you muſt neceſſarily make of the 
Church , your deep wildomes take this, as 
of his upbraiding of the Diviſions in the 
Church, in meermatter of Opinion,and fly 
out intothe cenſures of the Prelatical! party, 
as the cauſe thereof, and would havethem 
lay , Mitte nos in Mare, C&- non erit tempeſtas. 


_ The truth is, the ſeveralties of Secs, and 


their ſeparate Congregations abont this Ci- 
ty are many and lamentable ; I doe not 
upbraid , but bewayle them ; The God 
of Heaven be judge where the fault reſts, 
and ( if it bee his holy will ) finde 
ſome ſpeedy redreſſe , but in the mean 
time, one caſts it upon fa&tion , an- 
other upon ungrounded rigour, where- 
ſoever it be , Woe be to thoſe by whom 
the offence commeth ; Lay you- your 
hands en your hearts onwards, and. 
conſider well wherher your fomenting: 
of ſo unjuſt and deep diſlikes of lawtfull 
government have not bin too much guilty 
of theſe wofull breaches. 


As onethat love that peacc of the Church 
| | ; which. 
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which you are willing to trouble , I per- 
{wading an unity , ask what bounders'you 
ſet , what diſtin&tion of Profeſſors you 
make, what grounds of Faith , what new 
Creed, what different Scriptures, Baptiſme, 
means of Salvation are held by thar part 
which you miſ-call the Prelaticall Church, 
You anſwer according to your wonted 
Charity, and Truth. 

What bounds ? Thoſe (you ſay) of the fixth 
Canon; from the high and loftie Promontorie of 
Arckbiſhops, to the Terra incognita, of an, exc. 
Witty again. Alas, brethren, if this beall, 
the Lifts are too narrow; Hereare but four 


ranks of Dignities, and few in cach , but if 


that incluſive, &c. reach far, yet what will 
you make of all this? 

Doe you exclude Biſhops, Deans, Arch- 
deacons , &c. from being members of the 
Church of England ? Sure”, you dare not be 
ſo ſhamefully unjuſt : If therefore, that they 
havean intereſt in the Prelacy , cannot ex- 
clude them fortheir intereſtin the Church: 
What becomes of your bounders 2 This 
15 fit work for your Obelisk. 
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| What diſtinction ? you ſay, warſhip ing 


to the Baſt , bowing to the Altar , proſtituting 
(perhaps you meane proftrating) themſel-ves 
in their approches into ( burches: And are theſe 
fir diſtintions, brethren , whereupon to 
ground different Churches 2 It they diffe- 
rence men , doe they difference Chriſti- 
ans ? 

What nev Creed ? you ſay , Epiſcopacie 
by Divme right is the firſt article of their Creed. 
For ſhame brethren , did ever man make 
this an article of faith 2 who will thinke 
you worthy to haye any faith given you 
in the reſt of your aſſertions ? you adde;, 
abſclute and blinde obedience toall the Comman- 
dements of Biſhops ; Bluſh yet againe, brethe- 
ren, bluſh to affirme this, when you well 
know that the word: of the oath of Cano- 
nicall obedience run only , In ommbus licitis 
 & boneftis mandatis, in all lawfulland ho- 
\ neſt commands. 

You adde,Ele&ion upon Faith foreſeen, 
What? nothing bur groſſeuntrurhs ?Is this 
the dorine of the Biſhops of England, 


have they not ſtrongly .confuted it, in Pa- 


piſts, 
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piſts , in Armimans ; Have they notcry'dirt * | | 
downetothe pit of Hell > What meansthis: - 
wickedly falle ſuggeſtion? Indge Reader, if 
here be not work for Obelisks. _ 

. What Scripture? You ſay, 4pocrypha, and; 
Traditions unwritten; Mark I beleech you, 
unwritten Tradicons are Scriptures , firſt : 
then Apocrypha ; And why , I pray you;is it 
more our Apocrypha, then yours? Areall our 
Bibles Prelaticall roo ? Shortly all thoſe 
Churches and houſes,and perſons that have | 
the Apocrypha in their Bibles belong tothe: 
Church Prelaticall , what have wee loſt by. 
the match 2? 

. What Baptiſme? What Euchuriſt ? Youtell, 
us of the abſolute neceſSitie Which ſome Popiſh 
fools have aſcribed to the one, and of an Altar 
and Table ſet Altarwiſe in the other ; What are 
theſe tothe Church of England ? Doth the 
errour of every addle- head? or the fite or 
poſture of a Boord make. a different 
Church. 

Whar Chriſt 2 You anſwer, ( near toa 
blaſphemy,) 4 Chriſt who hath.. given the ſame 
power of abſolution. to a Prieſ# that himſelfe 
| | hath 
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hath : This can be nothing but a flanderous 
fiion ; No Chriſtian Divineever held that 

a Prieſts power of abſolution was any o- 
ther then miniſterial , Chriſts Soveraigne 
andabſolute. If you know the man bring 
him forth that he may be ſtoned. 

Whar Heaven ? you ſay, ſuch as ts receptive 
of Drunkards, Swearers, Adulterers.Brethren, 
take heed of an Hel,whiles you fain ſuch an 
Heaven and fear leſt your uncharicableneſs 
will no lefſe bar you out of the true Heaven 
above , then you bar Prelaticall ſinners 
from theiracceſle thereinto : Bur, if you had 
rather , goe on ſtill in your owne way, 
ſeparate your ſelves from us that profeſſe 
we are one with you ; Charge upon us 
thoſe doctrines and opinions which wee 
hate, no whir lefſe then your ſelves , faſten 
upon the Church of England thoſe exoti- 
call poſicions of unſound teachers , which 
it ſelf hath in zerminis condemned , and ſay 
as youare not aſhamed to do, We thank God 
We are none of you , we forgive you, and pray 
for your repentance. DTT 
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Your Quzres , wherein I ſee you truſt . , 
much., are made up of nothing butſpighr 
and ſlander : If [anſwer you with queſtions 
ſhorter then your own, and more charita- 
ble, you will excuſe me. In an{wer thento, 
your firſt, I ask 

I Who ever held the Lordſhips of Biſhops 
ro-ſtand by divine right. If no body, whether 
hee that intimates it doth not falſfifie and | 
ſlander > Why is it agreater faulr in one of ( 
our Do&ors to hold the Lords day to ſtand 

| Tre bumano, then-it was in Maſter Calvin ? 

2 I ask whether it were any other then K. \ 
Lames himſelf of blefled memory, that ſaid, = | 
No Biſhop, no King, Andif it were he, whe- 
ther that wiſe King did notmean to preju- 
dice his ownauthority ?- 

3 Whether ſince it hath beene proved that- 

| Biſhops are of more then meerly humane: 
Ordinance, and: have {o-long continuedin 
the Chriſtian Church: to-the great good of | 
Church, and State, it be not moſt fit to efta- | 
bliſh them forever : and toavoid all dange-. 
rous motions of innovation? 
4 Whether theſe anſwerers have the wit 
| | 0) 
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er grace to-underſtand the true meaning of 
the Is Divinum of Epilcopacie ? or if they 
did , whether they could poſſibly be ſo ab- 
ſurd, asto raiſe ſo ſenſlefſe and inconſequent 
inferences upon it ? 

Whether there be any queſtion at allin 5 
the fifth queſtion ? ſince the Remonſtrant 
himſelfe hath fo fully cleered this poinr, 
profeſſing to hold Epilcopacy to be of A- 
poltolicall, and, in that right , Divine Inſti- 
rution ? CEE 

Whether Maſter Beza have not heard 6 
ſoundly of his diſtin&tion of the three kinds 
of Epilcopacy, inthe full and learned an- 
{wer of Saravia: and whether hee might 
not have been better adviſed then in that 
conceit of his, to croſle all reverend antiqui- 
ty : And whether the Painter that dreſt up 
his Picture after the fancy of every paſlen- 
ger, do not more fitly reſemble thoſe, thar 
frame their diſcipline according to the hu- 
mour of their people, varying their projects. 
every day,then thoſe which hold them con-. 
ſtantly to the only ancient and Apoſtolicall 


forme. 
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Whether it were not fit that wee alſo 
ſhould ſpeak as the ancient Fathers did, ac- 
cording to the language of their times , and 
whether thoſe Fathers could not betrterun- 
derſtand and interpret their owne meaning 
in thetitle of Epiſcopacy,then theſe partial, 
and not over-judicious an{werers,and whe- 
ther they have not cleerly explicated them- 
{elves in their writings, to have ſpoken pro- 
perly and plainly tothe ſenſe nowenforced. 
Whether Presbyters can without fin ar- 
rogate unto themſelves the exerciſe of the 
power of publique Church government, 
where Biſhops are ſet over them to rule and 
order the affaires both of them, and the 
Church , and whether our Saviour when 
he gaveto Peter the promiſe of the Keyes, 
did therein intend to give it (in reſpect of 
the power of publike juriſdi&tion) to any 
other ſave the Apoſtles , and their Succel.- 
ſours the Biſhops ; and whether ever any 
Father, or DoCtour of the Church till this 
preſent age, held that Presbyters were the 
Succeſſoursro the Apoſtles, and not tothe 
ſeventy Diſciples rather. 

Whee 
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. | Whether ever any Biſhops -aflumed to 
themſelves powet 'Femporall to be. Ba- 
rons; and tofit in Parliament,as[udges,and 
in Court of Star-chamber, &c. or whether 
they be not called by his Majeſties writ,and 
royall authority to thele ſervices; And whe- 
ther the ſpirituall: power which they exer- 
cile, in ordaining,; ſilencing, &c. beany o- 
therthen was by the Apoſtles, delegated to 
the firſt Biſhops of the Church, and con- 
ſtantly exerciſed by their holy lucceſſors in 
all ages,eſpecially by Cyprian, Ambroſe; Augus 


ſie, and the reſt of that ſacred order, men 


which hadas little todo with Antichriſt, as 
ouranſwerers have with charity. 

| Whether the anſwerers. have-not jult 

cauſe to beaſhamed of patronizing a noted 
Heretick, Aerius in that for which hee was 

cenſured of the ancient Saints,and Fathers of 


the Church; & whether the whole Church - 
of Chriſt ever ſince his time till this age have 


not abandoned thoſe very errours Concerns 


ingthe equality of Biſhops and Presbyters, 


which they now: preſume to,maintain. 
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Thar whe gee Apaliny of wh 


Church of Rome do, or did conſiſt inmain- 


tayning the order of government ſer by the 
Apoſtles themſelves; and: whether all che 
Churches in the whole Chriſtian World 
(eventhole thar are profeſſedly oppoſite to 
the Charch of Rome) doe let in Antichriſt 
by the doore of their Diſcipline , ſince they 
all mayntain Epiſcopacy no leſle conſtancly 
then Rome it ſelte; ? 

Whether if Epiſcopacy be (through the 
munificence of good Princes) honoured 
With a title of dignity , and largnefle of res 
venues, it oughtto be,crethemore declined, 
and whether themſelves , if they did not 
hopeto carry ſome ſway inthe Presbytery, 
would be ſo eager in crying up thar govern- 
ment ; and whether if there were not a 
maintenance annexed.they would not hide 
themſelves, and jeopard their cares rather 
then mancipate themſelves tothe charge of 
fouls. ; OE, 

Whether there bee no other apparent 
cauſes to be given forthe increaſe of Popery 
and {uperſtinon in inthe Kingdom, belides 
STE Epilco- 
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Epiſcopacis ( which hath laboured ſtrong- 
S ly to oppoſe it) and whether the multi. 
rudes of Sets, arid profeſſed flovenlyneſſe 
| in Gods ſervice; (intoo many) have not bin 
ouilty of the increaſe of profancneſſe A- 
mongſt us. - 
Why. ſhould England: one of the moſt fac 14 
mous Churches of Chriſtendome, ſeparate 
iz ſelfe from that forme. of government, 
which all Churches through the whole 
Chriſtian World have ever obſerved and do 
conftantly and - uniformely - obſerve and 
maintain; and why ſhould. not rather 0- 
ther lefle noble Churches conforme to that 


vx iy > 


done it could not have wa Ho: a moſt ſevere 


cenſure. And ſhortly whether if we will 
Y al- 


a — 


W_- 


-- © ADefencedf th © 
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allow you to bee Biſhops all will not bee 
well. > ok OF 

"Whether ſince both God hath fer ſucha go» 
vernment in his Church, as Epiſcopacie,and 
the Lawes ofthis Land have firmly eftabli. 


ſhed it, it can bee lawfull for you to deny 


your ſubje&tion unto it, and: Whether ir 
were not moſt lawfulland juſt to-puniſh 
your preſumption and diſobedience in fra- 
ming ſo factious aqueſtion > 


And thus Thope you have a ſafficient anſwere 


t0 your bold and unjuſt demands,and to thoje yain 
carvills Which you have raiſed ayainſt the hum « 
Mle Remonitrance. pen og 
"God give you Wiſdome to fee the Truth, and: 
Grace tofollow it, Atnen, = 
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To the Poſtſcript. 


T Hebeſt beauty that you could have ad- 
ded to your diſcourſe , brethren, had 
| beenchonefty and truth bathin your allega- 
tions of Teſtimonies, andinferences of ar- 
gumentation; In both which I muſt needs 
{ay (and I ſpeakeitin the preſence of God to 
whom[I muſtſhortly giveanaccount) that 
Inever aw any Writer that would dareto 
profeſs Chriſtian ſyncerity,ſo fouly to over- 
laſh; asif yee made no conſcience by what 
means you uphold aſide,or wina proſelyte; 
God. touch your hearts with atrue ſence of 


that whereof:you .cannotbe bur in this diſ- 
courle conyinced. . | = 
Now youthinke to garniſh your worke 
with a goodly Paquin borrowed (for a 
great part) out of Sion's Flea, andthe Breyi- 
ate conſiſting of a rhapſodye of Hiſtories, 
concerning the pride, infolence,trecbery, cruettic, -j 
ang. all other the, deadlie ſos of popiſh prelates, 
but eſpecially of thafs,yobo ſwayed the See of Can- 
terbury , in-thoſe days of ena and Rg- 


2 miſh 
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__ om l —_ you expect 


no anſwere as being athing utterly uncon- 


CCl ning 


(ferring aſide the. Mintention of an appli- 
cation)as Huntingdonienfis laid ofthe Cardi- 
nals adultery Celtrrnton potuit negarinondebuit. 
Bur tell me brethren what can be your drift 
inthis your redfous ralatio?1s there any man 


that offers to undertake their patrocination? 


-Or 15 It any advantage to-yon to maketheir _ 
memory yet more odious ? ''Eer them have 
beeneas foule as 1ll Will catithake them! Let 
them havebeen in their times Devills incars 
inate; what isrhat to us? They were. Biſhops 


bu fag Trieur Nader were Pop TO 


the Popery, not in [Be Poiſon inthe 
men ,/nor the calling,Wwhy {Hotifdyou think 
76 <hoake ns with 'thefe hatefall inſtances: 

IF Tſhould goabout to raketogether all the 

infolences; murthers, iticeſls; itreaſohis; and 
villanies"\ thar have beeth done? by Þb opiſh 

'Presby 7 the timeWcharlewlele! i906- 

Tance, o lugerſiition wouldyauthink'theſe 

_ could. 


J US; and that, whereof mighty 
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could beany blemifhto you ?why will you 
then: bee ſo miſerably uncharitable,. as to 


_ caſt upon us the:crimes ofthoſe whom we 


e£qually condetnne;andto feoffetheir faults 


_ upon their: chaires ? what one profeſſion. is 


there inall mankind, which if weeſhould 
g0abourt:to ranſack, wquldnotyield ſome 


perſons extreamly vicious, ſhall the vocatis 


.on be condemned ,: for the crimes of the 
men? Ar laſt to make up:the mouth of your 
adrairable chatity,) ou tell us: of the-yracious 
prathices of: the Rrelates: from: the 'lieginning of 
Queene Elizabers Raigne to this preſent day; 
Whoſe great defigne you' ſay , ſtill: hath been'to 
hmderreformation/, to_further Poperie and Ars 
minianiſme, to'beat duwh' preaching ;to perſfecute 
zealous Profeſſors ,, and/fome ſuch other noble 
projes of Epiſcopall pietie : Tell me Brethren, 
a5 you willariſwerit;before! the:juſt ladge 
of allthe World;: Have:theſe 'binichemain 
delignes of Biſhops ;  Aze;irheyoall guilty 
of theſe wotull: enormicits;;: .or-are they 


aotulf, yee lay! they are;ahe world rvwill 
My: ſhanie; onr:your [fad 


bad! 1I{c they 
are not , the Worldi will: cry; no 'lefie 


bt tle — _—_ 
V 
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5 if | A Defence of the Pe 


ſhame on your injuſtice, in taxing all for 
the fault of ſome : Whar ? are theſe the onel 
remarkable works that.your eyes could af 
cover to fall from the hands of Biſhops ? 
could you ſeeno Colledges , no Hoſpitalls 
built? no Churches re-edified ? no learned 
Volumes written , no. hereftes confuted,no 
ſeduced perſons reclaimed ? no hoſpitality 
kept ? no great offenders puniſhed * nodif- 
orders corre&ted ? no good. offices done for 
the publique *.no care of the peace of the 
Church? No diligence in preaching ? No 
holineſſein living ? Truly, brethren, I can 
{ay no more, but that thefault is inyoureys, 
and notin your object: Wipe them, and 
look better-; Yea,\I:beſeech God to-open 
them rather,thatthey may ſee good as well, 
as evil]; : el LINE my | 
-—Asforithat baſeand.ſcurrilous Proverb, 
to whichyoulay'itis now comne (where- 
asthe World knows it is' elder then your 
Grandfires, andiwvas taken up, in; thepo- 
pith times) it:vwere more: fir: fora Sthrra in 
trivio; or ſpineRivald -uponaa Ale-bench, 
then for grave Divines. '. 2. 7 
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the reſt of the Clergy, worthy of nothing 
but ſcorn ?. and ſo hadthis bin, if your wit 
and charity-had:not binalike, Bur ſurely, 
Brethren, if whatſoeveris ipoiled, they lay, 
The Biſhops foot hath been m it; I doubr not 
bur they willſay, The Biſhops foot bath been:in 
y049:Book, for [amlure ir is quire ſpoiled by 
this juſt confuration. Afteryour own pot- 


tage (for your Proverb ; ſapit oflam) you tell: 
us of Boner's breath ;- I ſhould have too. 


much wondred atrhis concluſion , but that 


L hear itis thefaſhioa infome Countries, to. 
ſend in their Keal in thelaſtſervice;and this, 


it ſeems, is theman! 


1er amongſt our Smec- 
tymnans.. oO pany) 


Well, ro fkiit up,all, let them of their 


Boners beef andbroath, make what Brevveſle 
they pleaſe for their credulous gaeſts: Lear- 


ned and worthy:Dooc Moulin fall tell. 
them; that the reſtoration of the Fright 


Church, andeverſion of Popery.nextunder #3jzo. wi. 
God, and OUL Kings 1 L chiefly to be aſcribed, ys : 


| How caſte were icfor metov reckonup. 
an hundred of ſuch ſpighttul Adages which 
vulgar cavy.hath been wont to caſt upon 


P, Moulin, * 
" Epift.3. ad, 


and. 


La. ld 
va 


_ s _— 9 Tk 


and coed to the learning and induſtry of 
our Biſhops , ſome whereof being crowned 
with Martyrdome , ſubſcribed the Goſpell 
with their blood , Thus he, Neither doubt [ 


but that many of them ( if occaſion were 


offered) would be ready to imitate chemi in 

thoſe red Characters. 
In the mean time I beſcech Fl God of 
Heaven co. humble you jn the. ſight and 
- ſenſe of your own grievous unchatita- | 

' bleneſſe,, andrto pur (arllaſt) into' 
your hearts and tongues, 
the Counſelsof 
| Peace... 
AM EN i: 5! 
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THE 


DETERMIN ATION 


OF THE QVESTION, 


Concerning the Divine Rebt 
of Epiſcopacie, 


By the famous and learned Divine 


Dr, Abrahamus Scultetus, late Profeſſour 


of Divinity in the Univerſity of 
Het detberg.. 


Faithfully tranflated our of his Obſerrati- 


Ons Sis the Ms to Timothy and 
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An Advertiſement to.che 
Reader. 


© NowReadct, that where- 
=M\ asin one of thoſe many 
PM angryPamphlcts, we hay 
ol 08g Aampnecets, wP nhave 
Þ = there.is an intimation gi- 
-'v diſgracefult language, that 
' feſſor of Yirecht, concerning the perſqn 
of Dr, Hall B, of Ex eter ; ghere hari bin 
-{crious*inquiſirion mate toro 'thetriith 
- of thar report; andthatthe faidDr.Vye- 
«fins diſzyowes(to the party that-inquired 
of ir)any fuch words of ynder- valuatiob, 
"by him{poken, cas isteftifed ynger. the 
' hand of Sir William Boſwell Knight, his 
Majefties Lieger with: inp tes: And, 


if, upon the ight'of 2 fiſpleaſing, ritle 

up b $ ' P mm” Tt : £28 is DF I it's = 3. #4 

'ofa Booke(concrary to his owne judge- 
ment) any learned Diyine)\ hopld have 


Z 2 wi paſſcd 
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_ Paſſed 4cenſureupon the worke ; there 
was ſmall rcaſontor the reporters to:re- 
: fie: upon the perſottrof the author 3 Yep, 

I amconfident,that many of our worthy 
brethren athotme,wete differctly minded 
concerning thisTenetof the right of Bpiſ< 
 Copacy,ifthey would be pleaſed to informe 

_themſelyes thoroughly ofthe (tate of the 
- queſtion, as it is defended by the Author 
| of that treatiſe, wauld find ſmall cauſe 

of ſcruple in this opinion, For whereas 
there arethreeDegreesof truthes,and ho« 
ly inſtitutions(as they are commonly di- 

flinguiſhed)# unane, 4poſteliq;Divine;The 
firſt from. mere men; The fecand from 
men {eoltetcall;, Thechird from God 
_himſeltcimmediately ; The” Author dg- 

ares re;goe aMid-way in this difference; 
haldipg, ir.coe.low to derive Epiſcapacy 
. roma, merely humane, and Eceleliaſh- 
call Ordinance: holding ir.roo high to. 
deduggit roman, immediate command 
,from God; ahg rherefare pirching upon 
_ Apoltalica inſticution,; reſts there : 
bur bscaulgthole Apoſtles were dvaely 

.inſpired,and bad the dire&tions of Gods 
OF EA | EI fſpiric 
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(171) 
ſpirit Forthoſe things whichi they did16r 
the common. adminiſtration: of - the 
Church,thercfore,andin that only nate 
is Epiſcopacy{aid to lay claimeto a Diyins 
right; howſocycrallo itcannorbe' gaiw- 
ſaid that the grounds were formerly layd 
by our Saviour ina knowne imparity of 
his firſt agents ; Now ſurely this tracth 


hath ſolictle reaſon to:diſtaſithem,thar, 


cvenlearncd Chamicr himſclfe can ſay;Res 
iſa ccepit tempore Apoſtoloruw, velporius ab ip. 
fs profeFia eft, And why ſhould thatſceme 
harſhin us, which ſoundeth wellin the 
mouthes of leſſe-intcreſſed Divines? Bur 
becauſe the very title of that Booke hath 
raiſed more duſtthen the Treatiſc it ſelfe; 
Be pleaſed, Readers, to ſee, that this very 
queltionis inthe very ſametermes deter- 


mined by that emincat light of the Pala- 


tinate . Dr. Abrah, Scultetus ; whoſe tract 
to this purpoſe thave thought fir to an- 
NEeXxCce 

_ . Peruſe it, and judge whether of thoſe 
two writers have gone further inthis de- 


cermination , Andif you ſhall not mcer 


with convincing reaſons to bring you 
Z 3 home 
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X92). 
homie to this opinion ; yet, atlcaſt-wiſe 
_ find eauſc enough to retaineacharicable, 
and favourable conceitef thofe,who are 
(as they thinke,upon good grounds) o- 
therwiſc minded; and whilcſt-it is on-all X 
parts agreed by. wiſe and -unprejudiced 
Cleiltians;tharthe calling is thus ancicnt 
gndifacred;'letir not yiolate the peace of 
rheChurch to'ſcanthe originall, whether 
Ecclefralticall,. Apoſtolicall, -or Divine. 
Shortly,let allgood men bumbly.ſubmir 
tothe Otdinance, -and heartily wiſh the 
Reformation ofany abuſes. 


And. fo many 4s are of this mind, Peace 
be wpon-them, and the whole 
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'The Queſtion, 70 


whether Epiſcepaties bee of Pivine right ? That 

' #, whether the eApofiles ordained this Gxvern- 

. met of the (hurch , that not 0nely one ſhould 

bee placed vwer the people, but over Preslyters 

- "#nd Deacons, who frocld hay the power of Im- 

Poſition of Hands, or Ordination , and the di. 
 reFron of E celefeaſtical Counſels, Cs 


| —D7| His was ny 
< denyed by eAeyiy 
i PA as is related by y Epi- 


| pharins, in bis 75 
254 Hereſie,and by 704 
1-2 By 


| of Hirraſuter , 3 as 

ares by Hite 

SS 707e, in his Epiſtle 
foPAMMACutvs, 
_And there are nor _ 
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5 CR WY AT ATTIC _ theſe= Zoya 
many det ay pious men,whogalthough they © 
acknowledge «fer is to have erred, in that hee 


ſhould diſal ow of. that manner of -Ecctcfiaſti- 
call 


oh 


ties. (. 

My chang is _ 

Firſt, in the .-{paſt/es Epiſtles the name of Br- 
ſhop dig, never fignific any thing. different from 

the office ofa Pres/yter. For a B iſhop, Þ resbyter, 

and an Apoſtle, were Common names,as You-may 
ſeg AS 20. Phil, I, Uel, Ti, I» 3 Pet. VeI2s 
A AS1-2 _ F 

Next, In the chicks Apoſtolical Churchahe 
Church was govetned by the common advice of 
Presbyters; and that for-fome yeares inthe time. 
X the preaching. of the Apoſtles. For firſtof all, 

mpanics.muſt be gathered together, before we | 

Fo efine any thing ny, their perpetizl 
government... | | 

Then, the Apa bias k ong asthey were preſent | 
or. reere yheir churches,did-nor place any B ſhop: 
over them, properly ſo called, but onely-?Pres2y- 
ters, reſerving Epiſco palt uthorivy jd Them 

ſelves alone. :, j-: 

Laftty, ifter "I Gofoelt was Ailteatitneers” 
propagated, and that out of equality of. Poahye : 
rersby the mnftin& of theDevill, Schiſmes-were 
made 1 in Religion,then: the Apofiles (eſpecially in- | 


ik, the 


(175) 
the more temore places) placed ſome over the 
Paſiors,or Presbyters,which ſhortly after,by the 
Diſciples of the eApoſiles Tenatime, and others, 
were anely called Brſbops , and by this appella- 
tion , they were diſtinguiſhed from Presbyters 
and Deacons. | 

Reaſons moving me to this opinion ? Firſt, 

Hterome upon the 1. chapter of the Epiſtle to 
T:twwriteth,that s Presbyter is the ſame with a 
Riſhop,end before that by the inftiaft of theDevill, 

faBtions were made in Religton, andit was ſaid a- 
mong the people,1 am of Paull of Apollo, but 7 of 
Cephas,the churches were governed by the common 
counſell of Prestyters : p. nn" it was decreed 
in the whole word, that oxe choſe# out of the Preſ- 
Lyters, ſbould be placed over the reſt, 

From whence | thus argue. 


- When it began to be (arid among the people, I am 
of Paul,7 of Apollo,#ut 7 of Cephas , ther one 
choſen out of the presbyters, was placed over the 
reſt. 

But whiles the Apoſtles lived, it was ſo ſaid a- 
mong the people. As the firſt Epiſtle to rhe Co- 
rinthians,befides other of St. Pauls Epiſtles,puts 
it out of doubt. Therefore, while the Apoſtles Ii- 
ted,one choſen out of thePresiyiers was placed over 
the ret. 

eAg4in, There can be no other terme aſſigned, 
in which Bſhops were firſt made, then the time 
of the «Apoſiles 3 tor F3 | the prime ſuccefſors s 
a rae 


| I76 

the Apoſtles were [fo witneſſe the ſucceſ- 
fions of Biſhops in the moſt famous churches of 
Hieruſalem,eAlexandria,eAntioch,and Rome, as 
it 15 in Euſeh:us, therefore, cither t he next ſuc- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles,changed the force of Ec- 
cleſiaſticall goverament,recerved from the Apo- 
{tles,according to their owne pleaſure, which 1s 
very unlikely, or the Epiſcopall government 
came trom the Apoſtles themſelves. | 
Beſides, even then in the time of the Apoſtles, 
there were many Presbyters, but one Biſhop, e- 
ven then inthe tim? of the Apoitles, 5 motws, 
he that was placed over the reſt , which after- 
wards was called Biihop, did impoſe hands, or 
ord:ine Mi:uſters of the Word, which Presby- 
t275 alone did not preſume to doe. Even then, 
rh. refore , the calling of Biſhops was diſtin& 


from the Office of Presbyters. 


Itfanydefire the examples of Apoſtolicall Bi- 


ſhopszthe books of the antient are full of PEpiſ- 
copall authority,of 7 :mothy.and [7tas,cither of 
which, howſoever, firſt performed the office of 


an Evazgel:iſt,yet notwithitanding,ceafed to bee 
an ©vargelifl, after that T motby was placed over 


theChurch of Epheſus,and Trtas over the church 


of Crete; For Evazgeliſts d1d onely lay the foun- 
dations of Faith in ferraigne places,and then did 
commend the reſt of the care to certaine P4- 
ſtors, but they themſelves went to other Coun- 


tries,and Nations, as Exſebiit5 writes in his. 3%. 


booke of Ecclefiaſticall Hiſtory, and 3 4.chap. 
But PauItaught ſometimes in Epheſs and Crete 


+ 
— —» ere here 


and 


es ada 
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and laid the foundations ot Faith there 3 there- 
fore he commandeth T :muth; to ftay atEjheſis, 8 
Tits at Crerenot as Evangeltjis but as gover- 
nors of the Churches. 

And indeed, the Epiſtles,writtento either of 
them,doe evince the ſame 3 For in theſe,he doth 
not preſcribe the manner of gathering together 


achurch,which was the duty of an ETa-peli/t,but 


the manrer of governing a church, being already 
gathered togither, which 1s the duty of a Biihop 
and all the precepts in thoſe Epiftles,are fo con- 
formable hereunto, as that they are not rcfer'd, 
ineſpeciall to Timothy,andT 7tz5,but in gererall 
to allBiſhops,and therefore 1n no wiſe,they ihit 
with the temporary power of Evagel:'ts, 
Beſ;des,that Timothy,and Tztrs, had Epiſco- 
pall jurifdition, not onely Ef 1vs, Chryſo- 
{tome,Theodoret, Ambroſtus, Hierome, Epiphanins, 
Oecumenius, Primaſius, Theophyla*, bur allo the 
moſt antient writers,of any that writs theHiſto= 
ry of the new Teftament,whoſe writings are now 
loſt,doe ſufficiently declare. Exſe.:vs without 
doubt appealing utto thoſe,in his 3.hook ofEc-. 
cleſiaſticall Hiſtory and 4. chapter, T zmothy 
(faith he ) in Hiſtories is written to be rhe 1. 
which was made Biſhop of the chuiC} o:-Eohe- 
ſus;as Titus was the firſt, that was made Biſhop 
of tke church of (7 ete- : 0 


But if John the Ano, and not any antient 
diſciple ofthe 4p»'/les,be Ee anthor of rhe Re- 


hy ' 0 4 - j "Ip 
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For all the moſt learned Interpreters interpret 
the (evenaAngels of theChurchesto be the ſeven 
Biſhops of the Churches 3 neither can rhey doe 
otherwiſe, unlefſe they ſhould offer violence ts 
the text. | 

What ſhould I ſpeake of 7ames not the Apo 
ſile,but the brother of our Saviour, the ſonne in 
law,ofthe Mother of our Lord : who by the 
Apoſiles,vyas ordained B ijhop of H1eruſ: alemgs Eu- 
ſe4145,1n his 24 book of Ecclefiafticall Hiſtory, 
and I chap.out of the 6.0fthe Hypotypoſes atC/e- 
ment, Hierome concerning Eccleſiaſticall wri- 


ters,0ut of the I.of the Comments of Eze/pppme, 


relate, Ambroſe upon the I chap. unto the Gala- 
trans , Chryſoſtome in his 23. Homily upon the 
x5.0f the 435,Augu/tize in his 24 book and 37 
chap-againſt Creſron7us,Epiphazrre in his 65 .He- 
zefie, The 6 SynoJ in Trulloand 32. canon, all 
aflenting thereunto. For indced,this is that Fames 
that had his fixt refidence at H:eruſulem, as an 
ordinary Biſhop,whom Pa«/ in his firſt,and laſt 
comming to H:ereſalem, found in the city 5 al- 
moſt A petiice coaching in other places, 
Gal.I.19, & that concluded thoſe things,vhich 
were decreed in the aſſembly of the Apoſtles, 
eAAs 21.For he was with©bryoftome,Biſhop of 
the Church of H:ieruſalem, from whom when 
certaine came , Peter would not cate with the 
Gentiles,Galat.2.12. 
From examples, I paſſe to authorities, which 
| | Tgnatss 
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Ignatiss confirmes by his owne authorite, 

Whoſe Axtomes are theſe. 

The Beſbop # hegzbich u« ſuperiour in all chiefety, 
and power .The P resbytery, is a holy company of 
counſe.lowrs, and aſſeſſours to the Biſhip, The 
Deacons are the imitators of angelical yertues, 
which ſhew forth their pure, & untlamealle m i- 
ztftry, He nhich doth not obey theſe, 1s without 
God,impure,end coatemnes Chriſte? derogates 
from hts order,and conftitation,in hisEpiſtle to 
the T rallians. ; 

Jn another place, Fi exhort that yee ſludy to doe all 
thrags with concord, The Bi = berng preſident 
72 the place of God. The Pres6yters in place of 
the «Apoſtolsck Senate, the Deacons 5 thoſe to 
whom was committed the miniſtry of TeſusChri(t 
in his Epiſtle to the Magreſrars. 

Aud againe, Let the Presbyters be ſubjeB tothe 
Brſhop,the Deacons to the Presbyters, the people 
to the Presbyters and Deacons, in his Epiſtle 
thoſe of Tarſus. 

But 1g#41#5 was the Diſciple of the poſi tes, 
from whence then had he this Hierarchy but 
from the 4poſiles ? 

Let us now here Epiphantiw in his 75. Here- 
fie. The Apoſtles could net preſently appoint all 
things :Presbyters and Deacons were neceſſary; for 
by theſe two Eccleſuaſtical afſatres might bee d:ſ- 


patcht. VVhere kherewas rot found ay fit for the 


» 


Epiſcopacy, that place remained without 4B1Jvop, 
| ag buck 


(150) 
But where there was need,and there were any fit for 
Epiſcopacy,they were made Biſhops All things were + 
zot compleat from the a. Fey. » but in tral of 
time all things were provided which were required 
for the perfection of thoſe things which were neceſ- 
ſary, the Church hy this meanes recerUing the ful- 
re fie of diſpenſation, + 
But E#ſebr%5 comes neerer to the matter, and 
more ftrongly handles the cauſe,who in his third 
booke of Eccleſiafticall Hiſtory, and 22.chay- 
rer,as alſo in his Chronicle aftirmeth, that Ero0- 
ains w.is ordained the 1. Biſhop of Antioch, in the 
yeare of our Lord 45-inthe 3.yeare of Claudzus 
the Emperor : at which time, many of the :4po- 
files were alive. Now Hzerome writeth to Eva- 
9rimthat at Alexandria,ffrom Marke the Evan- 
ocliſt unto Hera:rl is and D1oniſitn the Biſhop, the 
PregLyters called one, choſen out of themſelves, 
placed in a higher Depree,the Biſhop,But Marke 
dyed,as Euſehins, and B ucholcerusteſtific, in the 
yeare of ourLord,64.Pzrer,PaviandJoun the 
Apoſiles,being then alive : therefore, it is cleare, 
thar Ep:ſropacy wag inſtituted in the time of the 
Apoſiles,and good Hierome ſuffered ſome frailty, 
when he wrote, that Biſhops were greater then 
3g P resLyte/s,va ther by the cuſtome of theCharch,ther 
I; thetrath of the Lords diſÞoſtz7 5 unleſle perhaps, 
bk; | by the cuſtome of theChurch,he underſtands the 
cuſtome of the Apoſtles, and bv the truth of the 
Lords d:tpofing,heunder{tinds the appointment 
of (hiſt, yet nor loohie fatiſhies the truth of Hi- * 
1:OCY« 
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(181) 
itory.For it:appeares out of the firſt;ſecond,ind 
3-- Chapters of the Revelation, that the forme of 
governing the Church by Angels or Biſhops , was 
not onely ratified,and cſtablithed, in the time of 
the Apoſtles, but it was confirmed by the very 
Son of God. And 7s»atzyy called that forme,the 
order of Chriſt. 
And. when H#erome writes, that it was decreed 
72 the whole world, that one choſen out of the Pres- 
byters ſhould beplaced over thereft, And when ] 
have demonſtrated, that in the life-time of the 
Apoſtles, . Biſhops were ſuperior to Pres/yters in 
Ordinarion : and that each Church had one pla- 
ced over it,doe we not without cauſe demand 5; 
Where, when,and, by whom Epiſcop:cy was 
ordained ? Epiſcopicy therefore is of divine 
right. Which,how the Prelates of the church of 
Romefor almoſt 300, yeares, did adorne with 
the truth of Do@rine,innocency of life,conftan- 
cy inaflitions, and ſuffering death it ſelfe for 
the honour of Chr:ft 3 and on the other ſide,how 
in ſucceeding times, firft by their ambition,next 
by their exceſfive ;pragmatticall covetouſneſle, 
ſcraping up to themſelves the goods of this 
world,then by their herefie, laſtof all by their | 
tyranny they corrupted it,that the Romazn Hre- 
rarchy, at this day, hath nothing elſe left but a 
vizard of the eApoſtolicall Eccleſiaſtical Hierar- 
chy,and the lively Image of the whore ofBatylos, 
our Hiſtories both antzent and moderne, doe a- 
bundantly teſtifie, 
Where _ 


(182) 4 

Vherefore all Z:ſhops are warred from hence, PF 
that they chroughly weigh with» themſelves rhe 3» 
nature of Apoſto!:calt " Eprſcopacy, -of which they 
glory that they are the ſucceſſors. * 

That Epiſcopacy had two things peculiar to it, 

| the priviledge of ſucceeding,and the Prerogative 
E-- _ of ordaining : all other things were common to 
2 them with the Presbyters : Therefore both Bi- 4 
ſhops and Preſbyters, ſhould ſoexerciſe them- | 
ſelves ingodlinefle, ſhould ſo free themſelves 
from contempt by their converſation, and ſo 
make themſelves examples to their flocke ; not 
negle&ing eſpecially the gift of prophecying,re- 
ceived from above,but being wholly intent, to 
reading, conſolation, and teaching : ro m2ditate 
ontheſe things,to be wholly converſant in them; 
and ſo perpetually imployed in this holy fun&ti- 
on,and divine affaires,with this promiſe, that if : 
they ſhall doe theſe things, they ſhall both fave i 
themſelves,and their Auditors, but if after the ; 
cuſtome of ſome great ones , they follow the 
pride and luxury of this world, they ſhall both _ 
deſtroy themſelves,and them that heare them. : 
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OBSERVATIONS 
- dr” T imothy, by Abraham 
Scultetus, Chap. 27. 


Concerning 1. Tim. 5. I7, 


| = Here are ſome thar chirke this 
—= VE \ NY piuce of Scrip.ure1s of force c- 
Aj nongh to make good a Lay- 
* Presbytery 3 for their eyes and 
=242SkS&d) judgements. are dazeled with. 
WP that diftinQion of Elders which 


they fupnot 7, £0 be Clearly intimated here by St. 
Paul: Bari they ſhall have diligently ſcanned the 
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| (194) PO ry 
place,and compared it with other Texts of Scri- 


A—— 7 6. 


pturezrhey ſhall ſoon find that the defence of Lay- 


E [ders out of this place,ts both contrary tothe fig- 
nification of the VVord (#9477) 7, , thoſe that 
ru'e, and contraty to the fignification of the Word 
Presbyterzand that it is quite againſt St. Pauls per- 
petuzll Dodrine,and 1t is againſt the judgement of 


all the Fathers,that have expounded this Speech of 
St. Pail. 


It is contrary to the ſignification of the Word 
(eerrrar:s for ( @yfran's )or Eccleſfiaſkicall rule or 
government is an honour where:vith onely Mini- 
ſters of Gods Word are inveſted in the new Teſta- 
ment,and tot any Lay Perſons : Wee beſecch you 
brethren,ſaith the Apoſtle, Theſ. v.12. That you 
know thoſe that labour amongſt you,and are over you in 
th: Lord,and that admontſh.you, and to efteeme them 
very highly in love for their workes ſake: Upon which 
words,ſaith Calvin,t ts worthy to be obſerved ; what 
titles he gives toP aſtors, Firſt he faith,Þ they labor, 
and then he ſets then forth,by the name of rule, or 
governance. And Bezs upon the place: it appeares. 
from hence,thet the Church was governed by Paſtors: 
in common , and that the degree of a Biſhop was not 
thought of,and therefore(=85xrarhe!) to rules the ſame. 
with ( 5747996) yith /olead, becauſe theſbepheards 
are wont to got before their flock. Bur the Apoſtle 


Hebr.13.7.and 17. call's the Miniflers of the word 


Leaders, Therefore,according to Beza,we muſt ac- 
knowledge thoſethat are over the people, are the 


_ Muniſters of the word : neither doth Zuſtin Martyr 
re 
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(1953 | 
in his Apology to Antonius call the ( *ov79« ) 
any other then the Paſtorand teacher of the Con- 
gregatian. , 
Moreover, the defence of Lay-Elders out of this 
preſent text of St. Paul, is contrary to the fignifica- 
tion of the word Pres/yter, which when it 1s uſed, 
cocerning the politye of the new Teſtament, doth 
alwayes ſignific the Minifters of the word:eAF. 11. 
39. They ſent their colle&ion to the Elders by the 
hands of Barrabas,and Saul,that is to theMiniſters, 
of whom 1t 1s {ard. AQ} 1 4. 23, Y, eeyTrouTYs oh 
They ordained them Elders in every Church : And 
eA#. 15.2. A maine queſtion of faith is prepoun- 
ded to the Apoſtles, and E/ders of Hieruſalem; but 
what ? to be decided by Lay-mez ? For the Elders 
met with the Apoſiles to conſider of this matter, 
MEI Se. - J | 
And the Pzes-yters are joyned together with the 
Apoftles Verſe. 22.and are diftinguithed from the 
whole Churchas alſo v.2 3,3nd chap. 1 6.4. Againe 
in the 20. of rhe A#s, the Elders of Epheſus wer. 
I7.are ſaid to be made Berſhops to feed the flocke 
of Chriſt, ver. 18.And in A#s 21,18. andthe ver- 
ſes following, the Pres/yters, or Eldersof Jeruſa- 
lem inſtru the Apoſtle Paul wht he is to doe; and 
therefore-were no Lay-mer. In this very Chapter, 
when 7imethy is commanded to receive no accuſa- 
tion apainſt an Elder, the Elder there is a teacher, 
as ſhall be ſhowed inthe next chapter. Tit. 1. 5. 
that thou maiſt ordaine Elders in every city 3 what 
kind of Elders ? Surely, teachers 3 for he adds, & 
Bb 2 : any 
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(196) 
any be blameleſſe, &c. for a B:ſhopmuſt be unre- 
proveable, &c. 77 _ 2 

And James 5. 14. The ficke are biden to fend 
for the Elders of the Church, thar they may pray 
over; and anoint the fſicke with oyle 1 tie name 
of the Lord, which is no Lay-ma-'f anty ; 1 Pet.5 


1. TheElders I exhort who am alſo x fellow-#1-er, 


fcedthe flock ; How is he a fellow-=/4er, but be- 
cauſe he is ateacher as they? 

And they are c::arged to teed the flock,therefore 
Paſtors, 2 Joh. 1, 3. 10h.1. John the eAvoiile 
withour all queſtion is called an Elder, Jgrativs 
makes often ment1on of E/zers,orPresbyters in his 
Epiſtles, but never of Lay-Elders. And in his. E- 
piſtle-to thoſe of Tarſus deſcribing tie Eccleſia- 
fticall Ferarchre of his timehe ſaith (5 aryfvr:pe,) 
Let the Presbyters be ſubjet to the Brſhops, 
and the D eacors tc the Preſbyters, and the Ly-men 
to both Deacons,and Presbyters : And;to the: Mago- 


 zeſians; Asthe Lord faith he,doth nothing with- 


out the Father : ſo neither doe you without your 
Biſhop,neither Pres.yter, nor Deacon, nor Laick . 
Where obſerve that the veryDeacors5 did not ſit in 
the Presbytery eApoſtoliqz,much leffe Lay-men. 

' Thirdly, the defence of Lay-Elders our of -the 


. 17, verſ, of Ch. 5, of the 1.7m, 1s apainſt the 


perpetuall dorine of St. Paul: for to give hovour 
to the Presbyters, or Elders, is to honour them 
with maintenance, ont of the puh'ique ſtock of rhe 
Church 3 for ſo the » Ave, before, commands 


thoſe that are indeed VWidowes to be honoured, 
| that 


that isto be delignedto pu-lique attendances, and 


allo.vances 3 And the reafon- which the eApo/ile 
gives, Confirmes this ex plication ofthe honour re- 
quirea 3 VV ben he {airh thou ſhalt'not muzzle the. 
Oxe that trea ieth out tie corne: And in Matthew 
the 1010r of Parents is chiefly tobe taken of meate 
and mintenancewhich fignification is very fam- 
lar and proper tothe word ( Kavud) uſed inthe 
fifth commandement, and {o the word is expoun- 
ded by Harke 7. 12. But maintenance,out of the 


ſtock of the Church, the eApoſile would not have . 


to be giveneven to ſuch poore VWidowes, as could 
be otherwviſe provided for 3 as before verſ.16.Ard 
he himſelfe laboured with his owne hands, thet he 
might not be burdenſome ta others , much leſſe 
would have the chiefe of the Laity , who abound 
with wealth to be maintained of the common 
ſtore 3 and that more liberally then others : For., 
if by thoſe that rule well, you ſhall underſtand 


both Lay-Elders and facred al{o, you muſt needes - 


corclude , that. they are all worthy of double 
honour , -both thoſe which rule , and thoſe 
which l>bour in Doarine : which concluſion the 
e Apoſtle is againſt elſe-where 3 whileſt hee ſcith, 
choſe which ſerveat the altar, muſt partake of the 
altar. And the Lord himſelfe, who harh appointed 
that thoſe which preach theGofpell ſhould live of 
the Goſpel!, | 
upon Hzerome inthe ſame place 3 Fe wou!d,ſaith 
hee , haverhem to vecli carnall things to thoſe 

| | Bb 3 of 


I Cortnthias.s 9.13. 14. Where: 
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T (198) | 
- df whom they receive ſpiritral things,becauſe they 
being taken up in teaching,cannot provide neceſſa- 
ry things for themſelves. Yea,l ſay yet more, if St. 
Paul had,by thoſe that rule,underitood Lay-Eldery, 
certainly he would ſome-where have put them in 
mind of their duty, or, at leaſt have made mention 
them, 1 Tim. 3. where bee doth not omit to give 
chatge even of Deacons,and Deaconefles : But he 
doth neither of the two , bur preſently afterthe 
mention of Biſhops, or Presbyters that were Pa- 
Ntors,he falls into the ſpeech concerning Deacons, | 
and their wives 3 ſo as it 15 a plaine proofe that Lay- of 
Elders were utterly unknowne to Him. ” - 
Fourthly, the defence of Lay-E/ders out of this 
pa is utterly againft the judgment of the fathers, 
o many as ever have expounded this rext of the A- 
poſtle : Neither indeed is there any neceſlity art all, 
that becauſe the Apoſtle faith;thoſe eſpecially that <> 
labour in Word and Do&rine;herefore we ſhould 
deviſe new E/ders to bee taken out of the common 
people : For it was well knowne, that thoſe of the 
Clergte,which are over the Lords flocke, have their 
diſtin& Offices,and employments. There are of F 
them,which adminiſter Sacraments,make publique | 
prayers, privately admoniſh faithfull people, and 
with-hold them from ſinning 3 there are others, 
which being indued with excellent gifts of ſpea- # 
king,imploy themſelves in being teachers and guids ? 
ro mens ſoules in the way to heaven, and the labors 
of theſe men,which arc taken by them,in word and 


doarine 
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22. roy yy 
Dodtrine,are juſtly preferred before the ſervice of 
them, which bet ds a the Sacraments, and make 
prayers forthe Church zeven by the Teſtimony of 
the eApoſile him(elfe, who faith 3 (Þri} ſeat me not 
to baptize, but to preach the Goſpell, 1 Cor. 1. 17+ 
He'was ſent for both purpoſes, but the chiefe end of 
his miſſion, was, the preaching of the Goſpell. 
Whoſoever therefore, thus rule the people, whe- 
ther they doe adminiſter the Sacrament, or onely 
preach the word, or whether they doe both , are 
worthy of double honour 3 where a certaine. 
number is put for an uncertaine, double honour, 
that is greater and more then others.; Although | 
ſome are of opinion,that here by Apoſtoliqzautho- 
rity there is 2 greater portion aſſigned to the Go- 
vernours , then to others that appertaine to the 
Church, orhers interpret it of that double honour 
which is fit for governours to have ; one,of an aw- 


full reverence and command, the other of more 


largenefle of maintenance; that they be, both, ob- 
ſerved, and reſpe&ed above others, and, that they 
have a more liberall proviſion of neceffaries for 
their livelyhood ; But the farſt of them is the more 
ſimple expoſition of the words. Hetherefore,holds 
thoſe,that are ſet over the people worthy of double 
honours And why double > A little before he had 
given them order about the honoringzthat is main- 
taluiing of their Widowes, at the charge of the 
Church: From the Widowes, he paſſcth tothe 
Elders,or Presbjters;whom,if they rule well, he 
would have honoured with a double NOTE 
| Nat 


- 
\ 


that-is graater thei that ofthe Widowes; bottby 

realon'oftheir office and by reaſon of their famil y3* 

andamoneſt thoſe that rule, yet againe,h:e wouid 

have thoſe moſt regarded, who are imployed nor 

ſomuch in adminiſtring the Sacraments, as in 

preaching the Word, I'doubt not but this is 
the moſt true explic ation of this * 
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